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A PREFACE -FQ--THE 
| Enſuing Diſcourſe. 


Hat the Liturgy of the Church of England, «5 x, 
which was at firſt as it were written in blood, 


| 4 
ENS d atthe leaſt ſealed, and delivered downe to us 
by theMartyrdom of moſt of che compilers of 
it, ſhould ever ſince be daily ſolicited, andcall'd 
to the ſame ſtage & Theatre, to fill up what was 
behinde of the ſufferings of thoſe Fathers, is no ſtrange or new 

peice of ceconomy in the Church of God. Thu propoſition 7 

Hall take liberty briefly to prove by way of introduction to the en- 
ſwing diſcourſe, and ſhall hope that you will acknowledge it with F 

me, , you but conſider theſe [everalls. 

x I, That there it not @ ſurer evidence and yurjcuy, by «7 1: 
which to diſcerne the great eæcellency of moderat ion in that book, , 
and ſo the apportionateneſſe of it, to the end to which it was de- 

IAgned, then the experience of theſe ſo contrary fates, which it 
-hath conſtantly undergone, betwixt the perſecutors on both ex- 

ITreame parts, the aſſertors of the Papacy on the one fide, and the 

> Confiſtory on the other, the one accujing it of Schiſme the other 

of ( omplyance, the one of departure from the Church of Rome, 

| the other of remaining with it, lib the poore Gree ke Church. oar 
| fellow martyr, devonred by the Turke for too much Chriſt ian 
| = Profeſſion, and damw'd by the Pope for too little, it being the di- 
1 Rate of naturall Reaſon im Ariſtotle, (whoſe rules have ſel- 


Ame failed in that kinde, ſince he obſerved them) that the _ 
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dle virtue is moſt infallibly known by this, that it is accuſed by 
either extreame 25 guilty of the other extreame : that the trut 
liberality of mind is by this beſt exemplified that it is defamed by 
the prodigal for parſimony, and by the niggard for prodigality, 

by which (by the way) that great block, of offence, which hath 

ſeandalixed ſo may: will be in part removed, and the teproa- 

ches /o continually beaped upon this hoo le, will to every diſcern- 

ing Fudge of things,paſſe for as weake an unconcluding argument 

of guilt is it, as the ſcarres of a Military man doth of by com- 

ardice, or the vd -mwyggy fue, the every Topicke of ray- 

ling Rhecorick, Mal. 5. of the unc hriſtianneſſe of the perſon on 
whom they are pomred out. 

2% That ever ſince the reproaches of men have taken confi 
dence to vent themſelves againſt this booke, there hath nothing 
but aire and vapour been vomited ont againſt it, ob jections of 
little force to conclude auy thing, but only the reſolute contuma· 
cious, either ignorance, or malice of the objetors, which might 
at large be proved, hoth by the view of all the char ges that for. 
mer pamphlets have produced, all gathered together and vindica- 
ted by Mr Hooker,and that no one charge of any crime, either a- 
gainſt the whole, or any part of it, which this Directory hath of. 
fered; which as it might in reaſon, make ſuch an att of malice 
more ſtrange, ſo will it to him that compares this matter with o- 
ther practiſes of theſe times, (whoſe great engine hath beene the 
calumniart fortiter the gaining credit by the violence of the 
cry, when it could not be had by the validity of the proofes, moſt 
men being more willing to believe a calumnie, then to examine 
it) make it but unreaſonable to wonder at it, It bring an expe- 
riment of daily obſervation, that thoſe which have no crime of 
which they ars accuſable,are therefore not the leſſe, but the more 
vehemently accuſed, proſecuted, and dragg dio execution, that 


the puniſhment may prove them geilty, which nothing elſe could, 


it being more probable in the judgement of the multitude, (why 
eſpecially are conſidered now adates, as the infiruments to act our 
great defignes) that a nocent perſon ſhould plead not guilty, then 
an innocent be condemned; which prejudice, as it might be par- 
don d from the charity wherein tis grounded, that they who are 
va appointed 


apprinted to puniſb vilene ſer will not be ſolikely to commit them; 
fo being applyed to uſurping judges , [wboſe very judgeing is one 
crime, and that no way avowable, but by making w/e of more in- 
juſt ices ) will prove but a peice of Turciſme, which concludes all 
things honeſt, that prove ſueceſſe lull, or of the moderne Divi- 
nity in the point of Scandall,which makes it a ſufficient exception 
againſt ary indifferent uſage that it is by ſome excepted againſt, 
a competent cauſe of anger, that men areangry at it though ne- 
ver /o without a cauſe. | 

3'' That it hath beene conſtantly the portion, and prerogative 
of the.beſt things (as of the beſt men) to be under the croſſe, to 
have their good things of this world f dwyuar, with per- 
ſecutions. Mar. 10, 30. and ſo no ſtrange thing that that which 
1s al maies a dealing with the Croſſe, ſhould be ſometimes a pant - 
ing. and gaſping under it; There was never any ſurer evidence of 
the cleanneſſe of a creature among ſt the Jewes, then that it was 
permitted to be ſacrificed; the Lamb, and the Turtle emblemes 
of innocence, and charity and the othey chriſtian virtues, were 
daily ſlanghter'd and devoured, while the Swine, the due, 
and all the uncleaner creatures, were denied that favour, placed 
under a kind of Anathema, or Excommunication ſentence, of 


ſuch it was not lawfull, no not to eate; and ſo it muſt beexpe» 


Fed in the anti · type, that all the beate of the Satanic all impreſſi- 


on, all the fire of ⁊cale, the ſentence to be ſacriſiced, and devoted, 


Gould fall as now it doth; on this Lambe · like, Dove like crea» 
ture, of a making not. apt to provoke any man to rage, or quar- 
rell, or anything. but love of communion, and thankſgiving to 
God for ſuch an ineftimable donative. 

4 That a Liturgy being found by the experience of all anti- 
ent times, ata neceſſary hedge, and mound topreſerve any profeſ= 
fon of Religion, and worſhip of God in a Nationall Chureb, it was 
to be expected that the enemy and h inftrament; which can call 
deſtruction mercy,embroyling of our old Church the founding of 
« new (we know who hath told one of the Houſes of this Parlia- 
ment ſo,that they have laid a foundation ot aChurch among us 
which if it ſigniſie au thing. imports that there was no Church 


in this Kingdome before that Seſſion) ſhould alſo thinks the de- 
ef'3 »:; ſtreying 
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roying of all Litur oy the only way of ſecurity to Gods worſpip, 
4 bs ep being x firty 3 to 2 Church, as he 
vo · hedge, no-wall to the ( ommon, or deſert, the no incleſure to 
the noeplantation, | 
35 That the eradication of Epiſcopacy, firſt Voted, then A. 
Hed, by the Ordination of Presbyters by Pretbyters without any 
Biſhop which begun to be prattiſed in thu King dome, about the 
end of the laſt yeare,was in any reaſon to be accounted proemiali 


and prepa#atory to ſome farther degree of amtia, or diſorder, 


aud to be attended by the abolition of the Liturgy in the begin - 
ning of thu new yeare, ¶ Epiſcepacy and Liturgy being like the 
cura roh yiiarov ric, among the e gyptians, thu Daughter to attend 


that Mother,as among the Barbarians when their Prince died, 


ſome of the nobleſt were conſtantly to beare him company out of 
the World, not to mourne for, but to dye with him) thing 
that the People of this Kingdome could never have beene imagi- 
ned low or ſervile enough to beare or endure (J am ſure with. 
in few yeares they that ſate at the fterne of actios conceived ſo, 
and therefore were faine by Declaration, to diſavow all ſuch in- 
tention of violence) till by ſuch other aſſayes and practiſet and 
experiments, they were found to be, latis ad ſervitutem parati, 
ſufficiently prepared for any thing that was ſervile, almoſt unca- 
pable of the benefit or releife of a Fubilte, like the ſlave in Exo- 
dus, that would not goe out free,bwt required to be bored tho. 
row the eare by buy HMaſter,to be a ſlave for ever. 
615 That it « one profeſt act of Gods ſecret wiſedome,to make 
ſuch tryalls 4 thu, of mens fidelity, and ſente, and ac Knowledge. 
ment of hit ſo long indulged ſavours, to ſee who will ſincerely 
mourne for the departing of the glory from Iſrael, whether 
there be not ſome that (with the Captive Trojan Women in Ho. 
mer, who wept /o paſſionately at the fall of patroclus, but made 
that publicke lofle the ſeaſon to powre out their private 
greifes) are ſenſible of thoſe ſufferings of the (hurch only wheres 


in their interefts are involved and more neerly concerned : whe 


ther not ſome thats count the invaſion of the Revenues of the © 


Church a Sacriledge, a calamity, and finne unparallelld, but 
thinks the abolition of the Liturgy anconfiderable, a veniall fon 
iS | and 


* 


S 


1 
7— 


x 
; 


ſecular intereſt of our owne,that which makes the ſeperation be- 
twixt Chrift and Mammon,may be allowed any expreſſion of our 
paſſion or xealeyi,e.im effe tt, whether we powre out one drop for 
Chriſt in all this deluge of tearer,or whether like nncompounded 
ſelſe lover s,whoſe only centre & principle of motion i our ſelves, 
we have paſſion to no ſpectacle but what the looking glaſſe preſents. 
to us, with a Temornov e, making God the pretence, and 
apologv, for that kindneſſe which is paid and pomred out unto a- 
not her ſhrine. For of this there ts no doubt, that of all the changes 
of late deſigned and offered to authority, there 1s none for which 
fleſh and bloud, paſſions and intereſfts of men can allow ſo free 4 
ſuffrage ſo regretleſſe a conſent,as thus of the abolition of the Li- 
turgy, The ſſuggiſhneſſe of unguifted men, the only thing that 


5s affirmed to be concerned in, or to gain by it, is perfettly miſt as 


ken as ſpall anon appeare) and were there not a God in Heaven, 
the care of whoſe honour obliged us to endeavour the preſervati- 
09 of it, were not a ſuture growth of Atheiſme and Prophaneneſſe 


the feared conſequent of ſuch abolition, aud notorious experience 


ready toavow the juſtneſſe of this feare, I have reaſon to be confi» 
went that no Advocate would offer Libell,no Diſputer put in exo 
cept ion, againſt this preſent Directory I am privy to my.own ſence, 
that I ſhould not, I have rather reaſon to impute it to my ſelie, that 
the want of any ſuch carnal motive to ſtir me up to this defence, 
might be the cauſe that I ſo long deferr d to undertake it, & per- 
haps ſhould have done ſo longer, if any-man elſe had appear d in 
that argument, And therefore unleſſe it be ſtrange for men, when 
there be ſo many tempters abroad, to be pertpitted to temptations, 


ſure Gods yeilding to this att of the importunity of Satan (who 


a+" dg in this new way to explore many) will not be ſtrange 
neither. 

Laſtiy, that our ſo long abwſe of this ſo continued a mercy, our 
want of diligence in aſſembling our ſelves together (the too or- 
dinary fault of too many of the beſt of m9)our generall,ſtandalow, 
unexcuſable diſobedience to the command: of our ¶ hurch. which 
requires that ſervice to be nſed conflantly in publicks every day, 
the vanity of prurient tongues and itching ere! , which are ſtill 

b . thirſtin g 


and miſery;whether that, wherein Gods glory i; joyned with any 


S 8. 


| $-9, 


 thirfting newes and variety, but above all, the want of ardvy and 


ferventy in the performance of this preſcribed ſervice, the admit- 
ting of all ſecular company( 1 mean worldly thoughts) into ita pre- 
ſence preferring all ſecular bnſineſſe before it, the generall irre ve- 
rence and indifference in the celebrations, may well be thought to 
have encouraged Satantohis expetivit, to the preferring his peti- 
tion to God, and his importuniii at length to have provoked God 
to deliver up our Liturgy to him, and his miuiſters, to oppoſe and 
maligne, to calumniate and deſame, and at laſt to gain the counte- 
nance of an Ordinance,to condemne and execute it as at this day, 
The Lord be mereifnll to them that have yeilded to be inſtrumen- 
tall to that great deſtroyer in this buſine ſſe. 
have thus farre laboured to pre ſſe home that part of Saint Pe- 
ters eæhortat ion un gige, not to thii ke the calamity ſtrange 
which hat h befallen this Church in this matter, on no other purpoſe, 
but to difcharge that duty which we ow to Gods ſecret providence, 
of obſerving the viſible works of it that 8 our ſelves to be 
under his affiiting hand, we may, 1. Foine in the uſe of all pro- 
bable meanesto remove ſo ſad a preſſure, by humbling our ſelves, 
and reforming thoſe unes which bave fitted us for this captivity, 
then 2. that we may compaſſionate and pardon, and bleſſe, and pray 


for thoſe whoſe hands have been uſed in the executionof this venge- 


ance and 2 ＋7 vpon the land: and Laſtly That we may endea- 
vour if it be paſſtble, to diſabuſe and reftify thoſe, who are capa- 
ble, by more light, of ſafer reſolutions; To which purpoſe theſe fol- 
towing 2 being deſigned in the bowells of compaſſion 
to my infatuated Country men, & out of a fincere ſingle deſire that 
our fins may have ſome end or allay though our miſeries have not, 
(and therefore framed in ſuch « manner, as I conceived , might 
prove moſt uſefull. by being moſt proportionable to them, who ſtood 
moſt in need of them, without any oblation provided for any other 
farine any civility for the more curious Reader)are here offered to 


ther, to be dealt with as thou defireſt tobe treated at that laſt dread. 


full tribunall, which ſure then will be with acceptation of pardon, 
and with that Charity (the but juſt retwyne to that which mixt 
this entidotefor thee) which will cover a multitude of ſinnes. 


am wwe ac. 
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CHAP; I. 


IN the Ordinance prefixt to the Dire- 
ory (being almoſt wholly made up 
of formes of Repeale) there are onely 
two things worthy of any ſtay or conſi - 
deration. 

1, The motives upon which the 
Houſes of Parliament have beene incli- 
ned to thinke it »eceſſary to aboliſh the 
Booke of Common - Prayer, and eſtabliſh the Directory, and thoſe 
are ſpeciſied to be three. Firſt the conſideration of the manifold 
inconveniences that have riſen by the Book in thi; Kingdome. 2. 
The reſolut ion according to their Covenant, to reforme Religion 
according to the word of God, and the beſt reformed ¶ hurches. 3. 
Their having conſulted with the Learned, and Pious, and Reve- 
rend Divine to that purpoſe, from whence they conclude it neceſſa- 
ry toaboliſh the Booke. | 

To this concluſion inferr'd upon theſe premiſes, I ſhall con- 
fidently make this returne, 1, That the concluſion is asillogi- 
call as any that an Aſſembly of wiſe men have ever acknow- 
ledged themſelves to be guilty ot, no one of the three Motives 
being ſeverally of ſtrength to beare ſuch a ſuperſtructure, and 
therefore all together being asunſufficient; for if the concluſi- 
on were only ot the prudence, or expedience, of taking it away, 

ſome what might be pretended for that inference from the 
tHe premiſes, 
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(2) 
premiſes, ſuppoſing them true: But when tis of »eceſſity (and 
that twice repeated, and ſo not caſually fallen from them) 
there muſt then be ſome what of precept divine in the iſes 
to induce that neceſſtiy, or elſe it will never be induced : for 1 
ſhall ſuppoſe it granted by them with whom I now diſpute, 
that nothing is neceſ#@r7 in the worſhip of God, but what God 
hath preſcribed, the neceſſity of precept being the only one that 
can have place in this matter, and the necefſites medii, bei 
moſt improper to be here pleaded. But that there is no ſac 
dirett precept, ſo much as pretended to by thoſe three motives, 
it is cleare,and as cleare, that all together doe not amount to an 
interpretative precept, For that a lawfull thing though preſt 
with manifold inconveniences ſhould be removed,is no where 
commanded the lawfull Magiſtrate, but left to bis prudence to 
ju ige whether there be not conveniences on the other fide, 
which may eounterballance thoſe inconveniences; much leſſr 
is it commanded the inferiour Gourts in deſpight of King and 
ſtandingLaw. For what ever of expedience,and ſo of prudence 
might be ſuppoſed to interpoſe , that may be ſufficient to in- 
eline a Wiſe Magiſtrate to make a Law, but not any elſe, either 
to uſurpe the power of a Lau- maker, or to doe any thing con- 
trary to aſfabliſbd Lawes; there being nothing that can juſtify 
the leaſt diſobedience of Subjects to their Prince, or the Lawes 
of the Kingdom, but that obligation to that one ſuperiour Law 
of that higher Prince, our Father which © in heaven, which be- 
ing ſuppoſed, dis not all the reſolutions. and Covenants in the 
world that ean male it mul for any ſo to diſobey, much le ſſe 
nece ſſary, any more, then the ſa ing Corban in the Goſpell, i. e. 
22 a vow will free the Child from the obligation of 
ensuring or releiving his Father, or then Herod”s vow made it 
law full to cut off the head of Fobn the Baptilt: and then how 
farre the conſultation with thoſe Divines may induce that we- 
oeſſity, will upon the ſame ground alſo be manifeſt to any, e ſpe- 
cially that ſhall remember, with what caution that Aſſembly 
was by the Houſes admitted to conſult ,, and with what re- 
traints on them, and proteſſions, that they were call'd only to 
be adviſers, when they were required, but not to conclude any 
-» 


2 thing, 
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(3) 
ching, either by a gener all concurrence, or by that of a Major 
part, any farther then the rcaſon which they ſhould offer them, 
might prevatle with themz to which purpole it was fo order- 
ed, that if any one man diflented from the teſt of their Di- 
vines, his opinion and reaſons were as much to be repreſemed 
to the Houſes, as that other of the reſt of the Aſſembly. 

By this I conceive it appeares, that I have not quarrell'd 
cauſeleſly with the Logick of this concluſi an, the premiſes pre- 
tending at moſt but motives of expediexce, and ſo as unable to 
inferre a neceſſity, as a Topical argument is to demonffrate, ot a 
particular to induce an wniver/all, That which I would in 
charity gueſſe of this matter, as the cauſe of this miſtake, is my 
not groundlefle ſuſpicion, that when the Presbyterians had 
prepared the premiſes, the Independents framed the concluli- 
on, the former of theſe joyning at laſt with the other ina teſo- 
lution of taking away the Baok, but only on prudentiall con- 
ſiderations, not out of Conſcience of the unlawfullneſſe, and 
propartionably ſetting downe thoſe reaſons bat prudentiall 
reaſons; and thie latter though reſtrained from putting conſci- 
ence into the premiſes, yet ſtealing it ſecretly into the concius 
ſion, and ſo each deceiving and being deceived by each other, 
I am not ſure that my conjecture is right in this particular, yer 
have I reaſon to infert it. 1. Becauſe I finde in many places 
of the Directory certaine footſteps of this kind of compoſition 
and complyance, and mixture of thoſe fo diſtant forts of Re- 
formers. 27. Becauſe the Presbyterians which have former- 


ly appeared both in other and in this Kingdome (whoſe co- 


py theſe preſent reformers of that party bave tranſcribed) have 
conſtantly avowed the law fullneſſe of Liturgy, and ſo cannot 
affirme any neceſſity of aboliſhing; witneſſe Calvin himſelſe 
(whom we ſhall anon have occafion to produce) and the pra- 
Qiſe ot his Church of Geneva, and neerer to our ſelves, Wite 
neſſe thoſe foure claſſes, which in Q. El:zaberths dayes, had 


ſet themſelves up in this Kingdome. Theſe had made com- 


plaint to the Lord Burleigh againſt our Liturgy, and entertained 
hopes of obtaining his favour in that buſineſſe about the yeare 
1585. he demanded of them, whether they deſired the taking 

B 2 away 
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(4) 

away of all Liturgy, they anſwered, no, he then required them 
to make a better, ſuch as they would deſire to have ſettled in 
the ſtead of this. The firſt Chaſſis did accordingly frame a new 
one, ſomewhat according to the Geneva forme. But this the 
fecond Claſſis diſliked, and altered in 600 particulars; that a- 
gain had the fate to be quarrell'd by the third Claſſis, and what 
the third refolved on, by the fourth; and the diſſenting of thoſe 
Brethren, as the Diviſion of tongues at Babel, was a faire 
meanes to keep that Tower then trom advarcing any higher, 
Nay even for our neighbours of Scot/and themſelves, what e- 
ver ſome of them of late have thought fit to do, ſince they 
became Covenanteers, (in animoſity perhaps and oppoſition 
to that terrible norm, the Liturgy ſent to them from hence 
we know that they were presbyterians formerly, without ſee- 
ing any neceſſity of aboliſhing Liturgy. 

'Tis no ne wes to tell you that M Knox wrote a Liturgy, 
wherein there is frequent mention of the dayes of Common» 
Prayer; and among many other particulars, theſe enſuing, wor- 
thy your remarke. 1. Plaine undiſguiſed confeſſions of ſuch 


faults, which this age, though as notoriouſly guilty of as they, . 


will not put into publicke formes, or leave upon record againſt 
themſelves, as, That for the pleaſure and defence of the French 
they had violated their Faith, oft breaking the leagues of unity & 
concord, which their Kings ard Governonr: had comratted 
with their Neighbomre, and againe, that for the maintenance of 
their freindſhip, they have not feared to breake their ſolemned 
oathe; made unto others. To which I might adde, from another 


_ Confeſſion, that M horedome and aduliery are but paſtimes of 


the fleſh, crafty dealing deceit and oppreſſion is counted good con- 
queſt, & c. but that it would look too like a Satyre againſt ſome 
part of that Nation atthis time thus to ſpecific. 2, Their great 
ſence and acknowledgement of obligations frem this Kingdom 
of England, and not only prayers for continuance of peace be- 
tween Exgland and Scotland, but even execrations en all (and 
ſo ſure on thoſe their ſucceſſors of this age) which ſnould con- 
tinue or contribute ought toward the breaking of it, the words 


are theſe, Seeing when we by our power were altogether 174 
. | 4 


(s) 
ble, & e. thou didſt move the hearts of our neighbours (of when 
we had deſerved no (uch favour) to take upon tbem the common 
burt hen with us, and for our delrwerance, not only to ſpend the 
lives of many, but alſoto hazard the eftate aud tranquillity of 
their Realme, Grant unto us that with ſuch reverence we may re- 
member thy benefits received, that after this in our default, we 
never enter into hoſtility againft the Nation of England, ſuffer 
us ne ver to fall into that ingratitude and deteſtable wnthankefull. 
neſſe, that we ſhould ſee lę the deſtrnftion and death of thoſe whom 
thou haſt made inſtruments to deliver ns from the tyranny of 
mercileſſe ſtrangers, [ the French. ] Dsſſipate thou the C vunſelli 
of ſuch as decenfully travaile to ſtirre the hearts of either Realme 
againſt the other, let their malicious practices be their owne con- 
fuſion, and grant thou of thy merey, that love, and concord, and 
tranquillity may continue aud encreaſe among the inhabitants of 
this iſland, even to the comming of our Lerd eſus Chriſt, 3, 
That ſome of their formes of words are directly all one with 
ours, others with ſome (mall additions retaining our formes, as 


in the Prayer for the King, and the Bxhortation before the Sa- 


crament, and the adjuration of the Parties to be married will 
appeare. 4, That on their day of Faſt though that be with 
reat care provided and ordered to be the Sunday twice toge- 
ther, quite contrary to the Canons and cuſtome of the Primitive 
Church, yet) *tis then appointed, that the Ainifter with the 
People all proſtrate themſelves tc. a poſture of moſt humble 
bodily adoration,made to reproach thoſe who will not ſo much 
2 recommend or direct any one kinde of corporall worſhip or 
geſture of humiliation in all their Directory. The inlargeing to 
this mention of particulars I acknowledge to be a digreſſion, 
But the preſenting to your knowledge or remembrance this 
Scottiſh Liturgy is not; By which ſuperadded to the former, 
and by much more which might from other Churches be ad- 
ded to that, it breifly appeares what is or hath been the uni- 
forme judgement of the Presbyterians in this matter, directly 
contrary to the concluded neceſſity of aboliſbing. 
Which neceſſity on the other fide the I 8 have 
ſtill aſſerted, and for that and other ſuch differences have ++ 
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vowed their reſolutions, to be the like ſcourges to them as 
they have been tous, profeſſing (and ad homines, unanſwera- 
bly proving the reaſonab leneſſe of it) to reforme the Geneva 
re formation ( as a fitſttude and ſo imperfeR draught jult creep- 
ing out of Popery there, and therefore not ſuppoſeable to be 
compleat at the firſt aſſay) as the Pretbyterians upon the ſame 
pretences have delign'd and practiced on our Exgliſd Refor- 
mation. 

All this Ihave ſaid againſt the concluded neceſſity in cafe, 
or on ſuppoſition that the premiſes were true, but now I muſt 
adde the falſeneſſe of thoſe alfo, and then it the neceſſity will 
{till remaine, I muſt pronounce it a peice of Stoicall fatality, an 


inſuperable untuly wecefſitce indeed, that will acknowledge no 


Lzwes, or bounds, or limits to confine it. 

And firſt for the manifold inconveniences, if that phraſe de- 
note thoſe ſeveralls which in the Preface to the Directory are 
ſuggeſted, I ſhall in due place make it appeare. 

1. That there are no ſuch inconveniencies. 

2. That greater then thoſe may eaſily, and hereafter ſhall 


be produced againſt their Directory, and conſequently that, 
although true inconveniencies were ſuppoſed ſufficient to in- 


ferre a weceſſitie of abolition, yet ſuch onely pretended names 


of inconveniency, fach Chimers's ind Xormo's (eſpecially 


over-ba.:lanced with reall ones in the other ſcale) would be a- 


boundantly inſufficient to do it. But ii the manifold incon ve- 


nionces have a larger proſpect to referre to, we ſhall conclude 
it very uncharitable not to mention thoſe, which might poſſi» 


bly have had the ſame effect with us as with them, convinced 


us alſo to be their Proſelytes, and in the meane time very un- 
juſt to put ſo uncertaine an equivocall phraſe into a law, which 
we have no Criterion, or.nomenclature to interpret; but be- 
yondall, very imprudent to mention and lay weight on ſuch 
light and ſuch no incanveniencies afterward ſpecified, when 
others might have been produced better able to beate the envy 

of the accuſation. | 
As for your reſolution, if it went no higher then the Cove- 
nant, and that but to reforme Religion, according te the ward of 
/ | G od, 
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Ged, aud the example of the beſt reformed Churches, I am ſure it 


cannot oblige, or ſo much as incline you to take away that 
Book, there being nothing in it. 1. Contrary to deſigne of re- 


formation. 2, Contrary to the word of God, or 3. Contrary to: 


the example of the beſt reformed (hurches, 

Not 1, to Reformation, for Reformation is as contrary to 
abolition of what ſhould be reformed, as cure to killing; and it 
it bereplyed, that the abolition of Liturgy, as unlawtull may 
be neceſſary to the reforming of Religion, I ſhall yeeld to that 
reply onchat ſu>poſition, but then withall adde, that Licurgy 


mult firſt be proved unlamſull, and that teſtified from divine 


#nfallible principles; which becauſe it is not thorow this whole 
Book ſo much as pretended, both that and the ſecond ſuggeſti- 
on from the word of God mult neceſſarily be diſclaimed, and 
then the example of the belt reformed Churches will ſoone 
follow, not onely becauſe all other Reformed Churches ordi- 
narily knowne by that Title, have ſome kinde of Liturgy, and 
that is as contrary to abolition, as the continuing of ours with- 
out any change, but becauſe no reformation is tobe preferr'd 


before that which cuts offno more then is neceſſary: to be cut 


oft, and which produces the Scripture rule, the ſword of the Spi. 
rit for all ſuch ampurations; and therefore the Church of Eng- 
land, as it ſtands eſtabli bed by Law.is avowable againſt all the 


Calumniators in the world, to be the beft and moſt exemplarie 


reformed; ſo farre, that it I did not gueſſe of the ſenſe of the 
Covenant more by the temper then words of the Covenarl- 
teers, I {ſhould thir.ke all men, that have Covenanted io reform 
after the example of the beſt reformed Chnarches, indiſpenſably 
obliged to conferme to the King- Edward, or Qaeene- Elize- 
betb-Engliſh Reformation, the molt regular perfect pattetne 
that Exrope yeeldeth. | 7 5 5 
As for the truth of the laſt affirmation that they have con- 
ſulted with the Divines called together to that purpoſe, al- 
though I have no reaſon to doubt of it, yet this I know, that 
very many of the learned'ſt there preſent, were, ere 
before their imbarking in that imployment, otherwiſe mind - 


ed, and that therefore ſo ſuddain an univerſall change of minds 
ſavours 
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lavours either of ſome ſtrong" charme, or ffrange inconflancy, 
and I ſhall make bold to aske this Queſtion of that whole num- 
ber of Divines, whether I ſhould do them wrong in affirming, 


that there yet are not ten Divines in that number that thinke 


all Liturgy unlawtfull, and conſequently that it was neceſſary 
(not to reforme, but) to 4697: our Booke, which is the ſtile of 
the Ordinance. If this challenge of mine may not be anſwer'd 
with a plaine punctuall ſubſcription of ſo many to the condem- 
nation of all Liturgy: as unlawfull, I am ſute this is an Argu- 
ment, ad hominet, unanſwerable. And the ground of my chal- 
lenge, and of my ſpecifying'that number, is the relation we 
have oft had of the but ſeven diſſenting Brethren, i.e. the but 
ſo many of the Independent Party among them, whichupon 
my former ground I now ſuppoſe tke onely mortall enemies 
to all Liturgy. But it I am miſtaken, and this be the common 
ſenſe of thoſe Aſſemblers; then have [ reaſon to add to my for- 
mer complaints this other of their ſo over- cautious expreſſions, 
which through this whole Book hath not once intimated either 
the whole or any part to be w»/aw/ull, but onely quarrel'd the 
inconveniences, which ſuppoſe it otherwiſe to be Ii. 

And thus much might ſuffice of the firſt obſervable in the 
Ocdinance, the concluding this abolition to be neceſſary, Bur 
becauſe I would foreſee and prevent all poſſible rejoynder, 
and becauſe I wouldhere interpoſe ſome conſiderations which 
would otherwiſe take up a larger place, I ſhall ſuppoſe the 
Presbyterians may have another notion of the word Neceſſary, 
of a lower importance then this under which we have hither- 
to proceeded againſt them (though till the Independents , 
whoſe judgement is not wont to be deſpiſed in the framing of 
Ordinances, cannot be-imagined to take it in any other) and 
that is, that it ſhall ſignifie onely a Politicall neceſſity, or that 
which is neceſſary, if not to the being, yet to the well being, i e. 
to the Peace and proferity of this Kingdome. Now becauſe 
there be two parts of every Chriltian Kingdom, a State and a 
Chmnrcb, and ſo two branches of Policy, Civill and Eccleſiaſti. 


call, I ſhall, not undertake to be ſo farre Maſter of their lence, 
as to pitch upon either as that wherein they affirme this «bo/5- 


tion 
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tion neceſſary ,but ſay ſomewhat to both, and to ſhe w that it is 


not neceſſary in either ſence of Political neceſſity. 
And firſt that che abolition of Liturgy cannot have ſo much 


as a benigne influence on the State, much leſſe be neceſſary to 


the proſperity of it, I ſhall inferre onely by this vulgar apho- 
riſme, that any notable or grand mutation, it from ſome higher 
principle it appeare not neceſſary to be made, will be neceſſary 
not to be made, at leaſt not to be made ovugredWw, altogether, 
but onely by degrees and prudent diſpenſings. I ſhall not any 
farther enlarge on fo plaine a theme, then to mention one pro- 
portion or reſemblance of this truth in the natural! body obſer- 


ved by the Phyſitians in the cure of an hydropicall patient, 


who, when the body lyes covered with ſuch a deluge of water, 
that it proves neceſſary to make ſome ſluce to let cut the bur- 
thenous ſuperfluity , doe not yet proceed by any looſe way of 
letting out all at once, becauſe the violent efavium, or powr- 
ng out of Spirits conſtantly conſequent to that, would certain» 
ly deſtroy the Patient, & endanger him on dry ground,as much, 
or more, then in the midſt of thoſe waters; but the method is a 
SDaxir mas, the making ſo ſmall a hole in the skin, that ſhall 
drain the body by inſenſible degrees by drawing out a little at 
once,and never above a pint at a time, though many gallons are 
deſigned to paſſe by this way of evacuation. I ſhall adde no 
more to this reſemblance, but that the totall violent illegall 
abolition of Liturgy in a ſetled Church, is certainly of this na- 
ture, and being ſuperadded to the change of the Government 
into a Forme quite contrary to that which for 1600 yeares hath 
prevailed in the univerſall Church of Chrilt, there ſetled by the 
Apoſtleꝛ, may be allow'd the ſtile of ignis mutatio, a mutation 
ot ſome conſi derable importance to a Chriſtian ſtate, which 
being admitted altogether without any preparative alle via- 
ting ſteps, will (by the rapid ſuddaine motion at leaſt, if there 
were nothing elſe) have a dangerous it fluence upon the whole 
body, of which the cunningeſt div iner cannot at this diſtance 
foreſee the effects, or prevent the emergent miſcheifes which 
ſucceeding time may diſcover, If it be ſaid, that this abolition 
is now neceſſary to conclud: the preſent 1 8 and that be affir- 

| med 
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med tobe the Palitiei neceſſity here meant, I anſwer, that if 
it were able to doe that. I ſhould acknowledge it the ſtrongeſt 
argument that could be thought on to prove ĩt Politically neceſ- 
ry, this Warte being, ſo unneceſſatily deſtructive, and any 
thing that could rid us of that, ſo ſtrongly convenient, that if 
Conſcience would permit the uſe of it, I ſhould allow it the 
title of neceſſary. But to make ſhort of this, no man can be- 
leive that theſe Armies were raiſed or continued to ſubdue the 
Common Prayer- Book, for, beſides that there was a time when 
twas found neceſſary for the Houſes to declare, that they had 
no deſigne to take away that Book, for feare the People ſhould 
be diſobliged by it, and another when the Earle of £fex his 
Army expreſt ſome kindneſſe to it; *Tis now confeſt by the 
pretenders of both Perſwaſions, Presbyterians and Inde pen- 
dents, one that they doe not, the other that they muſt not take 
up Armes fot Religion, and fo that kind of politicall neceſſity 
of aboliſhing the Booke is, and by themſelves muſt be diſclai- 
med alſo, | 
Now for the ſecond branch of this »eceſiry,that which is in 
order to Eccleſiaſtical or Church: policy, we {hall take liberty 
in this place to conſider this matter at large, becauſe it may per- 
haps ſave us ſome paines hereafter, and becauſe their pretend- 
ing of this neceſſity of doing what they doe, is a tentation, it not 
a challenge to us to doe ſo, and then we (hall leave it to the 
Reader to judge what grounds may hence be fercht for this 
pretended neceſſity. And this mult be done by laying together 
the ſeverall things that are in our Liturgy, and are purpoſely 
left out in the Directory, and ſo are as it were the Characteri- 
ſticall note, by which the Directory is by the Aſſemblers de- 
ſigned to differ from our Ziturgy, as ſo much food from poyſon. 
Chriſtian from Antichriſtian (if Neceſſity be properly taken) 
or (if improperly for that which is neceſſary onely to the well 
being) as a more perfect and more profitable, from that which, 
if it be ſo at all, is not either (in the ir opinion) in ſo high a de- 
gree. 
Now the ſeveralls of our Liturgy which are purpoſely a- 
voyded in this Directory, I have obſerved to be W 
theſe; 


| 
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theſe, Of thoſe that are more extrinſecall, ſixe. 


1. The preſcribing of Formes, or Liturgy it ſelſe. 

2. Outward or bodily worſhip. | 

3. Oniformity in performing Goda ſer vice. 

4+ The Peoples bearing ſome part in the ſervice, 

5. The dividing the Prayers into ſeveral Collefts, and not 

putting them all into one continued Prayer. 

6. The Ceremonies of kneeling in the Communion, of Croſſe 

in Baptiſme,of Ring in Marriage, &cC. 


Then of thoſe that are intrinſecal, and parts of the Service. 


1. The Abſolution, in the beginning of the Service next after 
the Confeſkon, and before the Communion, aud in the 
Viſitation of the ſicks, 

2. The Hymnes, the Introite, the Te Deum, &g. 

3. The uſe of the Doxology or giving glory to God, 

4. The Confeſſion of the Faith in the (reeds. 

5. Tbe frequent repeating of the Lords Prayer, and the Pray- 
ers for the King. 

6. The obſervation of divers Feaſts commemorative, not one- 
ty of Chriſt,but of Saints departed, and aſſigning Servi- 
ces, Leſſons, Epiftles,and Gocpels, and Collects to them. 

7. The reading the Commandements, and the Prayers be- 
longing to that Service, 

8. The order of the Offs rtory, 

9. Private Bapti/me. 

10. A preſcript forme of Catechiſme. > 

11. Confirmation. 

12. The ſolemnities of burying the dead. 

13. Thankeſgiving after ( hild-birth. 

14. Communion of the ſick. 

15. The Service containing the ( ommination, 

16. The obſervation of Lent ,and the Rogation, and I would 
adde alſo of the Ember weekes, 


This may ſeem too looſe araske,to enlarge on each of theſe, 
and yet we are in juſtice to this Booke, and for an anſwer to 
the pretended Neceſſity of aboliſhing it, obliged to doe ſo, as 
breifly asit may, onely ſo farre as may ſerve to give the Rea- 
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der a view of the law lulneſſe at leaſt, and withall of the uſeful. 
neſſe of each of theſe, and conſequently of the no-appearance 
of reaſon why it ſhould be thought neceſſary to aboliſh any 
one of them, much leſſe of all the teſt for that ones ſake. 

And firſt for the preſcribing of Fo: mes of Prayer, or Liturgy 
it ſelfe,we ſhall referre it to judgement whether it be zeceſſas 
ry in Eccleſiaſticall Policy ,i.e.(trongly conducing to the benefit 
and edification of a Church to interdict or baniſh it out of the 
Kingdome, when we have propoſed theſe few things concer- 
ning it 1. The example of God himſelfe and holy men in the 
Old Teſtament, preſcribing ſet Formes of bleſſing the People 
to be uſed daily by ¶Haron and his Sonnes, Numb. 6. 23. The 
Lord bleſſe thee and keepe thee, &c.ſet Formes for the people 
to ule themielves, Dest. 26. 3. 5. Thonſhak ſay before the 
Lord, A Syrian, &c, as alſo at the going out of their Armies, 
Deut. 20. 3. and of Thankeſgiving. Exod.15.1, made by oſes, 
and it ſeemes learnt by heart by all the people; and in the ſame 
words uſed againe by Miriam, v. 21. and ſo it appeares, /a. 38. 
20. that Hezekzab did not onely forme a ſet thankeſgiving, but 
uſed it all the dayes of his life, and the ſame Hezekiah, 2 ¶ hron. 
29-30. in his thankeſgiving commande the Levites alſo to 
ſing prayſes to God with the words of David and 4ſaph, i.e. 
Formes already prepared to his hand by thoſe facred Pen- men. 

2. The practice of the Jewes ſince Ezra's time conſtantly 
uſing ſet Formes of Prayer by way of Litzrgy; For this I ſhall 
produce no other proofe then the teſtimony of a learned Mem- 
ber of their Aſſembly, M Selden in his notes on Entyching, 
vonching all his atti-mations out ot the ancient records of the 
cuſtomes of the ſewiſh Nation, from whom, that they may be 
of authority with you, I ſhall tranſcribe theſe ſeveralls, That 
certaine formes of praying, which were to be uſed by every one 
daily by Law, or received cuſtome, were inſtituted by Exra & bis 
houſe ,1.e.ku conſiſtory. That the Jewes about the end of the Ba- 
byloniſh Captivity had their antient manners as well as language 


£& drpraved, that without a Maſter they either were not able to 


pray 4s they ought, or had not confidence to doe ſo . And therefore 
that tor the ſuture, they might wot recede either in the matter of 
| their 


(13) 
their prayers (through corruption ) or expreſſion ( through 
Ignorance ) from that forme of piety commanded them by God, 
this remedy was applyed by the men of the great Synagogue, Ezra 
and his 120 Collegues, (where by the way is obſcrvable one 
ſpeciall ute and benefit of ſet Formes, not only to provide for 
the ignorance, but to be an hedge to the true Religion, to keep 
out all mixtures ar corruptions out of a Church; To which 
purpoſe alſo the Councells in the Chriſtian Church have de- 
ſigned ſeverall parts which we ſtill retaine in our Liturgy, a 
reall and a valuable benefit, if it were conſidered.) That of 
this kind there were 18 Prayers or Benedictiont, call d in the 
Gemara compoſed or appointed Prayers. That the three firft of 
theſe, and the three laſt reſpected the glory of God, the twelve 


other intermediate were ſpent on thoſe prime things that were - 


xece([ary, eit her to the whole People, or every particular man, 
(proportionable to which perhaps it is, that out Saviour who 
accommodated moſt inſtitutions of his Bapriſme and his laſt 
Supper, &. to the cuſtomes of the Church, did alſo deſigne his 
prayer, axit is ſet downe in Matthew, though not according 
to the number of the Jewiſh prayers, yet to the general! mat- 
ter and forme of them, the three firſt branches of it, and the 
concluſion. which may paſſe for three branches more, refer- 
ring to the glory of God, and the other intermediate to our 
private and publick wants.) That theſe Prayers were to be 
learnt by every man, that the Prayers of the untkillfull might be 
as perfect as of the moſt eloquent. That every abt of praying was 
begun with Plal. 5t.15* O Lord open thou our lips, and our 
mouthes ſhall ſhew forth they praiſe (the very forme of words 
ſtill retain'd in Saint James his Liturpy,and in ours before the 
Introite ) and concluded with Pal. 19. the laſt verſe, Inte thy 
hands, & c That of theſe 18 Prayers no one was to be omitted, 
that if any other were added, they were counted of like free-will- 
offerings, as the other were anſwerable to the preſcribed, and were 
called by that name. That the additions might be made onely in 
thoſe Prayers which cencerne their owne wants, becauſe thoſe 
were capable of variation, but not to thoſe that cene rn d God. 
That on Sabbath and Feaſt-dayes no man might . ſe a volunta- 
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it is likely that the Pagans came to uſe their ſet Forme in their 
Sacrifice alſo, ( and pet haps the Mabume dans too) by the ex- 
ample of the Fewiſh Church, for which he there referres the 
Reader to many Bookes of the Learned. I conce ive the autho- 
rity of this Gentleman hath not been deſpiſed by the Houſe of 
Commons, and the Aſſemblers (when it hath chanccd to a- 

ee with their deſignes or intereſt )and there fore I have thus 
Needle an Argument ad homines, inſiſted on it. 

3. The not only practice, but precept of Chriſt in the New 
Teſtament who did not only uſe himſelfe a ſet form of words 
in prayer, three times together uſing the ſame words. Mat. 26 
44. & upon the croſſe in the ſame manner, pray ing in the Pſal- 
miſts words, only changed into the Syriack dialect, which was 
then the vulgar: but alſo commanded the uſe of thoſe very 
words of his perfect forme, which it ſeems he meant not only 
as a patterne, but a forme it ſelfe (as the Standard weight, is 
not only the meaſure of all weights, but may it ſelfe be uſed) 
Luc. 11 2. when you pray, ſay, Our Father, &c,which precept 
no man can with a good conſcience ever obey, that holds all 
ſet formes neceſſary to be caſt out of the Church. 

4. The practice, not only of John the Baptiſt, who taught 
his Diſceples to pray. Luc. 11.1 (which occaſioned Chriſts 
Diſciples todemand,and him to give thema forme of Prayer ) 
but eſpecially of the Apoſtles, of wbich we finde intimations 
1. Cor. 14 26. vben you gome together every one of you hath 4 
P ſalme, which ſure referres to ſome of the Plalmes of David 
or e/aph, uſed then ordinarily in their devotions, (and that 
as even now l ſaid,anthorized by the example of Chriſt him- 
ſelfe upon the Croſſe, who ir is thought, repeated the whole 
22Plalm,it is certain, the firſt verſe of it, fy God Hy God why 
baſt thou forſaken me) and ſo certainly a ſet forme, and that of 
Prayer too( of which thankſgivings and Prayſes are a part. 
Bur becauſe every one had his /everall Pſalme, it is therefore 
reprehended by the Apoſtle, as tending to confuſion, and by 


that 


. * 


(15) 
that conſequence, Saint Paal: judgement is thence deducible 
for the joyning of all inthe ſame forme, as being the onely 
courſe tending to edification in the end of that verſe, and then 
ſure *rwould be hard, that that which the Apoſtle conceived 
the only courſe for edifying, ſhould now be neceſſarie to be 
turn'd out of the Church, as contrary to edification. Farther yet, 


tis cleare by text, that the Apoltles when they met together, 


to holy duties (ſuch are Faſting, Prayer, receiving the Sacra- 
ment) continued very long time, ſometimes a whole day to- 
gether. This being too much to be alwayes continued in the 
Church, and unſuteable to every mans buſineſſe, is ſaid to have 
beene the occaſion that St James firſt made choice of ſome ſpe - 
ciall Prayers molt frequently by them uſed, which was after 
called his Liturgie, which (or ſome other in the diſguiſe o 
that) the Greeke Church ſtill ufe on ſolemne dayes. This alſo 
being ofthe longeſt for every dayes uſe, St Baſil is ſaid to have 
ſhortned, and that againe St Chry/oftome; how certaine theſe 
reports are, I thall not take upon me to affirme, but only adde, 
that the Greeke Church, who are moſt likely to know the 
truth of it by their records, doe retaine all theſe three Litur. 
gies , and would loudly laugh at any man that ſhould make 
doubt whether St James, St Baſil, and St Chry/oſtome,were not 
the Authors of them. 2. That the judgement of that Church 
(if they are deceived alſo, & may not be thought worthy to be 
heeded by our Aſſemblers) is yet an argument of great autho- 
rity to any prudent man, if not that theke Liturgies were pure- 
ly the ſame with thoſe which were written by that Apoſtle, 
and thoſe holy men, yet that there were ſuch things as Litur- 
75 of their penning. The like might be added of that ſhore 
orme of St Peters, which alone they ſay was uſed in the Ro- 
man Church for a great while, till after by ſome Popes it was 
augmented, and the ſame of St AZarkgs Liturgy. Iam ſure St 
Anguſtine ſpeaking of ſome formesrerained in the Church,and 
ſtill to be found in our Liturgy, particularly that of Surſum cor- 
da Lift up your hearts, &c. ſaith, that they are verba ab ipfis A- 
poſtolorum remporibus petita, words fetcht from the times of 


the Apoſtles, which ſuppoſes. that they did uſe ſuch "ons. 
ng. 


. (16) 
Aud for that particular mention'd by St Auguſtine, it is agree- 
able to the Conſtitutions of the Apoltles, J. 8. c. 16. (which 
collection if it be not ſo antient as it pretends, doth yet imitate 
„ e antiquity) and ſo in St mess, and Baſils and 
Coryſoftomes Licurgy in the ſame words with our Booke as 
farre as to the word [ bounden ] and for many other ſuch parti» 
cular Formes uſed by us, we find them in Cyril of Hiernſalems 
” Catechi/me, one of the antienteſt Authors we have, and then 
that it ſhould be neceſſary for the Church to turne out v bat the 
Apoſtles had thus broughtinto it, will not eaſily be made good 

$18 by our Aſſemblers. 0 
* Th.Gne „ 3 The practice of the univerſall Church from that time to 
Conſtanione in this, which is ſo notorious to any that is converſant inthe wri- 
his palace imi- tings of the Ancient fathers, and of which ſo many teſtimonies 
rating the or are gathered together for many mens ſatisfaRion by Caſſancer, 
* 3 and other writers of the Litur gica, that twere a teproach to 
The chinas, the Reader to detaine or importune him with teſtimonies of 
Wade dT that na ure. To omit the practice of * Conſtantive, who pre- 
ps d mins ſcribed a forme for his Souldiers (a Copy of which we have in 
rendred Ser Euſeb. de vit. Conſt. 1.4, c. 20.) I (hall only mention two grand 
Pray-rs, Euſel teſtimonies for fer Formes, one in the 23 Canon of the third 
de vit. Conſt. l Councell of Carthage, Quaſcunq; ſibi preces aliquis deſcribet 
75 1 2 7 non its utatur, niſi pris eas cum inſtruttioribus fratribus contu- 
'he Nobles :. lerit, No man may uſe any Prayers which he hath made, unleſſe 
boat him, that he firſt conſult with other learneder Chriſtians about them, and 
they uſed the other more punctuall, Concil: Milev. c. 12. Placuit ut pre- 
IN 620 cegque probate fuerint in Concilio ab omnibus celebrentur. Nee 
Wil act QIAU, aliæ omnino dicantny in Eccleſia, niſi que a prudentioribus tra- 
1. Prayers that the tant ur, vel comprobatæ in Fynodo fuer int, ne forte aliquid contra 
if | Empcrour fidem, aut per ig norantiam, aut per minus ſtudium ſit compoſitum. 
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«p65 © It was reſolv'd on, that the Prayers that were approv'd in the 


him mw. Councell ſhowldbe uſed by all, and that no other ſhould be ſaid in 
aw ile, the Church but thoſe that had beene weighed by the more prudent, 
&c, toproy the or approv'd in a $ynod, left any thing, either through ignorance 
fe 3 or negligence ſhould be done againſt the Faith. Inſtead of ſuch 
altot ii Citations (and becauſe whatſoever argument is brought from 


age 4 8 that Topick otEcclefiaſticall tradition, is now preſently defam- 
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of contention, As may be ſeene at large in Bucers Scripta An- 


777 | 
med with the title of Popiſhand Antichriſtian, becauſe for- 
ſooth Aetichtiſt wis a working ear ly in the Apoſtles time, and 
every thing that we have not a minde to in antiquity, mult 
needs be one of thoſe wertes) I ſhall rather chooſe to mention 
another. as a more convincing argument 4d homines, and that is 

6. The judgement and practice of the Reformed in otber 5 19. 
Kingdomes, even Calvin himſelfe in ſeverall ample teſti- 
monies, one in his Notes upon Yſal. 20. 1. another in his Epi- 
[tle ro the Protector. I ſhall not give my ſelſe licenſe to tran» 
ſeride theſe, or multiply more ſuch Teſtimonies, only for the 
honour not onely of Liturgie in generall, but particularly of 
our Liturgie, twill be worth remembring that Giibertes a 
German, many yeares ſinca in a booke of his, propounds our 
Boke of Prayer for a ſample of the Formes of the antient 
Church; And for the purity of irLand thorough Reformation, 
that Cranm?y procured the King Edwards Commons» Prayer- 
B oke to be tranſlated into Latine, and ſent it to Bucer, and 
required his ja?gemen: of it, who anſwer'd, that there was 
nothing in it, but what was takenout of the word of God, or 
which was not againſt it, commode acceptum, being taken-in 4 
good ſence, ſome things indeed, ſaith he que niſi quis, &c unleſſe 
they be interpreted with Candor, may ſeeme not ſo agreeable ro 
the word of Gad, and which unquiet men may wreſt unto matter 


Precum fol, 


302,3L 3» 


glicana. Upon this occaſion that Baoke of King Edwards was 
againe ſutvey d, and in thoſe particulars, thit were Subject to 
ſuch Cavills, corrected. After which time the quarrells about 
that Boke were generally with the Papiſts ſnot ſo much 
wich the oppoſite extreame ) and therefore Ph Ou!ld in 
Queene Maries daies wrote againſt them in defence of it, and 
of the King Edwards Reformation, And Crasmer made a 
challenge, that if he might be permitted by the Queene to t: ke 
to him P Martyr, and foure or five more, they would enter 
the liſts with any Papiſts living, and defend the Common Pray- 
er · Bhoke to be perfectly agreeable to the word of God, and the 
ſame in effect which had beene for 1500 yeares in the Church 
of Chriſt. This for the reputation of the Book. Then for the 
fruit and bene fit that by the uſe by it redounded to Ehrilt — 

: ta ke 


: (13) 
take an clayby Mr John Hallier, Fellow of Kings Colledge in 
Cambridge, who was Martyr'd in Maries dayes, An. 
155 7. and being at the ſtake among many other Bookes that 
were throwne into the fire to him, it happened that a Com- 
mon Prayer- Booke fell betweene his hands, which he joyfully 
receiving opened, and read till the. flame and fmoke ſuffered 
bim not to fee any more, and then he fell ro prayer, holding his 
bands up to Heaven, and the Booke betwixt his armes next his 
heart, thanking God for that mercy in ſending him it, therela» 
Ads & Mon. tion is M. Foxes, and from thence the plea authenticke, that 
pig · 18 18. the tree that bare wholſome fruit, ſhould not be cut downe by the 
Law, Dent. 10. 20, even when Warre was to be made on a 
City, and as Maimon: addes J. de Idol. though it were wor- 
ſhipt for an Idol, and if that which was then of fo deare 
eſtee me be now ſonecefary to be calt out, it is an ill indication 
of the times into which we are fallen. 
$ 20; 2”. Thercaſons on which the very Heathens themſelves 
took up the fame practice, which was univerſall (it ſeemes ) 
through all the World, more Catholicke then the Church it 
ſelte. To this purpoſe beſide thoſe Authors which Mr Seiden 
referres to, I ſhall onely adde theſe three teſtimonies, firſt of 
Plato, J. 7. de leg. where he commands. that whatever Pray- 
ors or Hymnes the Poets compoſed to the Gods, they ſhould firſt 
hem them to the Preiſke (asifthey were in a manner leprous 
till then) before they publiſor them, leſt they ſhould athe evil 
things inſtead of good. (an infirmity that theſe dayes are very 
ſubject unto) The ſecond in Thucyd. I. G. p; 434. iy vol e- 
ra cdj rad dh o ν, NN N Kipurcs b 
Set formes for ſcverall oceaſions/ and a common joint ſending 
themup to heaven. The third in Ale ander ab Alex. l. 4. c. 17. 
that the Gentiles read their Prayers ont oa Book before their Sa. 
cyiſſces, Ne quid prapoſterꝭ dicatur, aliquis ex ſcripta yræire & 
ad verbum re ferre ſolitus eff, That the wor be might not be done 
prepoſteronſly. Which two reaſons of theirs, the one leſt they 
ſhould ſtray in the matter of their Prayers, the other leſt 
offend in the manner, may paſſe for Chriſtian reaſons, as ſea- 
$onable with us, as they were among them. And no neceſſitie 
that thoſe res/on; ſhould be deſpiſed by us neither. 2 
. The * 


(19) 
du. The irrationall concludings, or ſhortnefſe of diſcourſe 

of thoſe which are againſt fer formes, eſpecially in two things, 
the firſt obſerved by D Preſton (whoſe memory is, I hope, not 
loſt among theſe Aﬀemblers) and made uſe of in a Printed 
worke of his to the confuting of them. That while they in op- 
"poſition to ſet Formes require the Miniſter to conceive a Pray - 
er for the Congregation, they obſerve not, that the whole 


Congregation is by that meanes as much tinted, and bound to 


a ſet Forme, to wit of thoſe words which the Miniſter con- 
ceives, as it he read them out of a Booke. 2. That the perſons 
with whom we have now to deale, though they will not pre- 
{cribe any Forme of Prayer, yet venture to preſcribe the matter 
of it in theſe words, pag. 14. the Miniſter its 80 call upon the 
Lord tothis effect, Now why the preſcript ion of the matter is 


not the [tinting of the Spirit, as well as the forme of words (un- 
leſſe the Spirit, like the Heathen Mercury be the God of clo- 1. 


-y 
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quence; and be thought to deale in the words onely) or why. 


the promiſe of dabitur in ita hora, it ſhall be given you is that 
honre, ſhould not be as full a promiſe for matter, as for ex- 
prefſions; eſpecially. when that Text forbids care or proviſi - 
on, , #71, not onely bow, but what they ſhould fpeake, and 
the promiſe is peculiarly for the n, it bal be given you what 
you ſball Feake, and this is it, that is attributed to the Spirit, 
v. 20. (from whence if I ſhould conelude, that the Holy Ghoſt 
taught the Diſciples onely the matter of their anſwer; and 
they themſelves were left to put it in Forme of words, there 
is nothing in that Text againſt that aſſertion; and that it was 
ſo in their penning of the New Teſtament, many probabie 
Arguments mighe be oduced if it were now feaſonable, Jand 
conſequently, why the preſcribing of one ſhould not be un- 
reaſonable in them, that eondemne all preſcribing of the other, 
I confſeſſe is one of thoſe things, which my charity hath made 
me willing to impute to the ſhortneſſe of diſcourſe, becauſe 
I am unwilling to lay any heavier. charge upon it. | 
From all which conſidered, and a great deale more which 
might be added, from the uſefullneſſe of knowne Formes to 


thoſe, whoſe underſtandings are not quick enough to go along 
wich unknowne, andif they have no other, are faine oft times 


D 2 | to 


Mat. 10.193 


| (20) 

to returne without performing any part of that ſo neceflary du- 
ty ot prayer in the Church, from the experience of the effect 
ofthe contrary doArine, the many ſcandalous paſſages which 
have fallen from Miniſters in their extemporay Prayers (of 
which meer pity and humanity, civility and mercy to Ene- 
mies, reſtraines us from inſerting a large Catalogue) and the 
no manner of advantage above that which ſet Formes may alſo 
afford, but onely of ſatisfaction to the itching care, exerciſe 
and pleaſure to the licentious tongue, and the vanity of the 
reputation of being able to performe that office ſo fluently 
(which yet is no more then the Rabbins allow Achitophel, that 
he had every day three new Formes of prayer) or of having a 
plentifull meaſure of the Spiritz which is beleeved to infuſe 
ſuch eloquence, I ſhall now conclude it impoſſible that any 
humane eye ſhould diſcerne a Neceſſitze, in teſpect of Eceleſi- 
alticall policy, or edifying the Church, why all Liturgy ſhould 

be deſtroyed, not waſh't nor purg'd with Sope, ſuch any 
Reformation would be, but torne and conſumed with nitre, 
for ſuch is abolition, why it ſhould ſuffer this Oſtraciſme, un- 
lefle as Ariſtides did for being too vertuou) be thus vehe- 
mently firſt declamed, and then banifh'd cut of the Church. 

. Secondly, for eutward bodily worſhip tis particularly prohi- 
bited by the Directory at one time, at the taking of our ſeates or 
places when we enter the Aſſemblie,(direRly contrary to that of 
Ifidor, ſi qui veniat cum ledtio celebratur adoret tant m Deum, 
if any come in-when the Leſſon ts a reading, let himonly performe 
adoration to God, and heartzen to what is read) and never ſo 
much as recommended at any time, nor one would thinke. per- 
mitted in any part ot their publick ſervice, like tbe Perſians in 
Strabo J. 15. that never offer d any part of the fleſh to the Gods 
in their ſacrifices, kept all that to themſelves, ne del dd 
or bitter vrc liege, ſuppoſing the Gods would be content with 
the ſoules, which in the blood were powred out and Sacrifi- 
ced to their honour, mis zap 4135 pan F lapeſs li du mv dry, . 
ur d, they ſaid that the Gods wanted and deſired the ſoules 
for a /acrsfice, but not any thing elſe; of which people Hero- 
46114, 1,1, hath obſerved that they had neither tf (= 
23012 335 37:51 345-473 Altar, 


(21) 
Altar, and laugh d at them which built either, but went to the 
top of ſome hill or other; and there facrificed ; preferring, ſuch 
natacall Altars before any other, The former of theſe is the a- 
vowed Divinity of theſemen (& might perhaps have been at- 
tended with the latter too, were it not that there be fo many 
Churches already built conveniently to their hands) In ſtead 
of which, our Liturgęy hath thought fit not only to recommend 
but preſcribe bodily worſhip, firſt by directing in the Rubricłę 
what part of ſervice ſhall be performed kneeling, then by rea- 
ding the Venite, where all encourage and call up one the o- 
thers to worſhip,and fall do mne, and Seele, &-c, to worſhip; 5. e. 
adore ,, which peculiarly notes bodily worſhip, and fo ſutely 
the falling downe, aud kneeling before the Lord. And of this 
I ſhall ſay, that it is 1. an act of obedience to that precept of 
glorifying God is our bodies, as well as ſoules, 2. a tranſcribing 
of Chrilt's copy, Who kneeled, and even proſtrated himſelfe in 
prayer. of many holy men in Scripture, who are affir med to 
have done fo (and that affirmation written for our example) 
and even of the ablican, ho though ſtanding. yet by fand. 
ing a far off, by not looking up, by frikeng bi breaſt, did clearly 
Joyne bodily. worſhip to his prayer, of ¶ Lord be mere ill to 
me 4 ſinner | uſed at his coming into the Temple, and in that 
poſture thrived better then the Phariſee in his loftier garbe, 
went away more juſtified, ſaich our Saviour, as a veſſell at the 
foot of a hill, will Gfay the Artiſts) receive and containe more % Claw. in 
water, then the ſame or a like veflell on the top of it would Sa. Boje.c. n 
be able to doe (and he that ſhall doe the like, that hall 
joyne adoration of God, and nothing but God, to the uſe * Cam bi me- 
of that or the like fervent ejaculation at his enttance into Gods £07074 fi- 
houſe, will ſure have Chriſts approbation af the Pablicans be- 7 201% 
haviour, to juſtify him from any charge — . 3 
doing) and beſides 3. the moſt agreeable: bumble gedure fre idem r. 
and ſo beſt becoming, and * evideneing and helping the in- /*« exrer144 1 
ward performance of that moſt lowly duty af Prayer, and con: Ilie, fade 


„lle interior iu. 


ſequently that it may be charg'd witb blaſphemy. as well and „ fililu 4. ge- 

as properly. as with ſuperſtition, and probably. uud be ſd if . 4:7. / de 

the latter were not the more n of the ton and idee cura pre mer. g. 
3 « woy 
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why kneeling or boWing ſhould. be more lyable to that cen- 
jure, then euher mentall or orall prayer, there is no reaſon 
imaginable, it being as poſſible that one may be directed to a 
falſe object (and fo become Idolatrous, or ſuperſtitious in the 
true notion ob thoſe words( as they denote the worſbip of Idols, 
er dead men, quigoyec, or ſuperſtites) as the other, and {for the 
improper notion of Swperſtsti0n) the one againe as much capa - 
ble of being an exceſſe in Religion /the mind or tongue being 
as likely to enlarge aed exceed as the body) or of uſing a peice 
of falſe Religion, as the other, the bodily worſhip duly per for- 
med to God, being the payment of a debt to God (and no 
doubt aece ptable, When tis paid with a true heart ) and no way 
an argument ot want, but a probable evidence of the preſence 
and cooperation of in ward devotion, as I remember Nazian» 
Ten ſaith of his Father, Or. 8. mus T0 Pat4y 0049p 09 7 TALTMATECS d 
yo brevoy, he ſbe med a great deale in the oxtſide 1, but kept the 
eater treaſure within in the invijſble part. And on the other 
de, the ſtiffeneſſe of the knee; an argument of ſome eminent 
detect, if not of true piety, yet of ſome what elſe, and Chrilts 


prediction. Foh.4. that the time ſhould come that the wor ſhippers 


ſhould worſrip God in ſpirit and truth, (being not ſet in oppoſi- 
tion to bodily worſhip, but to the appropriating it to ſome ſin- 
gular places, Jeruſalem, or that Mountain) not produeible as 
any apology or excuſe for ſuch omiſſion. To theſo briefe int ima. 
tions I ſhall need adde no more, when the concluſion that ] am 
to-interte is ſo moderate, being only this, that it is not »«ceſſary 
to turn all bowing, or lneeling. or bodily-worſhip out of the 
Church, (were there any ſuperſtition in any one or more ge- 
ſtares, this were too great a ſeverity, to mulct the Church of all, 
above the proportion of the moſt unlimited arbitrary Court, 
whoſe amercements malt alwaies be within the compaſſe of 
favs comeuemento, which this will not be, if there be 
no competency of bodily worſbip leit behind) and that the Li. 
tur gy doth better to preſcribe it at fit times, then the Directory 

to omit all mention of it at all times, unleſſe by way of diſlike 
und prohibition. Which conclufion will be the more eafily 
Evincedagain chem, by asking them whether in their — 

Parlour- 


— 


(33) 

Parlour-Prayers ;*or in their private Cloſet- Prayers, they doe 
not approve and practice that geſture; which as I ve in 
charity they doe, ſo I mutt from thence infetre, that by them 
the Houſe of God, is the onely place thought fit to be defied. 

' And if it be replyed, that the Directory torbids not kneeling, 

but onely commands it not, leaving it free to uſe or not to uſe, 
I anſwer, 1, That the effect of this liberty is very remarka- 
ble among them, and <quall to that of a prohibitiom no man 
almoſt of their perſwaſion ever kneeling in their Churches. 
2. That the never ſo much as recommending it, is very neare a 
forbidding of it, 3. That bowing or adoration is directiy for · 
bidden once (which, by the way, is as much the deſining of n 
Ceremony, viz; that of ſtanding or going upright. and ſo 
contrary to the Independents perſwaſions, and to the great 
clamorous complaint for Liberty in Ceremonies, as any pre- 
ſeription of kneeling or bowing can be.) 4. That kneehng alſo 
is at the receiving of the Sacrament forbidden, by neceſſity of 
conſequence , fitting being preſctibed ,. and therefore that 
that reply or excuſe is falſe alſo. And ſo now what Seciall ad- 
vantage this is like to bring in to this Church of outs, to have 
the Bodies of negligent, or prophane, or Factious men lete 
(without any ſo much as an admonition) to their owne inoli- 

nations, and ſo what depth of Bceleſiaſticall policy there was 

which made this change ſo neceſſary, I deſire may now be 

judged, 

Thirdly, For uniformity in that Service; (which our Litergy 
labours to ſet up, by preſcribing the manner of it, but the Dire- 
ctory hath taken away by leaving all to the chance of mens 
wills, wbich can no more be thought likely to concutre in one 
torme, then Demoerirns*s Atomes to have met together into a 
world of beautifull Creatures, without any hand of provi» 
dence to difpoſe tiem) it bath certainly the apptobation of 
all wife men, and command of Sf Panl, 1 Cor, 14. 40. in that 
grand place, Let all things be done decently and in order. Of 
which I conceive the cleare importance to be, that all be done 
in the Church according to cnſtome and appointment. The for- 
mer implyed in z, ( cuſtome being the ouch, tale of 

* decency. 
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(24) | 
decency, and therefore the indeceney of wearing long haire; 
is proved by being (againſt nature, i. e. ſaith Swider in the Scri- 
ptute phraſe; via avi dia, a cuſtome of ſome continuance in 
that place, and thereupon Saint Pas! thinkes.it enough againſt 
an Eccleſiaſticall uſage , and that which might ſuperſede all 
{trife about ir, 1 Cor, 11. 16. [we have no ſuch cuſtomes,5c: |) 
and the latter in plain words x7! mtv, according to order or ap- 
poinement (tor ſo the words literally import) and then upon 
theſe two grounds is uniformity built, and neceſſarily reſults, 
where all that is done in the Church, is ruled by one of theſe 
by cuſtome, or by Law. which being here commanded by Saint 


Paulis a ptoot of the more then la wfulne ſſe of t yreſcrip- 


tion ot Ceremonies in a Church. and of uniformity therein. And 
then what neceſſity there is or can be that St Saul command 
ſhall be io neglected, all care of uniformity ſo diſclaimed , all 
vag iciconſtitution, or ordinance, tor any eccleſiaſticall matter (un- 


leſſe their ordinance againſt all ſuch conſtitutions) fo ſolemnly 


diſavowed, it will be hard to imagine, or gueſſe, unleſſe it be 
on purpoſe to obſerve M. Prynnes rule of (Confor ming the 
Church to the State, to fill one as full of diſorder and an£iz, 
and confuſion as the other. I temember a ſaying of Socrates 
which Plato and Cicero record from him, Matata Muſica mu- 
tant ur & mores, that the change of a kinde of Muſicke, had a 
great influence on mens minds, and had a generall change of 
manners conſequent to it, I conceive uniformity in Gotls ſer- 
vice to be parallell to Muſicke, being it ſelfe an outward con- 
cord, or harmony of the moſt different affections and that that 
ſhould be not only changed, but loſt, I cannot underſtand any 
neceſſity, unleſſe it be that ſome ſuch like effects may be wrought 
in Religion alſo. 

For the Fourth, the Peoples bearing ſome part in the 
ſervice (whether by way of reſponſe in the Prayers, and, 
hymnes, or by reading every other verſe in the Pſalme, menti- 
oned in Theodorezs ſtory J. 2.,c,24.where (ſpeaking of Flavianus 
and D iodorus, he ſaith of them, n mem yg de 
Wav \arnivour ge ns dle dd Acyinay Id, uiad/er, & c. 
they divided the Quire of Singers into two parts, and er 
| | them 
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(35) 
them to fing the Pſalmes ſucceſſively, which cuſtome began by 
them (who, faith he, were admirable men, aud labonr'd ex- 
ereamly to ſtirre up all men to Piety, and to that end invented 
this) SeiJ/p2ues 721 m73 x} 1977268 e Huey; Tart, prevail d 
over the whole world, or by way of mutuall charity, recurning 
a Prayer for the Prieſt, who began one peculiarly for them; 
which Innocentius reterres to, in his letter to Aurelius and 
Auguſti :e, calling them communes & alternas preces, to which 
he chere attributes more force, quam private, then to private, 
or by way of following the Presbyter in Confeſſion ot ſinnes, 
both at the beginning of the Service, and betore the Comm. 
nion; or in Profeſſion of Faith in the {reeds, wherein every 
the meaneſt Chriſtian is to have his part; ) it is certainly deſign- 
ed by the Church, from the example ot pure antiquity , co 
very gainfull uſes, to quicken devotion, whichthe length of 
continued hearing may have leave to dull and flacken, and to 
recall thoſe thoughts Which may upon the like temptation 
have diverted to other objects; in a word, to engage every 
one to be made no idle or unprofitable SpeRator of the Ser- 
vice: and as long as there is (till need of that helpe to theſe ſo 
neceſſary ends, and not the leaſt ſhew or pretence of objection 
againſt it, how neceſſary it can be to re ject it wholly, and lay 
all the taske upon the Preiſt, and not require ſo much as an 
Amen (which it ſeemes was in faſhion in St Paul time) of 
the ihn, or Lay Perſon, I leave to the molt pre judicate Rea- 
der to give ſentence for me. I 

As for the Letany, wherein the People are more exerciſed 
then in any other part of the Service, *cis certainly deſigned 
to make it more proportionable to the title beſtowed on it by 
the Antients of 47visww,carneſs or intenſe Prayer, and in 
CAMethodius , trees Semen; , earneſt Petitions , (and in the 
Greek Liturgies (imply wmwis, intenſe or carneſt) from Ati. 
12. 5. Luc. 22.44. This continuall joyning of the people in eve- 
ry paſſage of it, tending very much both to the improving 
evidencing that fervor and intenſion, which can never be 
more neceſſary then throughout that Service; of which I ſhall 
in paſſing ſay thele three things, and 1 them againſt any 

ö galnc- 
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gaine-fayer, that there is not extant any where, 1.2 more par, 
ticular excellent enumeration of all the Chriſtians either pri- 
vate or common wants, as farre as is likely to come to the 
cogniſance of a Congregationz nor 2. a more innocent blame- 
leſſe Forme, againſt which there lyts no juſt objection, and 
moſt of the unjuſt ones that have been made, are reproachfull 
to Scripture it ſelfe, from whence the paſſages excepred againſt 
are feteht, as that particularly of Praying for Gods mercy upon 
all men, from 1 Tim. 2.1. nor 30. a more artificial] compo» 
ſure for the raiſing that zeale, and keeping it up throughout. 
then this ſo defamed part of our Liturgy; for which and other 
excellencies undoubtedly ic is, (and not for any Conjuring 
or Sweating in it) that the Devill hath taken care that it ſhould 
drinke deepelt of that bitter cup of Calumny and Revileing, 
which ie can no way have provoked, but onely as Chrilt did 
the reproach of the diſeaſed man. What have I to doe with thee? 
cc. when he came to exorcize and caſt out the Devill that 
poſſeſt him. And for this to be throwne out of the Church, 
fure there is no other neceſſiiy, then there was that there ſhould 
be Scandals and Hereſies in it, onely becauſe the Devill and 

Eis Factors would have it ſo. . | 
8 27; 5. For the dividing of Prayers into divers Collects or 
Portions, and not putting all our Petitions into one continued 
, Prayer, thefe advantages it hath to give it authority, 1, the 
practice of the Fewes, whoſe Liturgy was difpenſed into Leſ- 
ſons, &c. and 18 Colles, or ſhort Prayers. 2. the example 
of Chriſt preſcribing a ſhort Forme, and in that,faith St C hry- 
ſoſtome, du Far nuas wereor wht, teaching 1s the meaſure 
or length due to each Prayer of ours, Hom: de eAnna. f. 965. 
and feeting a marke of Heatheni/me, Mat. G. and of Phariſaiſme, 
Mat. 23. 14. on their /ong Prayers. 3. the advice of the An- 
tients, who tell us St Peters Forme, uſed for a great while in 
WIN | | | the Rowen Church, was a ſhort one, and that Chriſt and Saint 
WH | cl. lu. Pant commanded us to make our Prayers, gęggele £ TMyGs, N 
1 c d\inuy de ſhort and frequent, and with little diſt an. 
ces berweene. And fo Epiphanius, æurnu: orat. c. 24. directs to 
offer our Petitions, V Teous 7uyiryns, with all frequency; and 
Caſſian, 
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Caſſian, de iuſtit. mon, I. 2. c. 10. from the univerſall eonſene 
ol them, Utiline cenſent breves orationes ſed creberrimas fieri, 
The way that is reſolved to be moſt profitable, uu to have ſport 
Prayers, but very thick or frequent. And he addes a conſidera- 
tion which prompted them to this refolution, De Diaboli 
inſidianths jacula ſuecinfta brevitate vitemas, That by that 
meanes the Divell ii darts which he is pont to finde and fteale his 
time to ſhobt in to our breaſts, may by the brevitie of aur Pray- 
ers be prevented. To theſe many more might be added, but 
that the no-advantage on the other (ide above this (fave onely 
the teputation of the labour and patience of ſpesking or hea- 
ring ſo much in a continued courſe, in one breath as it were) 
will ſave us the paines of uſing more motives to perſwade any. 
that ſure it is not neceſſarie to exchange this pleaſant eaſy courſe 
of our Liturgy, for the tedious toylſome leſſe profitable courſe 
in the Directory. ä 

6. For the Ceremonies uſed in the ſeverall Services, much s 28. 
might be ſaid, as particularly for that of q=eeling (in oppoſition 
to ſitting at the Lords Supper deſigned inthe Direct᷑orie) 1.that 
it is agreeable to the practice of all Antiquity, who though they 
kneeled not, becauſe the Canon of the Councell of Nice, obli- 
ged all to ſt and in the Church, berweene Eafter. and Whitſan- 
tide, or on the Lord: day all che yeare long, (which by the 
way abſolutely excludes firing, as alſo doth that ſaying of Op- 
tatns d. 4. That the People may not ſit in the Church, and of Poyulus in Ec- 
Tertullian, I. de Orat: c. 12. That 'twas ay Heathen cuſtome to cleſis ſedenat 
fit in the (hurch, and therefore onght to be reprehended;) yet 4 —_ w 
uſed the Prayer: geſture at receiving, i. e. bowing their bodies V ee. 
and heals, which the Fathers call adoration: king of the hand, Ai quis fd 
is the propriety ofthe Zatine word, but the ordinary denota- Vela celebra- 
tion of it, bowing the body, the oegnumas, which is more “r. 
then the former, the caltus major, among the Learned; For as 
Herodotus obſerves of the Eaſterne Nations, that the «manner 
of equallc was to kifſe one another at meeting, of inferiomrs to 
kifſe the hand of the Swperiour, but of the Suppli antt or Peti- 
rioxers, that would expreſſe the greateſt humility ro bow thems 
ſelves before him, ſo was this laſt of the three continued among 
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the primitive Chriſtians in their Services of the greateft piety 
and humility, Climacus, p. 298. nd de M ogouns, 
when I receive I worſhip, or adove, agrecable to which the 
great men in the French Churches, who receive it _ 
or going ( a meere e/£gyprian- Paſſeover cuſtome) doe fir 

make a lowly cringe or curteſie before they. take it in their 
hands, 2. that Chriſt's Table-geſlure at the deliveting it, is no 
Argument for fitting, both becauſe it is not maniteſt by the 
Text that he uſed that, fave onely at the Paſſeover,from which 
this Supper of the Lord was diſtinct, and was celebrated by 
bleſſing, aud breaking, and giving the bread, c. to which ſome 
other geſture might be more proper, and more commodious, 
and becauſeChriſt's geſture in that is no more obligingly exem- 
plary tous, then his doing it after Supper was to the Apoſtles, 
who yet did it Faſting. Act. 13. 2. and generally took it before 
the agapæ, and as by Plinies Epiſtle it appeares, ſo earely in the 
moruing, that the Congregation departed and met againe, ad 
capiendum cibum promiſcuum, to tal their meales together, 
As alſo 3. that the contrary geſture of ſorting, as it was, not ma- 
ny yeares ſince, by a full Synod of Proteſtants in Poland for- 
bidden, it not condemned, becauſe they found it uſed hy the 
Arri ant. as complying with their opinion, who hold our Sa- 
viour to be a meer Creature, ſo is it now profeſt by ſome ot our 
late Reformers writmgsto be a badge and cogniſance of their 
beleeving in the infallibility of Chriſt's promiſe of coming 
to reigne on this Earth againe, and take them intoa familiar 
and (a kinde of) equal] converſation with him, the Doctrine 
of the Millenaries, once in ſome credit, but after condemn'd 
by the Church, and though favoured by ſome Learned men, 
both antiently and of late, is not yet ſure cleare enough to come 
into our Creed or Litargy: or to be profeſt and proclaimed by 
that geſture, when ever we receive the Sacrament- The evi- 
dence or proofe of it being primarily that in the Revelation, 
which by the relt of that Booke Jam very apt to ſuſpect may 
fignifie any thing rather then what the letter of the words im» 
ports to us at the firſt veiw of them. But 1 ſhall not enlarge on 


this, nor the other Ceremonies mention'd, but referre the 
Reader 


(290 
Reader to the Learned Sitisfactory unanſwer d labour of M* 
Hooker, on theſe Subjects, and then aske him when he hath 
read him, 1. whether be tepent him of that paines, 2. whe - 
ther in his Confcience he can thinke ir neceſſary , or tending to 
edification to calt all theſe cauſeleſly out of this Church, or- 
the whole Liturgie for their ſakes; 142 

Now for thoſe things that are more intrinſecall to the Litur- 
gie, and parts of the Service; as h N 

t. For the pronouncing of Abſolution, which Chriſt ſo ſo- 
lemnely inſta ted on the Preiſt in his Diſciples (by three ſe ve- 
rall acts, 1. unto Peter as the mouth of the Apoſtles, Mat: 
16. 19. then by way of promiſe to them altogether, Cap. 1 8. ü 8. 
then by way of actuall inſtatin; tt on them breathing that pow. 
er and the Holy Ghoſt on them together, Fob» 20. 23.) and 
which is ſo diſtinctly named by St James c.5.15. inthe cafe 
of ſickneſſe, ap:217zw ans, (not as we render they ſhall be for- 
given him, as if it were apzwmay wy and belonged onely to God's 
act et pardoning, but) imperſonally Abſolution ſhall be given 
him; and ſo conſtantly preſerved and exerciſed in the univer- 
fall Church in publick and private,and approv'd as farre as our 
Liturgie uſes it)even by thoſe who affirm that power in the Mi- 
nilter to be only declarative, that any man converſant either in 
the GoFell, or writings of the Fathers, or moderne Authors, 
or that hath but ſeene Knox's Scotch Liturgy, and obſerv'd that | 
part of it, about the receiving of Penitents, would be amazed to 
ee a Director for the publicke worſhip of Cod (which is a large 
phraſe and conteines the whole Office of the Preiſt) and in it 
a Title for the viſitation of the ſicke, and yet finde never a word 
about Abſolut ion, no not in caſe of ſeruple, doubt, or temptation, 
pag. 67, or the death bed it ſelfe. This exerciſe of thoſe Keyes 
of the K ingdome of Heaven. i.e. of the Church this pronouncing 
of God's pardon, and actuall giving thePardon and Peace of the 
Church to all her penitent Children, eſpecially that more par- 
ticular act before the Communion, and on the Bed of ſickneſſe, 
is, beſide the obedience to Chriſt, ſo neceſſary an expreſſion of 
Chriſtian charity in every Church to its poore members, and 
the denying of it, where it is due, fo barbarous an inhamanity 

E 3 (which 
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which yet Ihope no man ſhall be the worſe for, but thoſe 
that do deny it) that as the turning of Pab/ike Cenſuret out of 
this Ghurch, is a rare example of deſpightunto Chriſt's com- 
mand (there being no National Church from Chriſt's time to 


his to be found without it, till this of ours for theſe laſt three 


yeares) ſo the ſending of Ab/olurion after it, and the affirming 
it to be neceſſary to be done, and appointing all foot-iteps of it 
to be turn'd out of the Service, is a peice of diſor der, as contrary 
to harity as to Piety, to Reaſon as Religion, this being ſo 
farre from the blame of an exuberancy in our Service, that 
there is more reaſon to wiſh that there were more of this na- 
ture, then that that, which we have already, were omitted. 

2. For the Hymnes of the Church, it will not be amiſle per- 
haps to give you firſt the true notion of the word; there being 
among the Hebrewes three forts of Songs, 1. Mixmor, a con- 
ciſe or ſhort verſe, 2. Tehillah, Praiſe, celebrating or depre- 
dicating of God, and 3. Schir, a Canticle, as the word is 
uſed in the title of that Song of Sorgt. And anſwerable to theſe 
three, we have Col. 3. 17. Janus, vurrs, and wits, Pſaimes and 
Hywmmes, and Songs, where the word Hymne is anſwerable to 
the ſecond of theie, a praying and magnifying of God in and 
for ſom of his molt remarkeable acts of mercy and power Thus 
was it the dictate even of nature it ſelfe among the Heathens, 


to imploy a great part of their Poetry, i. e. their Piety (tor ſo 


Orpheus the firſt and moſt famous Writer of Hymnes, was cal- 
led Theologus Poeta, a Poet that was a Divine alſo) in framing 
of Hymnes to their Gods, though thoſe of Muſaus and Linus, 
the other two Theologs Poeta, are not now to be met with. 
The like we have {till of Homer alſo, and I remember Galen 
the famous Phyſitian, in one of his Bookes De uſu partium, 
deſcribing the compoſure of the Foot,breakes out of a ſuddaine 
into an excellent acknowledgement, which he calls dh 
ends F Surupy rewros tut, 4 true Hymne in laud of that God 
which made theſe curious bodies of men. This duty of naturall 
Piety, Chriſtianity certainely hath not obſtructed, but elevated 
it to a farre higher piteh by ſuperadding that greateſt obliga- 
tion taken from the Redemption of mankinde, to that old one of 


the 
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the Creation. And thus im all Ages of the Church ſome Hymnes 


have beene conſtantly retained to be {aid or ſung in the Char- 
ches, I meane not onely the dayly lections of the P/almes of 
David (which yet this Directory doth not mention, but onely 
commands a more frequent reading of that Boo lee, then of ſome 
other parts of Seript are) nor the ſinging of ſome of thoſe 
P/almes in Metre, (which yet this Directory doth not pre- 
ſcribe neither, fave onely on dayes of Thankeſgivirg, or after 
the Sermon, if with convenience it may be done, making it very 
indifferent, it ſeemes, whether it be kept at all in the Cłurch 
or no, unleſſe on thoſe ſpeciall occaſions.) But the alternate 
reading of the P/almes both by Preiſt and people, (Pſalms ab 

omnibus celebrentur, Let the Pſalmes be ſaid by all, in the 
Milevit: Connc. Can. 13.) the conſtant uſe of tome ſpeciall 
Yſalmes, as the Introite, and of other more purely Chriſtian 
Hy mnes, either framed by holy men inthe Scripture in refe- 
rence to Chrift*s Incarnation, or by the Church (ince: on pure 
pole to bleſſe and praiſe God for his mercies in Chriſt, which 
ſure deſerve a dayly celebration from every Chriſtian, as well 
and as richly as any Victory over Enemies, though it be one of 
theirs over the King himſelfe, can deferve of them upon any 
ſuch day of Thank/giving. Of this krnde is the Te Deum, a 
moſt Divine and admirable Forme, called antiemly, e, 
a triumphant Song, generally thought to be compoſed by Saint 
Anguſtine,and St Ambroſe,onthe day that St Ambroſe baptized 


Telman in 54. 


Ill. T. 1. 5. 795. 


St Augaſtius, and fitted to that purpoſe with an acknowledge · 


ment of the Trixiiꝭ, in reference to Saint Au guſtines converſion 
from Manichaiſme. If this be true, then ſure is it one of thoſe, 
the repeating of which mooved St Augaſtine to ſo much paſ- 
ſion, that he faith in his Confeſſions, I. 9. Qzamum fle vi in hyms 
a , Canticis Ecclefie tne, that and the like Hymnes of the 
Church fetcht many teares from him. Of which I ſhall onely 
ſay, that to any man that bath but an humble, faithſull, thank» 
full fervent heart to go along with it, ic is as Chriſtian a peice 
of prayſe and prayer, as any humane penne could contribute 
toward the publike worſhip of God, which he that hath had 


the uſe of in the Church, and now thinkes fit to baniſh out of 
it, 
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it, ſhewes his owne former coldnefſe and non- proficien» 
cy under that meanes of grace, and that he never joyned in it 
with any zeale or earneſtne ſſe, or elſe his retchlefle ingtatitude 
tothe Church which hath allow'd him the benefit of it. 

The like might be added of thoſe two other in the admini- 
ſtration of the Sacrament of the Lord's ſupper, the former be- 
fore the Sacrament beginning with Lift wp your hearts, and end- 
ing with the Holy holy holy, Lord God of Hoſts. &c. a forme to 
be-found with little variation, both in St Jameſes, St Baſils and 
St Chryſoſtomes Liturgy, the other, after the Sacrament, Glory 
be to God on hig h, & c. called antiently hymnus Anrgelicns, the 
angelicaſ hy mue, from the firſt part of it which was jung by An- 


gels, and both theſe ſuch antient, pure, excellent compoſures in 


themſelves, and ſo firly accommodated to the preſent buſi- 
neſſe, and all chat I have named, fo farre from any appeareance 
of evill, ſo tree from any the leaſt objeRion of any the moſt 
petulant malicious calumniator (as farre as I yetever heard) 
ſo wel becoming a congregation of Saints, who by prayſing 
God in the Church, ſhould practice before band, and fit them- 
ſelves for the ſinging of Halle/njahs perpetually in heaven, and 
inthe mane time beare the Angels company here (who Saint 
( bryſeſtome tells us, ſing all the hymnes with us) that tis little 
better then fury, ( ſavouring much of the temper of that v 
irit on Saul, that was exerciſed with Davids Muſicke, and 
therefore may be allowed to have malice to that and the like 
ever ſince) to thinke it neceſſary to throw this peice of heaven 

out of the harcb. | | 
3. For the Doxology ſo conſtantly annexed to many parts of 
our ſervice, in theſe words, (wherein the people cither are 
to begin or anſwer) G/ory be to the Father, &c. It is an 
antient peiceof very great conſideration, the former verſicle 
of it being, as tis affirmed by good authorities, compoſed by 
the firſt Councell of Nice, and appointed by them to be uſed in 
the Church, as a /eſſer Creed, or confeſſion of the Trinity, and 
d und, Conſnbftantiality of the Sonne and Holy Ghoſt, with 
the Father (at which it bath therefore antiently beene the 
cuſtome to ſtand up, confeſſion of God, being a praying of 
im 
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him (as the word in otherdanguages imports) to which theres 
fore that poſture is molt due) which may well paſſe for no fa- 
ble, becauſe *cis clear,that ſoon after that time, Flavianm ſarg ,, 
it aloud in the Church of Antioch,as appears by * Zozomeng and h/ g a. 
» Th:odoret, (and it we may belcive © Nicephorws , St ¶ hry- c1.,18.c 51, 
ſeſtome join d with him in it;) Of this Philoſtorgins the A. 
ri an Hiſtoriographer tells us, An. 348. Flavianus having gotten 
a Congregation of C Monkes together, rns d regnen, was the 
firſt that beg an that forme of Doxology, others uſing that other 
Forme of HEa m7gi d) ν wdyiy mducn, Glory to the Father, 
by the Sonne. in the Holy Ghoſt, making the Sonne inferiour to 
the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt to the Sonne, as Eunomius and 
Eudoxius did, which it ſeemes Philaſtorgiui himſelſe moſt ap- 
prov'd of, (runy pawor mv ngwrnowv emmazce, la ith his Epi- 
tomator of him) others (not as Gotofred mends his Copy, and * 
reads it, g mri e q d mbuan,but as the Oxford Manu 
nuſcript) Za mire «, os e d ,,,, Glory to the Father, 
and the Sonne in the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe two leverall Formes, 
and ſome ſay a third [ inthe Sonne and the Holy Ghoſt] were 
it ſeemes propoſed againſt eAthenaſius in the Ceuncell of An- 
tioch, An. Dom. 41. and by men of ſeverall perſwaſions uſed 
in the Church of Antioch, as a Character, by which mv @:#</as 
,L emedeingury , they expreſt their ſeveral! opinions, faith 
Zozomen,l.3.c.19. & 1.4.27. and by ſo doing, s mv armies 

Zan wimnguttor nr lanviuwer, every one applyed the Pſalme or 
Hymne (to the end of which, as now withus, it was, it ſeemes, 
then annext) to 64 opinion. In which narration of Philoſtor- | 
giut, we have no reaſon to ſuſpeR any thing, but the en; | 8. 
erin, that Flavianus was the firſt that ſang it, wherein his 
favour to the Arians might make him partiall, or the truth 
m'ght be., he was the firſt that ſang it at AÆAlutioch, for there A- 
thanaſius was in a Councell condemn'd , and fo ſtill the Forme 
might in other places be uſed more antiently. This firſt verſe 
being on this occaſion brought into the Church as a teſtimony, 
and Pillar of the Catholic verity againſt the Arians, and an- 
next by antient cuſtom to the end of the P/alms in the Liturgy. 
St Jerome, or ſome body before him, being moved by the _ 
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of the AMacedoniaus( who excepted againſt that part of it con- 
cerning the Holy Ghoſt , affirming that that Doctrine of the 
Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt was novell) is ſaid to have beenthe 
Author of adding the other verſe or line to the former, in op- 
poſition to them, es it was in the beginning, &g. to ſigniſie 
this to be the antient Catholicke, no new private doctrine or 
Opinion; and yet that it was very neare, if not as antient as the 
former may be gueſt by what Theodoret, I. 2. c. 24. faith of Le- 
ontius Biſhop of Antioch, that he was wont to ſay to himſelfe the 
Arrian Doxology ſo ſoftly, that no word could be beard by him 
that flood next, but eic Ti ator mv atoyoy for ever and ever, (the 
cloſe of the ſecond line) and this ſaith he, while Flavianus, 
who oppoſed him, was a Lay. man. And it this be a time 
wherein ſuch Formes as theſe, (which beſides giving glory to 
Cod. doe ſecure and defend the Catholick Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, againſt all antient or moderne Arrians and Macedonians) 
are neceſſarily to be caſt out, as hinderances to growth and 
edification, ſure the deſigne is onely to plant Hereſies in the 
Church (to which alone that may prove impediment) but 
nothing elſe. 

Having ſaid this, *rwill not be needſull to adde concerning: 
the fourth head., more then onely the acknowledgement of 
my wonder and aſtoniſhment, why the ſame calamity and 
tempeſt that carried away this leſſer Creed, ſhould alſo be able 
to raiſe ſo fizrce a Torrent, as to drive and hurry with it the 
three larger Creeds alſo, eſpecially that not onely of the Nicene 
Fathers, dut of the Apoſtles themielves ; Againſt the matter of 
which I have not heard, that the Pre:byrerians bave any ob- 
jection, and ſure the geaaſ mans Divinity, that turnes the 
Creed into a Prayer, hath not concluded the ule of it to be a 
ſtinting of the Spirit. What the effect of this part of Re- 
formation is likely to be, will not be hard to divine, even 
Barbariſme and Atheiſme within a while, the turning God and 
C brift , and all the Articles of the Creed out of mens braines 
alſo, and not (as yet it is) onely out of their hearts ; what is 
the neceſſity of doing it, will nor ſo eaſily be reſolved even by 
aun that hath. imbibed the Aſſemblers principles, unleſſe it be 

to 
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to gfatify the Separatiſs, who are profeſt denyers of one 
Article, that of the Holy C atholick Church, reſolving the end 
and the effect of the Holy GboſP 5 deſcent to hive been onely to 
conſtitute particular Congregations, and none elſe. As forthe 
great patterne of the Preibyterians, the practice of Geneva or 
Scotland, that appeares by Knox's Common Prayer - Booke, to 
have allowed a ſet Forme of Confeſſion of Faith, and deſigned 
it for the publick uſe as the firlt thing in that Booke of Prayers, 
though the truth is, the Apoſtles, or other antient Creed being 
ſet aſide. one of the Geneva forming is faine to ſupply the place 
of them , which yet by the ſetting the ſeverall parts ot the 
Apoſtles Creed inthe margent, both there and in the order of 
B «ptiſme, appeares rather to be an interpretation of it, and fo 
till the Separatifs mult be the onely men in the Church fit to 
be conſidered, or elſe apparently there is no ſuch Political ne- 
ceſſity ot this neither. 

For the fifth thing, the fo frequent repetition of the Lord's 
Prayer, and Prayers for the King in our Service , this account 
may be breifly given of it. For the ſotmer, that in our Common» 
Prayer-Booke,therebe ſeverall Services for ſeverall occafions, 
of the Sacraments,c>c.” for ſeverall dayes, as the Letany ; for 
ſeverall times in the day, not onely Morning and Evening, 
bur one part to be ſaid earlier in the morning, and then toward 
noone a returne to another part, (as the antient Primitives had 
three Services in a forenoone, 1. that for the Catechumens, 
conſiſting of Prayers, P/almes, and Readings; then a 2. for the 
Penitents, ſuch as our Letany; and a 3. for the Fideles, the 
Faithfull, our Communion Service;) and even that which is af- 
fizned to one time ſo diſcontinued by Pſalmes, and Hymner, 
and Leſſont, that it becomes in a manner two Services, clearely 
two times of Prayer. Now our Saviour commanding, when 
ves pray, ſay our Father; we have accordingly fo aſſigned it, 
to be once repeated in every ſuch part of Service, and I re- 
member to have heard one of the graveſt and moſt teverend 
men of the Aſſembly, being asked his opinion about the uſe of 
the Lordi Prayer, to have anſwer'd to this purpoſe, God forbid 
that I ſhould ever be upon my knees in Prayer, andriſe up with« 
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ent adding Chriſts forme to my imperfett petitions. And wheres 
as this Directory is ſo bountitull, as to recommend this Prayer 
to be uſed in the Prayers of the Church, and yer ſo wary as but 
to recommend it, it is thereby confeſt that it is law full to re- 
taine a ſet Forme, (for that is ſurely fo, and then the often 
uſing of a law full thing will not make it unlaw ſull) but withe 
all that Chriſts command in point of his Service ſhall no more 
oblige to obedience, then the commands of men, for if it did, 
this would be more then recommended. And now why that 
which may, ſay they, commendably (muſt, ſay we, neceſſarily in 
obedience to Chriſt) be uſed in the Prayers of the Church, 
and being repeated oftner then once, ſhall be uſe full to him 
who was not come at the firſt ſaying , or may be ſaid more at- 
zentively by him who had before beene too negligent, th uld 
be neceſſary to be uſed but once, when all mens zeale or under- 
ſtanding of ſo divine a Forme, or perhaps preſence at that part 
of the Service, ſhall not neceſſarily goe along with it, I leave 
to more ſubtle Diviners to inſtruct us. This I am ſure of, that 
God hath made a peculiar promiſe to 1mportanity in Prayer, to 
a comming often to him onthe ſame errand, and Lk. 18. 5. 
by a phraſe in the Parable ſeemes to ſay, that he that comes 
oft to God in this manner, will at length force him to ſhame, if 
he doe not grant his Petition, for that is the meaning of d 
gc. And from thence the Fathers uſe a bold phraſe in their 
Liturgies, 0%. durwna mv worov-azavy, I put thee to ſhame, i. e. 
imporiune thee, Baſil. in Litarg:and in the P/altery of the Greek 
¶ Hurck, which bath many Prayers mixt with it, C3/z 33 wee i 
un qu Sao. Tis id\ay a1avomr, wnleſſe thy owne goodneſſe put 
thee to ſhame, & c. Now that this will not be ſub ject to the 
cenſure of vaine repetiliont, Mat. 6. 7. which is the onely ex- 
ception made againlt it, (if the example of David, Pal. 136. 
be not ſufficient to authorize the repeating: any Forme often, 
which 1s as faultlefle as that was) might largely be evidenced, 
1. by the nature of the word &a7a0ziz, there uſed, which 
both Heſychius and Snidas apply to another matter, and ex- 
plaine it by mAvrouu, and apwroue, and SxupoAtuc Z long, idle, 
unſeaſonable formes, ſuch as Battas uſed in his warget. M- 
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e dẽ mwTONH GE; exovTes, bis long-winded Hymner ſo full of 
Tautolo gie, which Munſter therefore rendreth „ N 
E127 DN ave not multiply words, unprofitably or un- 
ſealonably. 2 by the cuſtomes of the Heathens which Chriſt 
- there referres to [wi baforoyioums d it (311101, uſe not & c. 
4s the Heathens) and which are evident in their writers, e- 
ſpecially their Tragedians ; where tis plaine, that their man- 
ner was to ſound, or chant for many houres together, ſome few 
empty Words to the honour of their Gods, ſuch the Eve B-xx, 
in their Zacchanals, from the noyſe of which they were callꝭd 
Evantesz ſuch in Sophocles, Ia, Io, Ilav, Ila & Tar, IIa, & c. 
and eſpecially in the Virgin Chorus of Aiſchylus's Tragedy. 
called #rm 4m g Where there areneare an hundred Verſes, 
made up of meere Tautologies, Id, To, Is, I, Yi 9:2ire, and 
an enumeration of the ſeverall names ot the Gods with, unſig- 
nificant noy ſes added to them, , Arn, , g, Apt, ei 2425 
and within two verſes the fame againe, and much more of 


the {ame (tile. Two notable examples of this Heatheniſa cu» 


ſtome the Scripture affords us, one, 1 King. 18. 26, where the 
Prophets of Baal from morning till noone, cry O Baal, heare us, 
and it followes,they cryea with a loud voyce, andeut themſelves, 

COURLWND according to their cuſtome or rites (that loud crying 

the fame words ſo long together, was as much a Heatheniſh 

mite, as the cutting of th:m/elves, ) The other of the Epheſians, 

Act. ig. 34, who are affirm'd to have cryed with one voyce for 
two houres ſpace, Meyn i Apreuis Equator, Great is Diana of the 
Epheſiant, and 3" by the deſigned end that Chriſt obſerves 

of that Heathen cuſtome, 1. that they may be heard by that long 

noyſe, for which Elias ſcoffes them, 1. King.18.27, Cry aloud, 

perhaps your God is a talking , or a perſuing, &c. 2. that their 

Petitions may be more intelligible to their Gods, to which 

Chriſt oppoſes, your Heavenly Father knoweth what you have 
ner d of, and ſo needes not your Tautologies to explaine them to 

him. Much more might be ſaid for the explaining of that mi- 

ſtaken place, but that it would ſeeme unnece ſſary to this mat 
ter, the exception being I cauſeleſſe, that the Vindication: 
would paſſe for an extravagance. 
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Of the Prayers for the King, the account wilt not be much 
unlike, S. Paw! commands that proyers, and ſnpplications, and 
interceſſions, and thanksgivings be made for Kings, & c. 1. Tim. 
2. 1, 2. where though the mention of thoſe ſeverall ſorts of 
prayers, ſigni ſied by thoſe foure words, might be matter of a- 
pology, for the making ſeverall addreſſes to God for Kings in 
one ſervice, ſuppoſing them proportion d to thoſe ſorts in that 
text, yet bave we diſttibuted the frequent prayers for him into 
the ſeverall fervices, one ſolemne prayer for him, in the or- 
dinary dayly ſervice, (and onely a verſicle before as it were 
ptocœmiall to it) another in the Letany, another after the com- 
mandements (of which though our booke hath two formes to- 
gether, yet both the Rubrick and Cultome, gives us authority 
to interpret, it was not meant that both ſhculd be ſaid at once, 
but either of the two choſen by the Miniſter,) another before 
the Communion, where the neceffity of the matter, being de- 
ſigned for the Church militant, makes it more then ſeaſonable 
to deicend to cur particular Church, and the King the ſupream 
of it; juſt as Herodotus relates the cuſtome of the Perſians, J. 1. 
pe 320 vd Tex me v iir Sen nes mu g, they pray 
for all the Per ſiant particularly for the King, To this practice of 


ours fo grounded in the Apoſtle, we ſhall adde, 1. the reward 


promiſed (by the Apoltles intimation) to ſuch Prayers (t nor, 
as I conceive, by thoſe words that we may live a peaceable and 
quiet life, & c. that peaceable and quiet life, of all bleſſings the 

reateſt, ſeeming to be a.benefit or donative promiſed to the 
faithfull diſcharge of that duty, of praying, and ſupplicat ing, and 
ivterce ding and giving thanks for K ings, yet certainely {omes 
what elſe) in that high Declaration made concerning it in the + 
next words, for this is good and acceptable before God our Savi- 
our, whoſe acceptation is reward ſufficient to any action, 
and yet who never accepts but rewards alo. 2. The practice 


Ad Scap, c; 2 of the antient Chriſtians, ſet done by Terral, Sacrificamus 


pro ſalute Imperators pur prece, our prayers are ſent up a pure 
ſacrifice for the proſperity of the Emperour, and that quot ies con- 
venichant, in another place, at every meeting or ſervice of the 


Agel. e. 30, Church, & precantes ſemper pro omnibin Imperatoribus, vitam 


prolixam, 


(39) 

prol:xam. Imperiam ſecurnm, domum tutam, exercitne ſortes. 
Senatum fidelem,populum probum, Orbem quietum,quecnng, ho- 
mins & Ceſaris vota ſuut, pray ing alwaies for the Emperours, 
and begging of God for them“ /ong life, ſecure reig ne, the ſafe 
gy of h houſe, couragions Armies, a faithful Senate, a good pe 
ple, a quiet world, all thoſe ſeveralls, (which would make up 
more prayers then our booke hath aſſigned) «ll that either as 
Mas or King they can ſtand in need of; and fo Athenagoras and 
or hers to the (atffe purpoſe, eſpecially when they have occaſi- 
on to juſtifie the fidelity of Chriſtians to their unchiſtian Em- 
perours, having no ſurer evidence to give of that, then the fre- 
quency of their prayers for them, which they which thinke ne. 
cefliry to abbridge, or ſuperſede, mutt give us leave by that in- 
dication to judge of ſomewhat elſe, by occaſion of that topick 
to obſerve their other demonſtrations of dilloyalty to thoſe 
that are ſer over themby God; And to any that are not guilty 
of that crime, nor yet of another, of thinking all length of the 
publ.ke ſervice unſupportable, I ſhall referre it to be judged, 
whether it be neceſſary , that the King be prayed for in the 
Church, no oftner then there is a Sermon there. 

6. The Communion of Saints, {which if it were no arti- 
ele in our creed, ought yet to be laid up, as one of the Chriſti- 
ans taskes or dutits) conſiſts in that mutuall exchange of chari- 
ty and all ſeaſonable effects of it, betweene all parts of the 
Church, that triamphant in heaven, Chriſt and the Saints there, 
and this on earth militant; which he that diſclaimes, by that 
one act of inſolence, caſts off one of the noblelt priviledges, of 
which this earth is capable, to be a fellow citizen with the 
Saints, and a fellow member with Chriſt himſelfe. The effects 
of this charity on their parts is. in Chriſt interceſſion, and in the 
Saints ſuffrages, and dayly prayers to God for us, but on our part 
thankſgivings and commemorations, which tis apparent the 
Primitive Chriſtians uſed, very early ſolemnizing the day of 
Chr iſt's reſurrection. &c.and rehearſing the names of the Saints 
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ſonnes the educating them in the preſence of good ex Ame, 
and ſetting a remarke of honowr on all which have lived Chri- 
ſtianly, eſpecially have died in teſtimony of the truth of that 
profeſſion; and againe, a great part of the New Teltament, be- 
ing fory of the lives of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, (and the reſt 
but doctrine agreeable to what thoſe lives expreſſed) it mult 
needs be an excellent compendium of that booke, and a moſt 
uſefull way of infuſing it into the #»derftanding, and preſerving 
it in the memory of the people, to aſſigne proper portions of 
Scripture in Leſſons, Epiſtles, and Geſpelsto every day, every 
Sunday, every Feltivall in the yeare (which are none in our 
Church, but for the remembrance of Chriſt, and the Scripture- 
Saints ) to infuſe by thoſe degrees all »eceſary Chriſtian 
knowledge, and duties into ns, the uſe ot which to the igno- 
rant is ſo great, that it may well be feared, that when the Fe- 
ſtivalls, and ſolemnities for the birth of Chriſt, and his other 
famous paſſages of life and death, and reſurrection and aſterſion, 
and miſſion ot the Holy Gheſt, and the Leſſons Goſpel/s(ard Col. 
lets) and Sermons upon them, be turn'd out of the ( Hurcb, 
together with the (reeds alſo. twill not be in the power of 
weekely Sermons on ſome head of Religion , to keepe up the 
knowledge of Chriſt if mens hearts, a thing it ſeemes obſery'd 
by the Caſnifts, who uſe to make the number of thoſe things 
that are neceſſariò credenda, neceſſary to be beleeved, no more. 
then the Feſtivalls of Chriſt make knowne to men, and lure by 
antient Fathers whoſe Preaching was generally on the Goſpels 
for the day;as appeares by their Seymbny de tempore, andtheir po. 
ſtils. To all theſe ends are all theſe Feſtivals,and theſe Services 
deſigned by the Church, (and to no other that is capable of 
any the leaſt brand of novel or ſuperſtitions) and till all this an. 
tidote ſhall be demonſtrated to be turn d poy ſon, all theſe whole. 
ſome deſignes, to be perfectly noxious, till ill or no exam- 
ples, uncharitableneſſe, ſchiſmaticall cutting our ſelves off 


from being fellow members with the Saints, and cven with 


Chriſt our head, till ingratitude, ignorance, and Atheiſme it 
ſelfe, be canonized for ¶ hriſtian and S4intlike , and the onely 
things tendipg to edification in a Church, there will hardly ap- 
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peafe any fo much as politic neceſſity to turne theſe out of it. 
7. For the reading of the Commandements., and prayer be- 
ore, and the refponſes after each of them, though it be not anti- 
. ently to be found in the Church, as a part of the Service, (but 
only retain'd in the Catechiſme) till King Edwards ſecond Li- 
turgy, (and therefore ſure no charge of Popery to be affixt on 
it) yet ſeemeth it to mea very profitable part of devotion, be- 
ing made uſe of as it ought. The Preiſt after a premiſed pray- 
er for grace to love and keepe Gods Command ment i, is appoin · 
ted to ſtand and read every ot the Commandements diſtinctly 
to the people, as a kind of Moſes, bringing them from God to 
them; Theſe are they to receive in the humbleſt affection of 
heart, and poſture of body, as meanes to try and examine them · 
ſelves, and to humble themſelves in a ſence of their ſeverall fail- 
ings, and thereupon implore (every one for himſelfe, and for 
others, even for the whole Kingdom) firſt Gods mercy for par- 
don for all that hath beene committed againſt the letter of each 
commandement, or what ever Chrilt and the Goſpell hath ſer 
downe under any, or reducible to any of thoſe heads, 2. Grace 
to per forme for the time to come, what ever may be accepta- 
ble to Chrilt in that particular. This being thus diſtinctly and 
leaſurely done to each particular precept , the heart enlarging 
to every pargicular under that , proves an excellent forme of 
confeſſion of finnes, and of reſolution (and prayer for ſtrergth) 
to forſake them. And let me tell you, were Gods pardon thus 
fervently and often called for by each humble ſoule in a King - 
dome, for every mans perſonall and the whole Kingdomes Na- 
tionall ſins, the Atheiſme Speculative and practical, the impiety, 
inſidelity. mant of love and feare, and worſhip of God, &c. in the 
firlt Commandement, and ſo throughout all the reſt, and the 
grace of God, to worke all the contrary graces in every heart, 
in the heart of the whole Kingdome , as humbly and heartily 
invoked, the benefit would certainly be ſo great, and ſo illu- 
ſtrious. that none but Satan, who is to be dethroned, and part 
with his Kingdome by that meanes, would ever deem it neceſ= 
ſary to caſt out this part of Service, and have nothing at all in 
exchange for it. 
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8. For the des of the Offertory, it mult firſt be oblerved, 
that in the Primitive Apoſtolicke Church, the Offertory was a 
conſiderable part of the action, in the adminiſtring and recei- 
ving the Sactament:the manner of it was thus. At their meer - 
ings for divine ſervice, every man as he was able brought ſome- 
thing along with him, bread, or wine, the fruits of the Seaſon, 
& c. of this part was uſed for the Sacrement, the reſt kept to 
furniſh a common table for all the brethren (and there fore in 
Ignatius, h emmeacin, te celebrate the Feaſt, is to adminiſter 
that Sacrament being joyn d there with the mention of Bap- 
tiſme) Rich and Poore to eate together, no one taking prece · 
dence of other, or challenging a greater part to bimſelfe, by 
reaſon of his bringing more; this is diſcernible in Saint 
Pauls words, chicing the Corinthians for their defaults in 
this matter, 1 Cor, 11. 21. every man, ſaith he, takes and 
eates before. another by owne ſupper, ( i. e.) the Rich that 
brought more, cates that which he brought; & ior Hor, 
as if he were at home eating his owne pri vate meale , with» 
out re\ſpeR to the nature of thoſe d;a-u, which were a 
common mcale for all, and ſo while one is filled to the full, 
ſome others have little or nothing to cate, which is the mean- 
ing of that which followes, one # hungry, and another is drian- 
ken ; after the «zzmw ceaſed, and the bringing of the fruits of 
the ſeaſon, which were as a kind of firft- fruit offering, was 
out-dated, whether by Canon of the Church , or by contrary 
cuſtome, this manner was ſt ill continued, that every receiver 
brought ſomewhat with him to offer, particularly bread, and 
wine mixt with water. Faſtin Mart. Apol. 2. p. 7. ſets downe 
the manner of it clearely in his time, te axon my 
aSoar epres & c. the bread and the wine of the brethren, i. e. 
Communicants # brought to the Preiſt or Prefect, (not as the 
Latine interprerer reads ProfeFofratrum) as if efagar were 
to be joyn'd with e-z53n, which belongs to der) ard 
be receiving it, gives laud and praiſe unto Ged , in the name of 
the Soune and the Holy Ghoſt, and all the people joyne in the A.- 
men, then doe the Deacons diſtribute that «pro» twanegudtrre , 
#be bread, over which be hath thus given thanbgs, and then, ſaich 
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he, over and above be richer ſort and every one ar be ſhall think 


good, contributes, and that which © ſoraiſed , i left with the 
Ps out of that fork, ſuec ours the Orphan and Widow, 

and becomes 4 common provider for all that are in wave. This 
cl:arcly diſtinguiſherh two parts of the Offertory, one deſig· 

ned for theuſc ot all che Fairbfa} in the Sacrament, another re- 

{:rved for the uſe of the poore, the former called 2y-59202%1 
Oblations, in the Councell of Laedicea, the other zagmoce/er, 

in that of Gangra, and proportionably, the repoſitory for the 

firſt called Sacrarium in the fourth Connell of Carthage, (an, 

93. (and by Pofſidoniue in the lite of St Auguſtine , Lend, arts 

um unde altari necoſſaria infernntur , where thoſe things are 

laid, and from whence fetcht which ars neceſſary to the Altar) 

the other Gazophylaciam or treaſury, the firſt St Cyprian calls 
Sacriſicia, ſacriſices, the ſecond Eleemoſyne, Almes, Il. de op. & 
Eleem, parallel to thoſe which we find both together mentio- 

ned Act. 24. 17. I came to bring almes to my Nation and offe- 5 ; 
rings. This. faith Juſtin AMariyr, is our Chriſtian $ acrifice, which — 2 bo: 
will more appeare to him that conſiders that the feaſting of the — 
People, their partaking of the Sacrifice , having their 74a; 

and del, was alwaies annexcd ro facrifices , both among 
Jewes and Heathens, which the Apofile calls partaking of the 
Altar, and conſcqu:nily that the Sacrifice, and the feaſt toge- 

ther, the ſacrifice in the offertory, the feaſt in the eating and 
drinking there, due compleate and make up the whole buſineſſe 

of this Sacrament, as farre as the People are concerned in it; 

and all this bleſt by the Preiſt , and God b/eft and praiſed by 

Preiſt and People, and ſo the title of Fachariſt belongs to it. 

Thus, after 7uſt in, Irenaus. The Offertory of the Chriſtians 11. e. 30 
accouuted a pure ſacrifice with God , as when St Paul, ſaith he, 

ment ions the acts of the Philippians liberality, be calls them Su- 

car dum an acceptable ſacriſice (and fo Heb, 3.16. to doe good 

and to Communicate forget not, luch acts of liberality to thoſe 

that want, for with ſuch Sacrifice God i well pleaſed) and pre · 

ſcntly defines what this Sacrifice was,primitie earum que ſunt 

ej a creaturarum, the firſt fruits of God's creatures. So Tertul. Apol.c. 39; 
lian modicam uneſqni/que ſt ipem me nſtrud die adponit, every one 
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brings ſumem has every ont. jult parallel to our Offrrtory at 
Mombiy Camm union; Much more might be ſaid of —— 
antient Coaſtitutions and Canons, if twere not for my deſire 
oi brevity. Effectually 8 Cyprian, Locuples & dives es, & do. 
wic am celebrane te credu, & corbonam non reſßicis, qui in 
aminicum fine ſac riſicio venis, qui partem de ſacriſicio quod 
panper obtwlit, ſame? Art thou rich, and thin beſt thow receiveſt 
as thou onghteſt , and reſpecteſt not the Corban , feedeſt on the 


Serm, de temp, poor mens Facriſice, and bringeſt none thy ſelfe® and Saint Ang, 


215. 


to the ſame purpoſe; And tis worth obſerving that many au. 
thotities, which the Papi produce for the externall Sacrifice 
of the body of Chriſt in the Maſſe, are but the detortion and 
diſguiſing of thoſe places which belong to the Offertory of the 
People, and in the Canon of the Maſſe that prayer which is uſed 
for the offering up of Chrilt , (larded with ſo many crofles) 
pl. inly betraies it ſelfe to have beene firſt inſtituted by relation 
to the le gaifts & oblations,2s appears by the mention of Abels 
Sacrifice, and Melchizedecks offering (that of Abels the fruit of 
the Earth, Melcbixe dechs apreſent onely ol Bread and Wine to 
Abraham) and the per quem hac omnia ſemper bona _creas (by 
whom thou createſt all theſe good things) which belongs evi- 
dently to the fruits of the Earth, but is by them now moſt ris 
diculouſly applyed to the body of Chriſt, I have beene thus 
large in ſhew ing the original of the &fferrory, becauſe it hath 
in all ages beene counted a ſpeciall part of divine worſhip, the 
third part of. tho Chriſtian Holocauſt, ſaith eAquinas , 2. 24. 
9. 85. art. 3. ad2. the obſervation of which is yet alive in our 
Litur g. (I would it had a more chearſull univerſall reception 
in our practice) cſpecially if that be true which Honorims 
laith, that inſtead of the antient o lation of Bread and Wine, the 
offt ing of money was by conſentreceiv'd into the Church in 
memory of the pence in Judas ſayle. Now that this offering 
of Chriſtians to-God for pious and charitable uſes, deſigned ro 
them who ate his Proxyes and De puty · receivers, may be the 
more liberally and withall-more ſolemnely performed, many 
portions of Scripture are by the Liturgy defigned to be read 
ta ſlirte up and quicken this bounty, and thoſe of three ſorts; 
a ſome 
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ſome belonging to good workes in generall, others to _ 
deeds, others to ob/ations, and when it is received and brought 
to the Preiſt, he hambly prayes God to accept thoſe almer, 
and this is it which I call the ſervice of the O ffertery, ſo valited 
and eitcemed among all Antients, but wholly omitted in this 
Directory (onely a caſuall naming of a Collection ſoy the poore 
by way of ſage caution, that it be ſo order d, that no part of the 
publicks worſhip be thereby hmdred) upon what grounds of 
policy or pretence of neceſſity, I know not,unlefle out of that 
great feate, leſt workes of charity (which the Apoſtle calls an 
acceptable ſacrifice, and with which God u well pleaſed) ſhould 
paſſe for any part of the ſervice or worſhip of God, which after 
Praying to him is an act that hath the greateſt remark,and high- 
elt character ſet upon it, and when it is thus in the Offerrory, 
is accounted pars cn/t#5,a part of worſhip, ſay the Schooie men. 
Aad beſide, where it is uſed, as it ought, proves of excellent 
benefit (when prudent faithfull Officers have the diſpenſing 


of it) toward the ſupplying and preventing the wants of all, 


Tar &y pe 01 iden vere: the Miniſt er is thereby ena. 


when therejeRing of ſuch cuſtomes as theſe proves the one« 
ly neceſſary. 


9. For private B aptiſme, that which our 2 preſcribes 


is, that all poſſible care be taken, that all ( hildren that are to be 


B aptized;be brought to ¶ hurc b, and not without great cauſe and- 
neceſſity Baptized at home in their houſes, And yet when great 


need ſhall compell them fo to doe, then an order of admini- 
ſtring it is preſcribed, ſuch as in caſe the Child dye, it may not 
be deprived of the Sacrament, and in caſe it /ive,it may as pub. 
lickely-be preſented, and with Prayer received into the Church; 
and pronounced to be baptized already, which is equivalent, as 
if it had beene baptix-d in the, publicke. The cleare confeſt 
ground of this practice is the deſire of the Church not to be 
wanting to any the meaneſt creature,in allowing it that which 
Chriſt hath given it igt to, and to encourage and ſatisſie the 
charitable deſires of Parents, which in danger of inſtant death 
| 5 | G 3 require 


hiled-to be the guardian of all that are in want, faith Juſtin A. 
Apol. 2. and ture weceſity hath little or no la or reaſos in it, 
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require it for them. This ground ſeemes clearly to be ackhow - 

ledg'd by the Compilers of this DireGory; pag. 41. where 'tw 

affirmed, that the poſterity of the Faithfull borne within the 

Church, have by their birth (not by their living to the next 

Lords day, or till they can be brought to Church) intereſt in the 

Covenant andright to the ſcale of it, (which ſute is Baptiſme) 

& then what #eceſſity there is, that they that are acknowledg'd 

to have right to that ſeale, ſhould yet not be permitted to have 

it, (as in caſe private Baptiſme be excluded, ſome ot them in- 

tallibly ſhall not) I profeſſe my underſtanding too ſhort to 

reach; And as ignorant I q uſt conte ſſe to be alfo, why, when 

they come to the Congregation, it ſhould be utterly unla w full 

tor them to be Beptized in the place where Fonte have hitherto 

beene placed y,e, neare the doote of the ¶ hurch. as the Directo- 

ry appoints; A new /caudalows peice it ſeemes of Popery, and 
Superſtition, (which is as dangerous as private Baptiſme , and 
therefore with it together forbidden) and yet very antient, 

and farre from any ſuperſtitious intent; Japtiſme being at firſt 

: in any convenient pond or river, as the Goſpell, and after that 

Aol. 2. in fine, Juſt; Martyr tells us, and is noted by the word &ew7ilu , which 
is literally, #0 dope over head in the water, and by the word 

, a (wimming or diving place, by which the Fa- 
thersexpreſſe the Font. But when Churches were built, then 

there was anereQionalſa of Baptiſteria, at firſt without, but 

after within the ¶ hurc het, and thoſe placed neare the , 

or Poreh ef the Church, on no other deſigne undoubredly, 

then to ſigniſie the Sacrament there celebrated to be arite of 

initiation; or entrance into the Church, (as the Chancel or up- 

per part of the Church was aſſigned unto the other Sacrament 
to ſigniſie it to belong to thoſe onely that were come to ſome 
perſection) againſt which tis not poſſible any thing ſhould be 
objected of wwfirneſſe, but that the Miniſters voyce will not in 
ſome Churches ſo caſily be heard by the whole C ongregation, 
which it it may not be helpr, by raiſing bis voyce at Hap time, 
will not yet infuſe any Popery or Superſtition into it, the charge 
that is here fo beavily laid on it, (as well as that of w»fitneſſe) 
of which i it be guilty, £#perftstion is become a ſtrange iq 
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tary;ready tofly and affixe it (clte to any thing they will have 
it, and ſhall as juſtly be faſt ned by: me on their nagt u,; or 


prohibition of Baptiſme in that place it « not to be adminiſtred 
inthe places where Fonts, Se. as upon our epfirive appointing 
it. For (ure if a ignificant rite,or deſi gnation ot place, &. with- 
out any other guilt, then chat it is ſo, be ſuperſt itiom, an unſig- 
ui ficant interdiction of it will be as much; and if the poſitive fab 
perſtition be to be condemned, the negative mult be ſo alſo, 

10. For the preſcripe forme of Catechiſme, it is placed by 
our Church in our Liturgy, and as fit to be placed there as any 
directions for Preaching can be in theirs, { which. takes up fo 
great a part in their Religion, and conſequently in their Dire- 
tory) the previous inſtruction of youth being ſo much more 
neceſſary then that, as a foundation is then any part of the ſuper- 
ftructure, that being weceſſary to the end onely, but this over 
and above neceſſarie to make capable of the other weceſſary. Of 
this particular ¶ atechiſine I might ſay ſomewhat, which would 
be worthy to be obſerved in thee times, how much Chriſtian 
prudence the Church hath ſhewed in it, in ſetting downe for 
all to learne, onely thoſe few things which are neceſſary to the 
plaineſt and meaneſt, for the direction of Chriltian fa th and 
practice; and if we would all keepe our ſelves within that mo- 
deration, and propoſe no larger Catalogue of credenda to be 
belecv'd by all then the Apeſtles Creed, as'tis explain'd in our 
C atechiſme doth propoſe, and lay the greater weight upon 
conſideration and performance of the vew of Baptsſme , and 
all the commands of God as they are explained ( and ſo the obs 
ligation, to obedience enlarged) by Chtiſt, and then only adde 
the explication of the nature and uſe of the Sacraments,in thoſe 
molt commodious and intelligible expre/tions{and none other) 
whichare there ſet downe, I thould be confident there would 
be leſſe hating and damning one another (which is moſt ordi- 


narily for opinions) more piety and charity, and ſo true Chriſti- 
anity among C hriſtians and Proteſtants, then hitherto hath been 
met with. But ſeeing, though this be fit to be ſaid, yet tis un- 
neceflary in this place, this Catechiſme being not put in bak 
lance with any other way of inſtructing youth in the Dirrdc- 
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»y, but onely /o/dor caſt away for nong bt, and #0 woney, nothing 


tales or offered in exchange for it, I am ſuperſeded from this, 
and onely left to wonder why Catechi xing of Children in the 
faith and knowledge of their vowed duiy, (which I hope is no 
fisting of their Spirits ) ſhould be one ot thoſe burthens which 
tis {© N ox, ſhould be throwne off, and not ſo much as con · 
fider'd in this Directory. os ICE 
11. For (onfirmation, vihich (being a thing wherein the 
Biſbop is a party, will, I muſt expect, be matter of ſome envy 
and odium but to name it, and) being ſo long and fo ſcandalouſſy 
neglected in this Kingdome (though the rule have alſo beene 
ſevere and cate full in requiring it) will now not ſo eaſily be 
digeſted, haviag thoſe vul gar prejudices againſt it, yet mult I 
molt ſolemnly profeſſe my opinion ot it, Thatit is a mol} an- 
tient Chriſtian cuſtome, tending very much to edification. Which 
I ſhall make good by giving you this veiw of the manner of it, 
Ic is this, that every Rector of any Pariſh, or Carate ob charge, 
ſhould by a familiar way of (atechizing inſtruct the youth of 
both ſexes within his Cure in the principles of Religion, ſo 
farre, that every one of them before the uſuall time of com- 
ming to the Lords Supper, (ſhould be able to underſtand the 
particulars of the vow made in Japtiſine tor the credenda and 
facienda, yeaand fugienda alſo, wh t mult be beleived, what 
done, and whatforſaken; and be able to give an intelligent ac» 
count of every one of theſe, which being done, every ſuch 
Child ſo prepared, ought to be brought to the Biſbop for (one 
firmation, Wherein the intent is, that every ſuch Child at. 
tain'd to years of anderſtanding ſhall ing iy and ſolemnly before 
God, the Bifop and the whole Congregation, with his owne 
mouth, and his owne conſent, take upon himſelfe the obligation 
to that, which his Godfathers and Godmothers in #aprti/me 
promiſed in his name, and before all thoſe reverend witneſſes, 
make a firme publick rene d promiſe, that by God's helpe he 
will faithfully endeavour to diſcharge that obligation in every 
point of it, and perſevere in it all the deyes of hu life. Which 


_ reſolution and promiſe ſo heighrned with all choſe ſolemnities, 


will in any reaſon have a mighty impreſſion on the Child, and 
an 
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an influence on his actions for ever after. And this being thus 
performed by him, the Biſhop (hall ſeverally impoſe hu hands 
upon every ſuch childe {a Ceremony uſed to this purpoſe by 
Chrilt himſelfe)and b/eſſe, and pray for him, that now that the 
temptations of ſinne, begin more itrongly, inreſpet of his 
age, to aſſault him, he may receive grace and ſtrength againſt all 
ſueh temptations or aſſuults, by way of prevention and ſpeciall 
aſſiſtruce, without which obtained by prayer from God, he 
will never be able to do it. This is the ſumme of Confirmation, 
and were ic rightly obſerved (and no man admitted tothe 
Lords Supper, that had not thus taken the Baptiſme- bond from 
the ſureties into his one name, and no man after that ſuffered 
to continue in the Church, which brake it willfully, but turn d 
out of thoſe (acred courts, by the power of the keyes in excom- 
munication) it would certainely prove, by the bleſſing of God 
there begged, a moſt effectuall me ines to keepe men, at leaſt 
within ſame tearmes of Cbriſtias civility, from falling into - 
pen enormous fins; and that the defaming and caſting out of this 
ſo blameleſſe gainfull Order ſhould be neceſſary or »/efull to a» 
ny policy, fave onely to defend the Devil from ſo great a 
blow, and to ſuſteine and uphold his Kingdom, I never had yet 
any 2 or motive to ſuſpect or imagine. Inſtead of 
conſidering any objections of the adverſary, againſt this peice, 
whether of Apoftolicall or Eccleſiaſticall diſcipline ) which l 
never heard with any colour produced) I ſhall rather expre ſſe 
my moſt paſſionate wiſh unto my Freixds, thoſe who ſincerely 
wiſh the good of this National ¶ hureh, that they will endeas 
vour their utmoſt to revive theſe meanes of regaining the pu- 


rity and exemplary lives of all it's members, when God by ye- 
ſtoring our Peace ſhall open a doore for it. 


12. For the Solemnitie; of Burial, as they are certainely 
uſeleſſe to them who are dead, ſo are they not defigned by us 
but to the benefit of the /iving in Lefſons and Prayers upon 
thoſe occaſions, as alſo for the freeing us from the imputation 
of rudeue ſſe and uncivility (which Chriſtianity reaches no bo- 
dy) to thoſe bodies which ſhall have their parts in the reſur - 
rection, and to their wemori:s, which the obligation of Kine 
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dred, freindpip, at leaſt the common band of Chrifianrey; 
make pretiows to us and that it ſhould be neceſſary, and tend 
to edification, not to pray ſuch ſeaſonable Prayers, heare, & im · 
preſſe upon our hearts ſuch ſeaſonable Leſſons, (at a time when 
they are exemplified before our ey es, and our hearts being ſoft- 
ned with mourning, are become more malleable) to performe 
ſuch laudable ChriltianCiv:/1ties, only for feare we ſhould 
(not pray but} be thought to pray to or for them, over whom, 
or neare Whoſe hearſe, or by or toward whom we thus pray, 
(which that we doe not, our Prayers that then we uſe, are 
ready to teſtify) is another unreaſonable, able to evidence the 
power of prejudice and faction to any that is not ſufficiently 
convinced of it. 

13. For that of thankeſgiving after Childbirtb, as it may be 
acknowledged, to be taken up in pro portion to, or imitation 
of Purification among the Jewes, ſo is it not thereby /yable to 
apy charge of evill; For herein is a metveilous miſtake among 
men, to thinke that becauſe the continuing of circumciſon was 
ſo forbidden by St Paul Gal. 3. 2. there forte it ſhould be vnlam- 
full for any Chriſtian Church, to inſtitute any uſage which had 
ever been commanded the Fewer, For the reaſons which made 
the retaining of circumciſſon ſo dangerous, will not be of any 
force againlt other caſtomes of the Jewes, as 1, That it was 
preſt by the J#udaizing ¶ hriſtians, as neceſſary to juſtification, 
Gal. 5. 4. which is in effect the diſclaiming of Chriſt or of any 
profit v. 2. or effect v. 4. by him, a falling from grace, and re- 
nouncing the Ge hell, 2. That it was contrary to that /ibertie 
or manumiſſion from the 7udaica Law which Chrilt had par- 
chaſed, v 13. to have circumciſion impoſed as a Law of God's 
{till obligatory, when Chriſt by his death hath cancelled it. 
3+ That fome carnall profeflors, which thought by this meanes 
to eſcape the oppoſition, and perſecation, which then follow- 
ed the doctrine of Chriſt, and profeſſion of Chriſtianity, did 
much 4oaft that they put themſelves and their Diſciples in a 
courſe to void the croſſe, c.6.12, which is the meaning of that, 
v. i 3. that they may glory in yowr fleſh, i. e. in your being circũ- 
ciled,as that is by Saint as! oppoied to. gloryingn the(rofſe, 
2 v. 14. 
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v. 14.4.6. the perſceution that followed profeſſion of the G- 
ſpell, as c. 5. 17. he mentions it as the only reaſon of his being 
perſecuted, t bat he would not Preach Circumciſion : agreezble 
to which is that of 7gnatins in Ep, ad Magneſ, EU ue; viv 
x7! vour lu ende, &. If wee till now love according to the 
Law of the Fewes and circumciſion of the fleſp, wee deny that we 
have received grace, for the divineſt Prophets lived accord. 
ing to feſus Chriſt, and d wre, for doing ſo were perſecuted, 
which they that deſired to avoid, and therefore would be cir- 
cumciſed, or Preach Circumciſion, thoſe are the men Saint Paul 
ſo quarrels with, as thoſe that would not ſuffer for Chriſts 
fake, that were not much in love with that Croſſe of his. To 
which a fourth reaſon may alſo be added, that many of the Ce- 
remonies uf the Law did prelignifie the future Meſſtas, & the 
teaching the neceſſity of ſuch obſervances as not yet aboliſpt, 
is the profeſſing Chriſt not to be the Meſſiau. All which not- 
withſtanding it ſtill remains very poſſible, that a rite formerly 
commanded the ewes, not as ſignificative of the future Meſſi- 
, but as decent in the worſhip ob God, without 2 depend- 
ing on it for juſtification, without any opinion that the Fewiſh 
law obliges us, and without any feare of being perſecuted by the 
Fewes, or conſequent compliance wich them, may now be 
preſcribed by the Chriſtian ¶ hurch, mcerly as a humane inſti - 
tution, judging that decent or uſefull m which was fo then, 
and in this caſ: if nothing elſe can be objected againſt it, ſave 
onely that God once thought fit to preſcribe it to his owne Pes · 
ple, there will be little feare of danger in, or fault to be found 
with any luch uſage. For it is an ordinary obſervation which 
Paulus Fagius in his Notes on the Targam (a moſt learned 
Proteſtant ) firſt ſuggeſted to mee, that many of the ewiſß Ce- 
remonies were imitated by Chrift himſelfe under the Goſpel. 
I might ſhew it you in the Apoſtles , who were anſwerable to 
the ine the miſſi or meſſengers among the Zewes , and 
were by Chriſt our High- Prieft ſent abroad to all Nations to 
bring in (that peculium, which of all others he counted moſt 
his dae, having paid ſo deare for it) ſinnets to their Saviour, as 
they were among the Fewes ſent an, the High-Prieft to fetch 
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in the dves to the Temple. So alſo the impoſition of hands, 1 
forme of benediction among the Fewez, as antient as Jacob him- 


ſelfe. Gen. 48.14. In blefſing Foſephs Sonnes, and is often uſed 


by Chriſt to that ſame purpaſe. And even the two Sacraments 
are of this nature, Baptiſme re lated to the Gartioutr, waſhing s 
uſed by them at the juitiating or admitting of Preſelytes, and 
Chriſt's taking bread, and giving Thanks, &c, after Supper 
(wherein the other Sacrament was firſt inſtituted ) was direct. 
ly the peſteœnium among the Fewes, not a peculiar part of the 
Paſſeover Feaſt, but a Ceremony after all Feaſts, very uſual 
among them. So the word iu, from the Aſſemölies ci- 
vill or ſacred among the Fewes, is made ule of to ſigniſie the 
( briſtian Church, which Chriſt was to gather together. So 
the Lords day one day in ſeven, proportionable to their Sab- 
bat . So ap27fumien, Elders among the Fewes are brought by 
the «Apoſtles to ſigniſie an Order in the Church, and aytofus 
reis, Colleges of many of them together, called by Igna- 
tits, avoyuars ie, [acred Societies, oupfunci x ouridpeorat vg 
emnony, Counſellors and Aſſiſtants of the Biſhops, and bis ovvi« 
Spie, in Ep, ad Trall : are parallell to the Sanhedrim, or 
Conncell of Elders that were joyned ro Moſes in his govern- 
ment, to facilitate the burthen to him. The ſame may be faid 
of the Deacons which were an imitation of the e the 
Treaſurer or Steward among them, and conſequent]y the 
place, where the goods which they were to diſtribute were 
ke pt, is parallell to their NIN ) 3aCoprauniey , the trea- 
fury, and ſo the Biſbop alfo, faith Grotiu, is a tranſcript of 
the dN the head of the Congregation. And the Patri- 
archs among Chriſtians are taken from the heads of the Tribes 
among them, called ordinarily by the 72 dpyorres- maezgiar , 
and in the New Teſtament 2z75:46.-/. Adde unto theſe the 
Chriſtian Cenſure of Excommunication antwerable to their 
Smgvyayyz ( whether it were from ſacred or onely from 
civil Aſſe mblies among them, it matters little, for the civil 
among them may be accommedated to Eccieſiaſticall among 
Chriſtians,as in ſome of the fore-mentioned is acknowledged, 
and as the word away? , which ſigniſies primarily any _ 
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of Aſſembly, and is ſo taken, Natib. 6. 5. is appropriated to 1 
place of divine worſhip in other places) and the ſeveral! de- 
grees of it in the Chriſtian Church, anſwerable to their Nid- 
aus, Cherem, and Schammathaz And fo for Abſolutios alſo · 


All this I have ſaid, and might adde much more to make the 


demand appeare no unreaſonable one, that it may be law full 
for the Church to uſe a cuſtome, which hath ſome reſemblance 
of ſome (eremony in force antiently among the Fewes, viz, 
that of the Purification of Women in our Churching. Which 


objection being removed there will remaine no other, and 


then that it ſhould be ſimply #»lawful or anediſying. to take 
notice of the deliverance of each Woman, or to pay acknow- 
ledgement to God for it, and neceſſary to ſetup ſuch Schooles 
of «gratitude in the Church, is more then ingennou nature 
will ſuffer any Chriſtianto beleive, upon the bare authority of 
theſe eAſſemblers, 

14. The Communios of the ſicke, if it be ſuperſtition and Po- 
pery alſo, (as ſure is implyed by the no mention of ic at the 
vi/itation of the ſicke in the Directory) tis ſure of a very long 
ſtanding in the Church; the Canons of the Councells abcut the 
Lapfi and Excommunicate, that generally take care that they 
ſhould have the Peace of the Church in extremis (anſwerable 


to our Abſolution at that time) and if with expreſſions of pe- 


nicent hearts they deſire it; the Sacrament alſo , are evidences 
ſo cleare of this cuſtome, that I ſhall not need produce any te- 
[timonieszrhoſe that are moved with the practice of eLnriguere 
ty being ſufficiently furniſht with them; If any man be unſa- 
tisfied in this, let him read the famons ſtorie of the dying Ferapi- 
on in Euſebins,1.6.c,36., And that it ſhould be ce ſſarie to the 
edification of that Church, that this viaticum, (as the Fathers 
call'd it) ſhould be denied every hangring aud thirſting tra- 
veller at that time when it might yeild him moft comfort, and 
our charity molt inclines us to allow it him , nay that the 
Church (ſhould be thought to ſuffer by that in any eminent 
manner (if it were ill) which is done privatelie onely to ſome 
particular, (and order taken that all pub&ckelie ſhould be war- 
ned to receive the Communion frequently inthe Church, and 
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fo not want it on the bed, or trouble the Miniſter then for ir) 
and conſe quently the Church perhaps never hear of it, this is 
again a new kind of neceſſity, to be fetcht from ſome under- 
ground Fundamentall Lawes of I know not whoſe laying, that 
the Chriſtian Church never heard of till theſe times. 

15. As for the Service of the Communation, fitted for the 
firſt day of Lent, which by denuntiations againſt particular ſins 
under the Law, ( appointed co be read to, and atteſted by the 
people, with an Amen of ackxowledgement,that every ſuch of- 
fendor 4 by the Law curſed, not of Prayer that he may be ſo 
dealt with in Gods juſtice) is deſigned to bring men to humi- 
lation and contrition for ſinne, the ſpeciall duty of that day 
and the enſuing ſeaſon, and cloſeth with moſt affectionate pray 
ers for ſuch penitents; it is matter of ſome panic ſencc le iſe 
feares to ſome ignorant men (which are very tender and paſ- 
ſionate freinds to the ir beloved ſinnes, and dare not ſubſcribe to 
the condemnation of them ) but very uſefull to awake even 
thoſe and all others out of this ſecarity, 2s a Feaver to cure the 
Let bargicł, to kindle a fire about mens cares, that they ma 
ſee their danger, and make out to the uſe of all Chriſtian 
meanes of repentance and devotion, and laying bold on Chrift to 
avert it; and if ſuch a bug-beare as that ot being thought to 
curſe our ſelves and freinds in the ſaying Amen to the threat - 
nings (which will be true to all impenitents whether we ſay 
Ames or no) be ſufficient to exercize ſuch an exorciſt, to caſt 
out of the Church ſuch a powerfull me anes of bringing ſinners 
to repentance, or it bare prejudice of the Aſſemblers without 
either hearing or objecting againſt it, be enough to make it 
neceſſary to be leſt out of our ſervice, the Divell will never be 
in danger from his enemies, as long as he may have but the 
ſpell of the Directory to put them thus to flight for bim. 

Laſtly, for the —— of Lent, & c. it they be conſidet d 


in generall as Fafts, there will ſure be no neceſſity to renounce 
them, the Fewes had the ir Faſts as well as Feaſts ( and thoſe ſet 
publick, not onely voluntary private Faſts ) and not only that 
great day of Expiation appointed by God himſelfe, but occaſio- 
vall ones appointed by men, and yet, when appointed, 2 
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ſtantly oblerv d as that other, the Faſt of che fourth month, of 


the ffth, of the ſeventh, and of the tenth month. Zach.8.19. and 


under Chriſtianity, though in the time of Chriſts preſence with 
the Diſciples, they fafed not, yet the faſting of Fohn's Diſciples, 
nay the twice a weeks of the Phariſees themſelves, is not 
(though mention'd yet)reprehended, but implicitly approved 
by Chriſt, and of his owne, faith he,they ſhould not have that 
immunity long, the dayes Heuld come when the Bridegroome 
ſhould be taken away (and that is ever ſince Chriſts aſcenſion} 
and then ſhall they faſt in thoſe dates. *'T were eaſie to jultifie 
this tkrongh the writings, and by the practice of the whole 
Church ot God, till theſe dayes of do and eM let looſe, 
till theſe dayes of animeſties and Epicuriſee , have made the 
uſage of Faſt by Papifts, a command tous not te uſe them, 
and concluded the abating any thing af our g/ntronre to be an 
intrenchment on our Chriſtian Libertie, and both thoſe deceits 
together quarrell'd all Chriſtian times of Faſting, out of our 
pratice firſt then out of cur Nalerter. This being ſaid in ge- 
nerall of faſting, the application of this to theſe fafts of the 
Church, will be indi{putably ſatisfactory to any, that ſhali but 
conſider the occeſions of each of them, of the Leuten faſt, the 
knowne forty daies e æample of abſtinence in Chriſt, whereupon 
faith St Jerome, Duam quadrageſimam ſec: traditionem -A. 
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poftolorum, & cc. jejunamus, We faſt the Lent according to the Marcella. 


tradition of the Apoſtles, and Epiphanius joynes with him to 
make the Lent faſt an Apoftolicalltradition, and others of the 
Antients concurring for the pracłice of it, if not ſo punctuall 
for the tradition; Saint Baſs! may iprake for all i» ham. 2. of 
Faſting, that there was no age nor place. but kyew it and obſerved 
it. And then I know no neceſſtrie of deſpiſing Chreſts paiterne, 
and Apoſtolicall practice, unleſſe it be the fame which obliges 
to the deſtroying of Epiſcopacy (which as it is an im paritie oP» 
polite to the equalitie of Presbyters, isclearcly deducible from 
both thoſe Authorities, to which it ſeemes this yeare is re ſolv d 
to prove fatall;) that ſo there may be at length as little imita. 
tion of Chriſt among ur, as reverence to Apoſtles, Then for 
Rogation weeks, though the originall or occaſion of chat cane 
b ö not 
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not be deduced ſo high, but is by Hiſtorians referred to Claud: 
Mamertws Biſhop of Vienne in Frauce, for the averting of ſome 
Judgements, which on the obſervation of many inauſpicious 
accidents and prodigies were ſadly feared to be approaching, 
yet will it not be Neceſſary to turne the Fafts, or the Letanies, 
or the Services aſſigned to it out of the Church, as long as dan» 
gers are either preſent, impendent, or poſſible, or indeed as long 
as there be nes enough among us to abode us ill, or provoke 
any wrath of Heaven, any judgements. on us; And when all 
thoſe occaſions ceaſe, I am content thoſe Services may be laid 


aſide a ſo, 5.e. when we meet altogether in heaven. Next, 


the Ember weekes are of great Antiquitie in the Church called 
the quatwor tempora in the Latine Fathers, iuies ( from 
whencel conceive is the Engliſh Ember) inthe Greeke, and 
(beſide the firſt inſtitution of them for quarterly ſeatons of 
devotion, proportion d to each part of the yeare, as the firſt 
fruits of every ſeaſon, that the whole, and each diviſion of it 
might be bleſt by it, and againe beſide their anſwerableneſſe to 
thoſe foure times of ſo/emne Faſt mention'd among the Jewer, 
that we Chriftsans may not be inferiour unto them in that du- 
ty) an admirable ule is aſſign'd to them in the Churcb, in imi- 
tation of the Apoſtles, dt. 13. 3. by Faſting and Prayer to 
prepare for the ordiuation of Miniſter r1immediately conſequent 
ro every ſuch weeke, that God would ſend,ind furniſh worthy 
Inſtruments of his glory to ſerve him in that glorious Office, 
and till Miniſters are acknowledg'd to be generally fo good, 
that cither they cannot or need not be better, tillchoſe are alſo 
wne immortal (as the framers of this Ordinazce) and (© 
no uſe of care fot /#cceſſion, I ſhall ſuppoſe it not over-neceſſary 
to precipitate theſe out of the Church of Chriſt, but rather 
with that there were in our Liturgy ſome Service appointed 
of Leſſons and Prayers for this purpoſe, to be uſed conſtantly 
on the dayes of Faſt through thoſe weekes, | 
Thus have I, as breifly as I could, examined all the pretend. 
ed exuberances of our Liturgie, which haverequired it thus to 
be more then lauced even to a deliquium anima, to many fain- 
Ying ſits a long while, and at laſt to it's fatal unn. 
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blers may be allowed of the Fury, and this Ordinance have 
leave to be the executioner; And as yet to the utmoſt of our 
impartiall thoughts can we not diſcerne the leaſt degree of 
Neceſſity, of any the moſt moderate ſignification of the word, 
ro owne ſo tragicall an Exit, The leafes which have becne 
{pent in this ſearch, as it may ſeeme unneceſſarily, might per- 
haps have beene better employed; Yet will it not be unrea- 


ſonable to expect a favourable reception of them, When dis 


conſidered, that by this meanes a farther labour is ſpared, there 
needing no farther anſwer to the whole boay of the Directory. 
or any part of it, when it ſhall thus appeare, that there was no 


neceſſity tor the change, nay (which T conceive bath all along 


beene concluded) that the continuance of the Liturgy, unleſſe 
{ome beiter offer or bargaine were propoſed to us, is [till in all 
policy, in all ſecular or Chriſtianpredence moſt neceſſary. And 
therefore when we have conſidered the ſecond particular in 
the Ordinance, and to that annext a veiw of ſome ſeveralls in 
the Preface, the Reader's taske will be at an end, and his pats» 

ence freed from the tentation of our importunity· 
The ſecond thing then in the Ordinance is, that all the ſevo- 
ralls which this Ordinance is {ct to confront, are Statutes of 
Edward the ſexth,and of Queene Elizabeth, all which are with- 
out more doe repealed by this Ordinance; which I mention 
not as new acts of boldneſſe, which now we can be at leaſure 
to declame or wonder at, but to juſtiſie the calumniated Sons 
of this Church, who were for a long time offered up maliti- 
oufly to the Peoples batred and fury, firlt as illegal uſurpers, 
and adders to Law, then as Popi/oly affected, and the patterne 
of Queue Elizabeths time vouched to the confirming of this 
their Charge, and the Frection of her very Picture in ſome 
Churches, and ſolemnization of a day for her annual rememe 
brance, (by thoſe who will not now allow any Saint, or even 
Chrift himſelfe the like favozy ) deſigi d to wpbray'd thoſe 
wayes and reprove thoſe thoughts. It ſeemeth no *cisa ſeaſon 
for theſe men to traverſe the ſcene, to put off diſguiſes, aud pro, 
feſſe openly & confidently, what till now they have been care» 
tull to conceale, that their garniſbing the Jepuichre of Purenc 
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Elizabeth was ho argument that they were cordially of her 
Religion, or meant kindne ſſe ſincerely to the Quęene Elizaberhs 
Reformation. Some ſeedes we know there were of the pre- 
ſcar practices tranſmitted bither from our Neighbour Diſcipli- 
»4rians in the dayes of Qæ· Elizabeth, and ſome high attempts 
in private zcale in Hacker, and Coppinger, and Arthington, at 
one time, which when God ſuffered not to proſper, it was 
the wiledome of others to call pbrenſe and madneſſe in thoſe 
undertakers. And generally that is the difference of fate be- 
tweene wickedneſle proſpering and wiſcarrying, the one paſſeth 
for Pieiy, the other for Fury. I ſhall now not affirme,(or judge 
my Brethren) but meekly aske this Pueſtion, and leave every 
mans owne Conſcience to anſwer not me, but) himſelte 
in it ſincerely, and without partiality, whether it he had lived 
in the dayes ot 2, Elizabeth, and had had his preſent per- 
ſwaſions about him, and the ſame encouragements and grounds 
of hope, that he might proſper and goe through with his de- 
ſignes, he would not then in the matter of Religion have done 
juſt the ſame, which now he hath given his Vote, and taken up 
Armes to doe. If he ſay, out ofthe uprightneſle of his heart, 
he would nct, I ſhall then oncly aske why it is done now, what 
ill planet hath made that poyſon now, which was then wholſome 
food, why A. Elizaberh's Statutes ſhould. be now repealed, 
which were then ſo /andable ? If any intet venient provoca- 
tion, or any thing elſe etrinſecal to the matter it ſelfe have 
made this change now neceſſary, this will be great injuſtice in 
the Actors. Or if the examples of ſeverity. in her dayes, (the 
hanging of Coppinand Thacker, eAn.1583. at S* Edmunds- 
bury, tor Publiſhing Browne booke, (faith Cambaen) which 
(ſaith Stow) p. 1174. was written againſt the Common Prayer 
Books) might then reſtraine thoſe that were contrary-mind= 
ed, I know norcafon why the Lawes by which that was done, 
ſhouldnot ſtill continue to reſtraine; or at leaſt why Confci- 
ence ſhould not be as powerfull, as Feare. From all this 1 ſhall 
now take confidence to conclude, that were there not many 
earlier teſtimonies to confirme it, this one Ordinence would 
convince the moſt ſeducible miſtaker of theſe tw ſad re 
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T. That the prefervation of Lames, fo long and fo Ipeci - 8 49+ 
oully inſiſted on was but an artifice of deſigne to gaine ſo much 
either of authority to their Perſons , or of power and force into 
their hanas, 28 . enable them to ſubvert and aboliſh the 
2 


molt wholefome Lawes of the Kingdome, and in the meane 
time to accuſe others falſely of that, which it was not their 
innocence, but their d5/cretion , not their want of will, but of 
oportwnity, that they were not realy, and truly, and perfectly 
guilty of themſelves, that ſo they may moſt compleatly owne 
and obſerve the principles by which they move, and tranſcribe 
that practice, which hath beene conſtantly uſed by the Preiby- 
teriant, ( whereſoever they have appear d) to pretend their 
care and z:ate to liberty, that by that meanes they may get into 
power (like e46/alowa paſſionate freind to juſtice, when he 
had an itch to be King; or hke Deioces in Herodotns, uri 
S dpygr id e nv, his ambition of Magiſtracy made him 
content tobe juſt) whichas ſoone as they attaine, they incloſe, 
and tyrannically make uſe of to the enthralting and enflaving 
all others; Even Lawes themſelves, the oneiy Jeunds and 
Bulwarke: of Liberty, which alone can ſecure it from ſervitude 
on one fide, and licentiouſneſſe on the other { which very licen- 
tiouſneſſe is the ſureſt way to ſervitude, the licentieuſneſſe of 
one implying the oppreſſton and capti vity of ſome other, and 
being it ſelfe in a juſt weighing of things the greateſt * ſlavery H 
as much as the mans owne unruly paſſions are greater Tyrants ** nend i- 
then Lawes, or lawfull Princes) are to be ſevelbd in their 9 
Jebu. mareb, to be accuſed and found at laſt the onely guilty 377, — 
things, and the ſame calamity deſigned to involve the pre- . Fi: ad 
tended Enemies of Lawes and the Lawes themſelves. Pohearp Igra- 
The ſecond truth that this unhappy Ordinauce hath taught i 44 ſerpta. 
us, is that which awhileagoe had been a Revelation of a Myſte- 5 30. 
ry indeed, which would without any other auxiliary have in- 
fallibly quencht this flame (which now like another «Erna 
and YVeſnviw is gotten into the bowells of this Kingdome, and 
is there likely to rage for ever, if it be not aſſwaged from Hea« 
ven, or determin'd through want of matter, by having devou- 
red all that is combuſtible) but now is a petty vulgar ob/erva- 
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tion, that hath no influence or impreſſion on any man, and 
therefore I ſcarce now thinke it worthy therepeating; and yet 
to conclude this period fairly, I ſhall; tis onely this, That the 
framers of this Ordinance, that have ſo long fought for the 
defence of the eflabliſht Proteſtant Religion, will not now have 
Peace, unlefle they may be allowed liberty to caſt off and re- 
peale every of thoſe Statutes, that of the ſecond and third of 
Edward the fixth, that of the fifth and jixth of the ſame King, 
that of the firſt of D mugen Elizabeth, that of the fifth, that of the 
#ighth of the ſame Qucene, (though not all at once, yet as farre 
as concernes the matter in hand, by which you may be aſſu- 
red, that the fragments of thoſe Statutes which remaine yet un- 
aboliſhed, are but teſerved for ſome other opertunity, as ready 
for a ſecond and third /acrsfice, as thus much of them was for 
this by which the Proteſtant Religion ſtands eſtabliſhed in 
this Kingdome,and in which the whole worke of Reformation 
is conſummate. And all this upon no higher pretence of Rea- 
fon, then onely a Reſelution to doe ſo, a not being adviſed by 
their Divine to the contrary, and (ro countenance the weak- 
neſſe of thole two motivet) a proofeleſſe ſcandalous mention, or 
bare naming of manifold inconveniencies, which might as rea- 
ſonably be made the Excuſe of Robbing and Murtbering and 
D amning. (as farre as an Ordinance would reach) all men but 
themſclves, as of aboliſting this Liturgie. Lord lay not tha 
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ne Preface to the Directory, being the Oratour to 


perſwade all men to be content with this grand 
and ſuddaine change, to lay downe with patience 
and zquanimity, all their right which they had in 
the venerable Liturgy of the Church of England, 
and account themſelves richly rewarded, for doing ſo , by this 
new framed Directory, begins ſpeciouſly enough, by ſeeming 
ro lay downe the onely reaſons, why our Anceſtors a hundred 
' geares agoe, at the firſt Reformation of Religion, were not onely 
content, but rejeyced al/o in the Booke of Common: Prayer, at 
that time ſet fron But theſe reaſons are ſet downe with (ome 
partiality, there being ſome other more weighty grounds of 
the Reformers framing,and others rejoycing in that Boote, then 
thoſe negative ones which that preface mentions, viz. the per- 
fect reformation wrought upon the former Litzrgy, the per- 
fect conformity of it — „and compoſure out of the Word of 
god, the excellent orders preſcribed, and benefit to be reaped: 
rom the uſe of that Booke, and the »o manner of real objet;= 
on, Or exception of any weight againſt it; All which it they had 
beene mentioned, as in all juſtice they ought, (eſpecially when. 
you report not your 'owne judgements of it, but tbe judge- 
ments of thoſe rejoycers of that age, who have left upon record 
thoſe reaſons of their rejoycing) this Preface had ſoone beene 
ended, or elſe proved in that firſt part, an anſwer or confuta- 
tion of all that followes. But tis the manner of men now a- 
daies, to conceale all that may not tend to their advantage to 
be taken notice of, (a practice reproached by honeſt ¶ icero, in 
his bookes of offices of life, in the ſtory of the Alexandrian 
fhip-man, that went to releive Rhodes, and out going the reſt 
of his fellowes, fold his Corne at ſo much more gaine, by that 
infamous artifice , though not of „ing. yet of concealing the 
| I 3 mention 
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mention of the Fleet that was coming after) and to cur off 
the /ocks of that Sampſox whom they meane to bind, pare and 
circumciſe the clawes of that creature they are to combate 
with; I meane to ſet out that cauſe, and thoſe argaments at the 
weakeſt , to which they are to give lxtstaRtion. And yet by 
the way, I muſt confefſe, that even thele weake arguments 
which they have named, are to me ot ſome moment, as firſt , 
The vedreſſe' of many things, which were vaine, erroneoms,ſus 
perſtitious and Idolatrous, which argues that all is not now in- 
volv'd under any of thoſe titles, nor conſequently to be 20. 
lifot but further reſerm d onely, 2. That they which did this, 
were »i/e and pions, which they that were, would never ti ke 
ines to purge that which was all droſſe, their wi/edowe would 
ave helpt them to diſcerne that it was ſo, and their piery oblige 
them to reject it altogether, and not to ſave one hoofe, when all 
was due to the common ſlaughter, 3. That many godly and 
learned men rejoyced much in the Liturgy, which argues that all 
was not to be deteſted, unleſſe either theſe men now be ſome- 
what higher then Godly or Learned, of that middle fort of ra- 
tionalls, that Tamblichus out of Axiſtetle ſpeakes ot, betwixt 
God and Man; the , Hua, or unle ſſe it be conteſt that 
wany Godly and Learned men may be mittaken in a matter 
of this moment , and then theſe may be alſo miſtaken at this 

nine. F | 
Having therefore made uſe of that artifice, mention'd ſome 
generall flight grounds of mens approving and rejoxcing in the 
new formed Liturgy, the Compoſers of that preface, 1 meane 
ſpeedily ro weigh them downe, with a heape of contrary ſad 
matter, and then to laave it to the Reader's judgement, whe- 
ther they are not his freinds, thus to diſabuſe him, and bis filly 
good-natur'd anceſtors, that were thus ſſightly flatter'd into a 
good opinion of an inconvenient, if not miſeheivous Liturgy. 
Great haſt is therefore made, and ſome arts and preparaticns 
uſed, to worke upon the affeFion more then judgement of the 
Reader, and this is done by that Rhetoricall patheticke ſtroke 
P Howbeit', long and ſad experience hath made it manifeſt | 
Words of ſome conſideration and efficacy, but that they have 
5 | one 
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one weak part in them, an in firmity that this age is very ſubject 
to, that ot cauſeleſſe and groundleſſe ga/nmny, For how long 
ſoever, and to murmurers, and paſſionate lovers of newes and 
change , how irkſome and tedious ſoever the experience of 
this Lituręy hath been, tis notoriouſly certain that it hath not 
beene fad, fave onely again to thoſe eva eye but on the other 
fide,a continu ill floate and tide of joy to all true E»gliſs men, to 
ſee and obſerve the proſperity and flouriſhing of this Church, 
in a perpetuall ſwelling and growth,ever ſince the eſtabliſhing 
of that Proteſtant Liturgy and Religion together among us; till 
at laſt (about the time when this vaſt calamity brake in upon 
us) it was growen to ſuch an height, as was certainly never 
heard of ( or by Enemies themſelves affirmed at any other 
time to have beene ) in this Kingdome, or (were it not a little 
like S aaſt ing, to which yet you have conſtrein'd u, I ſhould 
adde) in any other part ot Europe alſo for theſe many hun- 
dred yeares. | 
But what is it that this ſo falſely ſuppoſed ſad experience 
hath made manifeſt? Why. that the Liturgy uſed in the-(hurch 
of England (m1withſtanding the paines and Religions intention: 
of the Compilers of it] hath prov d an offence, not enely to many 
of the Godly at home, but alſo to the Reformed Churches abroad, 
In which words we ſhall not take advantage of the Con- 
feſſion of the Religious intentions of the Compilers of our Li. 
turgy, which ſignifies the offence here ſpoken of in their no- 
tion of it to be acceptum, nen datum, takgn when it was not 
given; nor 2. Oppote thoſe religious intentions to the irreligi- 
ous miſtakes of others, and accuſations of thoſe things which: 
were ſo religiosſly intended; nor 3". Compare the reputati- 
ons of thoſe Perſons which compiled that Liturgy, whether in 
King Edwards ( Cranmer, Ridly, Y. Mariyr) or in Qu. Eli- 
zabeths dayes (Parker, Grindall, Horne, Whitehead, & c.) 
with the Members of this Aſſembly, much lefle the intentions 
of them, which in the mouth of Enemies is acknowledged re- 
Agio, with the intentions of theſe, which if we may mea 
ſure by their more viſible enterprizes., and the Cavenert in 


which they have «ſociated contrary to all Lawes of God and 


men. 
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men, we ſhall have ry rom to ſuſpect nor guilty of overs 
much Religion, or good purpoſe to the government of this 
Kingdomez nor 4. confrontthe number of thoſe that are here 
conteſt to be pleaſed and benefited, againſt thoſe others that 
arefaid tobe offended, which were argument enough for that 
which is eſtabliſbed, that conſidering tbe danger of change, it 
ought in all reaſon rather to ſtand to pleaſe one ſort, and bene- 
fit them ſtill, then to be pull'd down to comply with the other. 
But we ſhall confine our ſelves to that which the ob jectours 
principally defigned as a firff reaſon for which our Liturgy 
mult be deſtroyed, becasſe, torſooth, lay they, it hath prov'd an 
offence, & c. For the thorough examining of which reaſon, it 
will be neceſſary to enquire into theſe three things, 1. What 
they meane by offence, 2. What truth there is in the aſſertion, 
that che Litargy bath prov d ſo to the Godly at home, and to the 
Reformed Churches abroad; 3. How farre that might be a rea» 
ſon of deffroying that which proves an offence. -. 

S 4. For the 255 the word Offence is an equivocall miſtaken 
word, and by that meanes is many times a title of a charge or 
accuſation, when there is no reall crime under it; For ſome- 
times in our Engl;fp language eſpecially, it is taken for that 
which any body is diſpleaſed or angry at, and then if the thing 
be not ill in it ſelfe , that anger is a cauſeleſſe anger, which he 
that is guilty of, muſt know to be a inne, and humble himſelte 
before God for it, and fall into itno more, and then there need 
no more be ſaid of ſuch offences, but that he that is or hath been 
angry at the Zitwrgy, mult prove the Liturgy to be really ill, 
(which it it could be done here, the matter of Offence would 
never have been charged on it, for that is ſet to ſupply the place 
of a greater accuſation) or elſe confeſſe himſelfe, or thoſe o- 
thers ſo offended, to have ſinned by ſuch anger. But then 2. If 
we may gueſſe of the meaning of the word by the reaſon 
which is brought to prove the charge [ For not to peake, & c.] 
it is ſet here to fignifie, 1. The burthen of reading all the Prayo 
ert; 2. The many «nprofitable burthenſome ¶ eremoniet, which 

il! hath eccafion' d miſcheife by diſquieting the Conſciences of thoſe 

| that could not yeild to them, and by depriving them of the or di- 
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ances of God, which they might not enjoy without conforming or 
ſubſeribing to thoſe Ceremonies. To proceed then to the ſecond 
thing, what truth there is in this Aﬀertion, and view it in the 
leveralls of the proofe. 


For the firſt of theſe, the hurt hen of reading the Prayers; if 8 5, 


they were enough to prove the Liturgy offenſive, all Chriſtian 
vertues would be involv'd in that charge, becauſe they have all 
ſome burt hen and difficulty in them, and for this particular, ſee- 
ing we ſpeake to Chriſtians, we might hope that the Service 
would not paſſe for a b«rthen to the Godly (who are here na- 
med) s.e. to minds truly devour, if it were longer then it is; 
and that it may not doe fo, I am ſure it is very prudently fra- 
med with as much variety, and as moderate length of each 
part, as could be imagined, and ſure he that (hall compare the 
practices, will find the bwrthen and length both to Minſter and 
People to be as great, dy obſerving the preſcriptions in the Di- 
refory,in the ſhorteſt manner, as this that our Lirwrgy bath de- 
figned. 3. For the many unproſitable bur thenſame Ceremonies. 
Every of thoſe Epithets is a calawmny; for i. They are not ma- 
ny, To the People I am fare, For kneeling and ftanding, which 
are the onely Ceremonies inthe daily Service , will not make 
up that number (and for thereſt, there is but a ſuperaddition of 
ſomeone in each Service.) As for ſitting bare, if reaſon it ſelfe 
will not preſcribe that civility to be paid to God in the Houſe 
of God, {where without any poſitive precept, Facob put off his 
ſnoves from hu feet ) neither doth our Liturgy preſcribe it. 
a: They are not w#proficable, but each of them tending to ad- 
vance the buſineſſe to which they are annext, kneeling to in- 
creaſe our bumility, and joyne the body with the ſeule in that 
duty of adoration. ftlanding to elevate and againe to joyne with 
theſowle in (onfeſſion of God and Thaxks/geving , and the reſt 
proportion d tothe buſineſſe in hand; and 3. It nor many, not 
unprofitable, then not butthenſome alſo. As for the diſquiet: 


ing the Conſciences of many godly Miniſters and People, who , 
could not yeild to the Ceremonies; I anſwer , that by what 


hath formerly beene ſaid, and the no · objection in this Dire- 
Cory againſt any ſuch , it appeares that there. is no Ceremonie 
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inted in our Lerwrgy which is 5 or smpertiment to 
2 to which it is annext, — 1 25 in it ſelfe anlam. 
full. And then for mens Conſcionces to be diſquieted , it argues 
that they have not, in that manner, as they ought, deſired 5nfor- 
mation; as for Mimfters, we know that all that have beene 
received into that Order, have voluntarily ſ#b/eribed to them, 
and conſequentiy have receded from their owne ſubſcription, 
if they have after refuſed to conſorme. And we deſire to know 
what tender refpeR will be had to the Conſciences of thoſe, 
who ſhall ſubmit to your Directory, and afterward refuſe to 
conformeunto it. I am ſure the denuntiations which we have 
heard of againſt the diſſewrivg Bretbren, about the matter of 
Jariſaiction and Cenſures (and now lately concerning the de- 
pravers of your Directory) have been none of the mildeſt, al- 
though thoſe are your owne fellow⸗ Members, that have aſſi- 
ſted you as affectionately in the grand Cauſe as any, and never 
made themſelves lyable to your ſeverity, by having once con- 
formed to ycu in thoſe particulars. And fo 3. For depri- 
ving them of the ordinances of God, ce. ĩt that were the pum/ho 
ment appointed for the oh ſfinate and refraFory, tis no more- 
then the Lawes of the Land appointed for their Portion, and in 
that ſure not without any example in Soriprare and Apeſtolicall 
practice, who appointed fuch perverſe Perſons to be avoided,. 
which is a cenſure as high as any hath beene here on ſuch infli- 
Red. What Ordinances they were of which fach men were 
deprived, J conceive is ſpecified by the next words, that ſun- 
dry good Chriſtians have beene by meanes thereof kept from the 
Lord's Tabte, which maſt needsreferre to thoſe that would: 
not kueele there, and why that ſhould be fo unreaſonable, when 
the very Directory layes the matter fo, that none ſhall receive 
with them wha doe not t, there will be little ground, unle ſſe 
it be that no poſture in the Service of God can be offenſive,but 
onely that of kneeling, which indeed hath had the very ill luck 
by Socimu, in his Tract De (ana Domini, to be turn d out of 
the Church as Idololatricall (with whom to affirme the ſame 
will be as greata complyance , as kneeling can be with the Pas» 
piſts.) And by theie as [uperſtitione at leaſt, I kiow not or 
8 waac 
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what guilt, except that of coo much bumility, as being in M. 
eArcher his Divinity,asbefore I intimated, a becraying of one 
ol the greateſt comforts in the Sacrament, the fitting fellow 
K mgs with Chriſt in hu earthy Kingdome, confeſſing thereby 
that ſome mens hearts are ſo ſet on that earthy Kingdome, that 
the hope of an Heavenly Kingdom, will not yeild them 
comfort, unleſſe they may have that other in the way to it; 
and withall telling us, that he and his Compeercs are thoſe 
men. 

Having ſurvey'd theſe ſeveralle, and ſhewed how unjultly 
the charge of Offence is laid on the Liturgy, and bow little tis 
prov'd by theſe reaſon:,] (hall onely adde, that the propoſition 
pretended to be thus proved by theſe particulars, is much lar- 
ger then the proofes can be imagined to extend. For part of 
the propoſition was, that the Liturgy was offence to the Refor- 
med (hurches abroad; To which the CL For } is immediately 
annext, as if it introduced ſome proofe of that alſo. But tis ap- 
parent, that the proofes ſpeciſied interre not that, for neither 
the burthen of reading is Offence to them, nor are their ( onſci- 
ences diſquieted. nor they deprived of Goat ordinances by that 
weanes., In which reſpect tis neceſſary for us to conclude, that 
the word O fence, as applyed to them, is taken in that other no- 
tion, that they are dip leaſed and angry at it. To which we 
then muſt auſwer, that although there is no guilt inferred 
from the undergoing this fate of being diſtiked by ſome, but 
rather that it is to be deemed an ill indication to be Poke» wel 
of by all, yet have we never heard of any Forreigne Church 
which bath expreſt any ſuch offence ; the utmoſt that can be 
ſaid, is (and yet not ſo much as that is here ſuggeſted ) that 
ſome particular men have expreſt ſuch diſlike ; to whom we 
could eaſily oppoſe thejuigement of others more eminent as 
mong them who have largely expreſt their approbation of it. 


And 'tis obſervable, that Calvin himſelte, when from Frank- rreukl. of 
fert he had received an edious malitiom account of many par. Fran ty. 35. 
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ticulars in our Liturgy (as any will acknowledge that ſhall &. 


compare the report then made, with whathe finds) though 
he were ſo farre tranſported as to call them inepias, . 
K 2 addes 
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addes the Epithet of tolerabiles, that though ſuch , they were 
yer tolerable. And therefore 

In the third place, I may now conclude, that if all that is 
thus affirm d cv prove the Offence in the Lit»rgy, uſed in the 
Church of England, (were (atter all this evidence of the con- 
trary)ſuppoſed true, yet is it no argument to inferre the juſt ice 
of the preſent deſigne which is not refeyming , but abolsſhing 
both of that and all other Litargy. Were there Offence in the 
length of the Service, that length might bereform'd, and yet 
Liturgy remaine ; were there off:nce in the Ceremonies, or 
miſcheife in the puniſhing them that have not conformed, thoſe 
Ceremonies might be left free, that Conformity be not thus 
preſt, and ſtill. Liturgy be preſerved inviolate. As for the For- 
reigne Churches, 1, 1 ſhall demand, whether onely ſome are 
thus offended, or 4d. Not all, for ſome of the wiſelt in theſe 
Churches have commended it; and if ſome only, then it ſeemes 
others are not offended, and why muſt we be ſo partiall, as to 
offend and diſpᷣleaſe ſome, that we may eſcape the offending 
others? not ſure becauſe we more eſteeme the judgements of 
the latter, for by the Apoſtles rule the weaker men are, the 
more care mult be taken, that they be not offended, 2, I ſhall 
ſappoſe that their Liturgy, or their having none at all, may 
poſſibly offend us, and then demand why they ſhall not be as 
much obliged to change for the ſatisfying of us. as we of them? 
I am aſhamed to preſſe this illogicall diſcourſe too farre, which 


. ſure never. foreſaw ſuch examination, being meant onely to 


give the People a formall ſpeeicus ſhew for what is done, a 
beape of popular Arguments, which have of late gotten away 
all che cuſtome from Demonſtrations, and then, Si populus vult 
decipi, decipiatur, if the tame Creature will thus be taken, any 
fallacy, or Topicke doth as well for the turne, as if Eaclid had 
demonſtrated it. | 

In purſuit of this popular Argument it followes, that by thy 
meares,s e. of rhe Liturgy, divers able and faithfall ( Miniſters 
were debarred from the exerciſe of their Miniſtry , aud ſpoiled of 
their livelyhood to the undoing of them and their Families. To 
Which I awſwer 1. That if chis be true, it is very ſtrange * 
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ſo few of this preſent Aſſembly were'of that number. For of 
them I may ſurely ſay mavy, very many in proportion, were 
not debarred of the exerciſe of their Miniſtry,were not deſpey- 
led of their livelyhood, &c. And it any one was, which I pro- 
feſſe I know not, I beleeve it will be found, that the ſtaudixg 
Liturgie brought not thoſe inflictions upon him. The con- 
cluſion ttom hence will be, that either theſe preſent Aſſem- 
blers concurred not in judgement with thoſe many able and 
Faithfull Miniſters, (and then why doe they now bring their 
Arguments from them, whoſe judgement they did not ap- 
prove and follow?) or elſe that they were not ſo valiant, as to 
appeare when ſuft-rings expected them, or elſe that they had 
a very happy Rain bow hanging over their heads to avert from 
them that common ſtor me. But then 2". It might be conſider- 
ed, whether thoſe mentioned penalties have not been /egally, 
and by act of Parliament, in flicted on thoſe who ſuffer d under 
them, and then whether that will be ground ſufficient to a- 
liſb a Law, becauſe by force thereof ſome men that offended 
* againſt it have bcene puniſhed. 3”, Whether ſome men did 
not chooſe non conformitie as the moreinſtrumentall to the exet- 
Ciſe of their Misiſtry, changing one Pariſe for the whole Dio- 
ceſſe, and Preaching oftner in private Families, then any other 
did in the Churcb, and withall, whether this had not the en- 
couragement of being the more gainful trade, of bringing 
in larger Penſiont, then formerly they had receiv'd Tithes. 
4”. Whether the puni/bments inflicted on ſuch , have not 
generally been inferiour to the rigeur of the Statute, and not 
executed on any who have not been very unpeaceabie, and then 
whether unpeaceable perſons would not go neare to fall un- 
der ſome mulcts. what ever the Forme of Government, what 
ever the Church Service were, none having the promiſe of 
inheriting Tw yiv, the Land of { auaan, an happy profperous 
life in this world, but they whoſe meckeneſſe and obedience to 
Lawes have given them a claime to that priviledge. 5”, Whe- 
ther the number of thoſe, who by Ordinances have lately been 
{9 debarred of the exerciſe their Miniſtry, and ſpoyled of their 
livelyhood, have not beene farre greater then all the aasee. | 

| K 3 ; that 


89. 


(70) 


that ever the Lirmygy thus offended fince the Reformation. 


6”, Whether this Direforie, ſhould it be eſtabliſnt, would 
not be ſo impeſed, that they which obey it not, ſhall be ſubject 
to the ſe or the like penalticl. 

'Tis added in the next place to raife the cry, and enereaſe 
the Odium, and to involve the Prelates and the Liturgie in the 
{ame calamity, (tor otherwiſe what bath the Prelates lalour- 
ing, ec. to do with the Liturgie) That the Prelates and their 
Faction have laboured to raiſe the eftimation of the Liturgie to 
ſuch an height, as if there were no other worſbip, or way of wore 
ſhip of God among ut, but onely the Service- hoolę, to the great 
hindrance of the Preaching the word, To which I anſwer, 1, 
That this or any other action of the Prelates, if ſuppoled never 
ſo true, and never ſo extravagant, is wholly extrin/ecall and 
impertinent to the buſineſſe of the Liturgy, and the more . 


pertinent, by how much the more extravagant, ſuch actions 


being eaſily coerced, and reduced by and according to the r»/e, 
and ſuch unreaſonable enhaunſments ſeparable, with« ut any 
wound or violence to the Litorgie. Give the Liturgie its due, 
not irs aſurped eſtimation, and we are all agreed, 2. 'Tis here 
acknowledged that this was but /abowred, not affirmed that it 
was effe ted, and then this ſure is too heavy a doom on the Li- 
turgie, for that their /abowring; we do not finde that Saint Paul 
was ſtroke dead, like Herod, becauic the Lycaonians meant and 
labowred to do ſacrifice unto him. Act. 14.16. But then 3 he that 
ſhall confider who they are which malte this oh jection, will 
{are never be moved by it. For certainely they that have for- 
merly ſet the prime ot their wits and eudeayours to vilify and 
defame the Litur gi; and now that they think they have pow - 
er, have abſolutely aboliſbt it, will go neer to be partiall when 
they are to judge of the duc ſt mation of it; they that declaime 
at Figo for advancing it, will they be juſt and take notice of 
their owne contempts, which enforced the Biſhops thus to reſ. 
cue and vindicate it? I ſhall not expect it from them, nor, till 
then, that they will deliver any more then popular fhewes of 
truth in this matter. For 4. the Prelares have not raiſed the 
book to an bigbrroftimation thenthe Law bath raiſed it, that is 

that 
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that it may be obſerved ſo as may moſt tend to edification, nor 


doe we now dclire any greater height of value for it, then you 

for the Directorie, I ſhall adde, nor ſo great neither, for we do 

not exclude all other as an full, as you have done, and then I 
am confident God will not lay that” charge on us, which you. 
do on the Prelates, nor any man that ſhall conſider how diffe- 

rent our Tiles are, though our claimes not proportion'd tothe. 

A peice of modefty and moderation which we challenge you to 
tranſcribe from us. 50. All this all this while is a meere (. 
Inmny, it by the Service Books is meant the w/c of the Prayers 
in the Liturgie, tor no Prelate ever affirm'd, or is knowne to 
have thought, that there is a other way of worſhip of Cod, but 
that among us, But then 6”, We adde that this way of pab- 
licke prayer by ſet Forme, the onely one eſtabliſht by Law, 
(and ſo ſure to be eſteem d by us before any other) is alſo in 
many reſpects the moſt convenient for Pwblicke worſpip, of 
which atfirmation we ſhall offer you no other prooſe or teſtis 
mony, then what Mi Calvin, whom before we named, hath 
given us in hs Epiſtle to the Protector, in theſe words, Quo 
ad formulam, &c. As for Forme of Prayers, and Eccleſraſti- 

cal Rutes , I very much approve, that it be ſet or certaine , 


From which it may not be io for the Paſtors in their FantGiow 
to depart, that ſo there may be proviſion made for the pmplicity 


and nn:killfullneſſe of ſome, and that the conſent of all the Chur 
ches among themſelves may more certainely * 0 4 and laftly 
alſe, that the extravagant leuity of ſame, who affet noveltier,. 
may be prevented. wis my conjecture, that at firſt 
I interpoſed, that the men that had here impoſed upon their 
fello wes lo farre, as to conclude the abolition of Liturgie neceſ= 
ſary, were thoſe that undertooke to reforme Geneva as well as 
England, to chaſtiſe Cealvins eſtimation of it, as well as that 


of our Prelates. T 

As for that pompous aloſe, that thu bath beene: to the great 
hindrance of the Preaching of the Word, and to the juſtling it out 
as unneceſſary, or at beſt inferiour to the reading of Common- 
Prayer. I anſwer, 1. That the Licwrgy, or the jf efis 


| 2 
of ut, is perfectiy uncapable of this charge, it „ 
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from hindring, that it requires the Preaching of the Word, aſ- 
ſignes the place where the Sermon ſhall come in, hath Prayers 
for a bleſſing upon it. 2. That if any where Sermons have been 
negleRed, it hath not been through any default either of the 
length or eſtimation of the Liturgie, for theſe two, it Faction 
and Schiſme did not ſet them at eddes, would very freindly 
and peaceably d well together, and each tend much to the pro- 
ficiency and gaine which might ariſe from either; Praters 
would prepare us to heare as we ought, i. e. to practice alſo; 
and Sermons might incite and ſtitre up the languiſhing devos 
tion, and enliven and animate it with zrale and fervencie in 
Praier. And conſtantly the more we eſteemed the Ordinance, 
and ſect our ſelves to the diſcharge of the dutie of Praier, the 
more ſhould we profit by Sermons which were thus received 
into an honeſt heart thus fitted, and made capable of impreſſion 
by Prater, Theſe two may therefore live like Abraham and 
Lot, and why ſhould there be any wrangling or controverſie be- 
twixt thy Heards. men and my Heards men? But ſeeing it is 
made a ſeaſon of complaining, I a»ſwer 3. Ihat it is on the 
other fide molt notorious, that in many places the Sermon hath 
juſtled out the Common Praiers, and upon ſuch. a provoca- 
tion, (and onely to prevent the like partiality or oppreſſion) it 
may be juſt ſo farre now to adde, that as long as the Liturgie 
continues in it's legall poſſeſſion in this Church, there is no 
other /egall way (as that ſignifies, commanded by Law) of the 
publicke worſhip of God among ut, and although that voluntary 
Praier of the Miniſter before Sermon when it is uſed, is a part 
of the worfip of God, (as all Praier is) yet is it not preſcribed 
by the Law, nor conſequently can it without uſurpation cut 
ſhort or take away any part of that time which is by that allign- 
ed to the Liturgie; the free. will offerings, though permitted 
muſt not ſupplant the dayly preſcribed oblations, the Corban 
muſt not excuſe the not honouring of Parents, the cuffomrs 
which are #o/erated, mult notevacuzte or ſuperſede the preceprs 
of the Church. As for Sermons, which in this period ſeeme 
the onely thing that is here oppoſed to Liturgie; I hope they 
do not undertake to he as eminent a part of the ve of God 
10 among 
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among us as Prayer. If they doe, I muſt leſſe blame the poore 
ignorant People, that when they have heard a Sermon or two 
thinke they bave ſerved God forall that day or weeke, nor the 
generality of thoſe ſeduced ones, who place ſo great a part of 
Pietie in hearing, and think ſo much the more comfortably of 
themſelves from the number of the houres ſpent in that Exer- 
ciſe, which hath of late beene the only buſine ſſe ot the Church, 
(which was by God inttild 2 How/e of Prayer) and the 
Liturgie at moſt uſed but as Aliſetꝭ toentertaine the Auditors 
till the Actors be attired, and the Seates be full, and it be time 
for the Scene to enter. This if it were true, would avow and 
juſtiſie that plea in the Goſpell, [Lord open wnto ws, for thou 
haſt tanght in our ſtreeti ] i. e. we have heard thee Preach 
among us. Which ſute Chriſt would not ſo have defamed 
with an [L/ will /ay unto them, goe you Curſed &c. ] if it had 
beene the prime part of his worſbip to be ſuch bearers; the con- 
{1Jeration of that place will give us a right notion of this bu- 
ſineſſe, and 'cis this, that hearing of Sermons, or what elſe ap- 
pointed by the Church for our inſfrutisr, is a duty of every 
Chriſtian preſcribed in order to practice or good life, to which 
knowledge is neceſſarily preparative, and ſo, like many others, 
act us imperatus, an att commanded by Religions but ſo farre 
from being it ſelfe an immediate or elicite act of worſhip pre- 
ciſely or abſtractly, as it is hearing, that unleſſe that propor- 
tionable practice attend it, tis but an aggravation and accu- 
mulation of our guilts, the 4/eſſrdneſſe not belonging to the 
hearing, but the [and [keeping the Word of God'] and the goe 
you Curſed, to none more then to thoſe, that heare and ſay, but 
doe not: and for the title of wor ſhip of God, whether outward 
or inward outwardly expreſt, oral Prayer certaintly and ado- 
ration of God is the thing to which that molt {pecially belongs, 
as may appeare, P[al.95.6.where that of worſbipping is attend- 
ed, with falling downe and kneeling before the Lord our maker. 
And even your Directory, though it ſpeake extreame high of 
Preaching the Word, yet doth not it flile it any part of God's 
worſhip, as it doth the reading the word of god in the Congreg a- 
tion, p . la. becauſe indeed our manner of Preaching i * an 
L mane 
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humane thing, and the word of man. This I ſheuld not here 


have faid, becauſe I would be ſure not to diſcourage any in 
the attending any Chriſtian duty ( and ſuch I acknow- 
ledge hearing to be, aud heartily exhort all my Fellow Labow- 
rer in their ſeverall Charges, to take beed to Doctrine, to re- 
proofe, to Exhortatio n, to be as frequent and diligent in it, as the 
wants of their Charges require of them; and my fellow. Chri- 
ftians alſo, that they give heed to ſound Doctrine, that they 
require the Law at the Preiſſ month, as of a meſſenger of the 
Lord of Hot, and againe to rake heed how they hears) but the 
au ννν,ji of improprietie of eech, that I fay no more, that 
is in this matter diſcernible in the words of the Directorie, and 
the conſequent dangers which experience hath forced us to 
obſerve in them, who place the worſpip of God eſpecially in 
hearing; have extorted thus much from us, which may be uſes 
full to giveus a due valuation of Sermon and Prayer, the for- 
mer as a duty of a Chriſtian, the latter a duty too, and an e/icite 
act, a prime ſpeciall part of worſtip alſo, 

And whereas tis added, that the Liturgie by many # made no 
better then an Idol, 1. That is a ſpecch of great canning, but 
withall of great ancharitableneſſei canning, in ſetting the words 
ſo cantiouſly thus, not an Idoll, but 5 better then ] (as 
they, that will rale, but would not pay for it, whoſe feare 
doth moderate the petulaney of their Sleene, and cove- 
reouſntſſe keepe them from letting any thing fall that the Lam 
may rake hold of, are wont to do) and yet withall ſignifying 
as odiouſly as if it had been made an Idol indeed. Whereas the 
plaine literall ſenſe of the words if it be taken, will be this, 
that an Idoll is not worſe then our Common- Prayer Booke is to 
many, or that it is aſed by many as ill as an Idol is wont to be 
uſed, which is then the moſt bitter peice of #ncharitab/encſſe, 
if not grounded on certaine knowledge, and that impoſſible to 
be had by others, as could be imagined. The truth is, this 
Director ie hath now proved that there is a true ſenſe of theſe 
words, the Compilers of which have demonſtrated themſelves 
to be thoſe many that have made our Liturgie no better thin an 
1del, have dealt wich it as the good Kings did with the abomi - 
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nations of the Heathens, brake it in peices, ground it to powder, 
and thremne the duſt of di into tb Brooke ; tor abolition is the 

plaine ſence for which that is the metaphore. Bur then 2. Tis 

pollible, the calme meaning of thoſe ediows words is no more 

then this, that many have given this an eſtimation higher then 

it deſerves. If any ſuch there be, I defire not to be their advo- 

cate, hiving to my task only the vindication of it's juſt efteeme; 

but yet cannot reſiſt the temptation which prompts me to re- 

turne to you, that ſome men as neare the go/dew meane as the 

Aſſembleris, have ſaid the like of Preaching , though not ex- 

prelt it in fo large a Declamatory figure; and I ſhall aske, 

whether you have not poſſibly given them ſeme occaſ- 

on to doe ſo (as great perbaps as hath beene given you to 
paſſe this ſentence on them) at lealt now confirmed them 

in ſo doing, by applying or appropriating ro the Preach- 
ing of the word ( in the Moderne notion ot it, and as in your Di. 
rectory it is diltinguiſht from reading of the Scripturet) the title 
which St Paul gives to the Gofþel of Chriſt, ſay ing, that it i 
the Power of God unto Salvation, and one of the greateſt and moſt 
excellent workes of the Miniſtry of the Goſpell, p.25. which for- 
mer clauſe of power of God. ec. though it it be moſt truly affir- 
med by S. Paul of their Preacking the Goſpel, and alſo truly 
applyed or accommodated to that Preaching or interpreting of 
Scripture-, which is the ipdorowen , the due application of 
the Scripture rule to particular caſes, yet is it not true in uni- 
verſum, ot all that is now adayescall'd Preaching , much of 
that kinde being v $axz7s, of a mortiferons poyſonous ſa- 
vour,not to them that periſb, but to the moſt Chriſtian audiro- 
ry it meets with; And that the railing of every Pulpit- Rab ſpas 
keh, the eating evil of Dignities, &c. ſhould be tiled the 

power of God to Salvation, I have little temptation to beleive, 
And whether the latter clauſe be true alfo, I reterre you to 8. 

Ang. Ep. 180. ad Honorat. where ſpeaking of damages that 

come to the people by the abſence of the Mini fer , and conſe 

quently of neceſſaria Aliniſteria, the ſpecial, uſeful! neceſſary 

acti of the Miniftry,he names the Sacraments, and receiving of 

Penitents, and giving of comfort to them, but mentions neither 
LY Praying 
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Praying nor Preaching in that — ſhall adde no more, but 


that ſome have on theſe, and the like grounds, beene tempted 
to ſay , that you Idolize Preaching, becauſe you attribute ſo 
much to any the worſt kind of that, above what others have 
conceived to be irs due proportion. And yet we hope you think 
not fit to aii Preaching on that ſuggeſtion, and conſequent- 
ly, that it will be as unjuſt to aboliſb Liturgy on the like, though 
it ſhould be prov'd a true one, this being clearely the fault of 
Alen, and not of Litwrgy, as that even now of the Lycaonjane 
and not of Paul, eſpecially when the many, which are affir- 
med to have thus offended by Idolizing the Litargy, are ſaid 
to be ignorant and ſuperſtitiouu, W hole faults, and errors,and im- 
prudencies, if they may prove matter ſufficient for ſuch a ſen- 
tence,may alſo rob us of all the træaſures we have, of our Si 
bles and Sonles alſo. For thus hath the Goſpel been uſed as a n 
eituus, or charme, and that is but Intle better then an Idol, 
and ſo have ſome perſons beene had in admiration, and'beleived 


as if they were infallible, and fo in a manner 1dv/izdalſo, and. 


that this ſhould be a capitall crime in them, that were thus ad- 
mired, would be a new peice of ſeverity, that few of Draco 
Lawes could parallel. 
The next charge (which is an appendant proofe of this) 
is that the People pleaſing themſelves in their preſence at that 
Service, and their Lip-labour , in bearing a part init, have 
thereby hardned themſelves in their ignorance , and careleſne ſſe 
of ſaving knowledge and true piety. To this I anſwer 1. That 
tis no tault to be ſo pleafed with preſence at that ſervice (the 
congregation of many Saints is to any a pleaſing company) and 
therefore if it were immediate to, and inſeparable from the Liv 
turgy, would not be a charge againſt it, nor in any probability 
hinder, but advance the deſire, and acquiſition of /aving knows 
ledge and trus piety, which is there propoſed, to all that are 
preſent at the Liturgy. But if the phraſe ſigniſie being pleaſed 
with the bare preſence, or the being preſent, and doing nothing 
of that they come for, as the Lip, labour ſeemes to denote the 
bard Iabour of the lip, and not joyning any zeale or intention 
of the heart, it is then but an xncharitable cenſure again, if it be 
not 
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not upon cerraive knowledge, and if it be, tis as incident to that 
order of the Direſtories propoſing, as to out Lirwrgy One may 
pleaſe himſelfe with a bare preſence at Sermon, & either ſleep it 
out, or thinke on ſome worldly matter; one may ſay all or moſt 
of the —_— Prayer after him, and figh and groane at every 
period, and {atisfy himſelte that this is a gallant worke of piety, 
but truly I would be un willing to be he that ſhould paſſe this 
cenſure on any, whoſe heart I did not know (for ſure it is not 
neceſſary that any man ſhould leave his heart at · home, when 
bis body is preſent, or employ it on ſome thing elſe, when his 
Lips are buſied either in our Liturgy or that Directory pray- 
er.) nor, it I did ſo, ſhould I thinke that the Directories order 
for worſhip ſhould be re jected for this fault of others, if there 
were nothing elſe to be ſaid againſt it. As for tbe Peoples bea- 
ring a part in the Service, which ſeems toreferre to the reſpons 
ſes, this hath had an account given of it already, 

Only in the whole period put together, this ſeems to be in- 
ſinuated, that the ſaving knowledge, and true piery, is no where 
to be had, but in theſe Sermons, which are not uſhered in with 
the Litwrgy;which we ſhall not wonder at them for affirming. 
who have a long time thus perſwaded the people, that all f- 
ving knowleage is to be had from them, and their complices , 
and blaſted all others for carnal men, of which many diſcrimi- 
native (baratters were formerly given, as knee/ing or pray- 
ing at the time of entrance into pue or palpit; but now it ſeems 
the «/e of the Liturgy ſupplies the place of all, as being in- 
compatible with ſaving knowledge and true piety, It this be 
true, that will be a very popular planfible argument I confeſſe, 
and therefore I ſhall oppoſe unto it, that which I hope will 
not paſſe for boaſt either with God or Angeli, that of the Ser- 
mons which have been Preacht fince the Reformation in this 
K ingdome, and commended to the Prefle and publicke view, 
very few were Preacht by thofe that excluded the Liturgy out 
of the Churches, and that ſince this Directery came into uſe , 
and ſo made a viſible diſcrimination among men, there hath 
beene as much ſaving knowledge, i.e. Orthodox doctrine, and 
exhortation to repentance, Prayer, Faith, Hope; and Tode of 
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God, Selfe-dewiall, ind readineſſe to take up the evoſſe, (duties 
toward God) and to.eAlegiance, Fuftice, Merty, Prac cable» 
meſſe, Meckeneſſe, Charity even to Enemies, (and the reſt of 
the duties taward man) to be heard in the Sermons of thoſe 
that retaine the Liturgy, and as much obeazence to thoſe obſer- 
vable in the lives of thoſe that frequent is, as is to be met with 
in the eipouſers of the Directory. If it be not thus, I confefie I 
ſhall bave little hope, that God will ſuffer ſuch 4 je well as the 
Litnrgy is, to continue any longer among us ſo anprofirably,and 
yet it men were guilty of this fault alſo,and the Liturgy of the 
unhappineſle of having none but ſuch Clients, yer would not 
this be ſufſicient authority for any men to eliſ it, any more 
then it will be juſt to 4avg bim who hath beene wnfortunate, or 
to make any mans iufelicity his guilt. I beſeech God to inflame 
all our hearts with that zeale,atrention, fervency, which u due 
to that attion of Prayer in our Liturgy, and that cheerful! obedi- 
euce to all that in tanght us out of hiz Word, and then I am ſure 
this argument or objection againſt our Liturgy will be anſwe- 

red, if as yet it be not. | 
The next objection is the Papilts boaſt, that out Books d 
complyance with them in a great part of their Service, and ſo 
that they were not 4 little confirm'd in their Superſtition and 
Idalatry, &c. Where | ſhall 1. demand, is there any Super- 
ſtition or Idolatry in that part of the Service wherein we thus 
comply with them? if ſo, tis more then a complyance with 
P apift, tis in it ſelfe a dow right damning (in; and if there 
be not, but all that is /dolatroxs or ſuperſtitiou in their Service 
is reform d in ours, then ſure this will be farre from confirming 
them in either of thoſe, if they depend any thing upon our 
judgements , or our complyance, 2. *Tis a little unreaſonable, 
that they. who will not beleive the Papifts in any thing elſe, 
ſhould beleive their boa againſt us, and thinke it an accuſation 
ſufficiently proved, becauſe they fay it; whereas this affir ma- 
tion of the Papifts,if it be theirs, (and not the Afſſemblers ra- 
ther impoſed upon them) is as greſſe ; though perhaps not as 
dangerous a falſity, as any one which the eAfſemblers have con» 
demn'd in them. For 3. The truth is notorious , that our 
|  RReformers 
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Reformereretain'd not any part of Popiſo Service, reformed 
their Breviary and Proceſſionall, and Maſſe-booke, as they did 
their Dotrine, retained nothing but what the Papiſts had 
received from purer Antiquity, and was as cleate from the 
true charge of Popery, as any period in either Prayer or Sermon 
in the Direforiezwhich argues our complyance with the axti- 
ext Church, and not with them; the very thing that J/a«ch 
C 4/a»bon (0admired in this Church of outs, the care antiqui- 
fie and purity, proclaiming every where in his Epiltles to all 
his freinds, that there was not any where elſe in the world the 
like to be found, nov ever hoped he to ſee it till he came into this 
Kingdome. And ſure there is no Solceci{me in this, that we 
being a Keformed Church, ſhould deſire ro have a Reformed 
Liturgie, which hath alwayes had ſuch a conſent and ſympathy 
with the Church, that it will not be a cauſcleſle feare, leſt the 
abolition of Liturgy as farre as God in judgement permits it to 
extend, (the jult puniſhment of them that have rejected it) 
be attended with the abolition of the Church in time, and even 
of Chriſtianitie alſo. * N 3 
As for the confirming of Papiſts in their Superſtition by this 
meanes, I — added whether it op — 20 
cuſation, vic. 1. Whether the rejecting that which the Papiſts 
have from antiquity, as well as what they have obtruded on, 
or ſuperadded to it, be a more likely meanes to winne them to 


heare us or reforme themſelves, then our retaining with them 


what they retane from Autiquity, i. e. Whether a Servant 
( much more whether a Brother) that is repre hended as much 
for his dligence, as for his ne gletti, for his good and faithful, 
as for his i and falſe ſervices, be more likely thereby to be 
enelined to mend his faults, then he that rs ſeaſonabiy and 
meekly reprov'd for his erg 5 onely f It was good ad- 
vice in that antient Epiſtle to Polycarpas, aſcribed to Saint Ig. 
mating, Ide Anus & wn Vauraary mec bene ſſe is the beſt 
meanes to bring downe the moſt peſtilent adverſary, and the re- 
ſemblance by which he expreſſes it as ſeaſonable, Tis naps 
oEvauts io xis rade, Fomentations are moſt proper te alay 
any exaiferation of humors, And tis Hippocrate's * 
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that the Phyſitian ſhonld never goe abroad without ſome wareys 
var, lexitives or mollifying applications about him; It ſeemes 
there was nothing ot to dayly approved uſe as thoſe. And that 
will ayow this method of complying with adverſaries, as farre 
as we may, to be a probable and a wiſe , as well as a Chriſtian 
courſe, to bring them from their Superſtition, and not to con- 
firme them in it. And another «/e there is wherein the Papiſt 
themſelves confeſſe this complyance was Politicke, to take all 
ſeruple out of the heads and hearts of the People of England, 
concerning the /awfulneſſe of this Reformation, (This is the 
opinion of the Papifts, expreſt in a Booke call'd Babel and e- 
ruſalem , or Monarcho-machia Proteftantiam , ſubſcribed by 
P. D. M. but conceived to be Patsſonr p. 314.) that they 
might conceive, that the Serwice and Religion ftill continued the 
ſame , but was tranſlated into Engliſh onely , for their bettey 
edification, and /o, ſaith he, it was indeed very politickly hand- 
led. 2. Whether that which drives away all Papifts trom all 
kind of communion or converſation with us, from all hearing of 
our Preaching or Doctrine, be more likely to worke them over 
to our fide, then that which permits them to come to our 
Churibes with us, For this is notoriouſly knowne, that as our 
Liturgie now is, and was framed in Q. Elizabeth dayes, the 
Papifi did for tenyeares together, at the beginning of her 
Reigne, come to hureh with us, and fo continued, till the 


. Popes excommunicating the Queue and our Nation, made it (0 


appeare wrlawful for them. And perhaps but appeare too, 
for an account might be given of this buſine ſſe, that it is no way 
unlawfull (by his owne principles} to a Papiſt, remaining 
thus, to come to our Churches, and be preſent at our Liturgie, 
and (if that be thought an ob je cłion or reproach againſt us, I (hall 
then adde) not onely to ours, but ta that Service which is 
performed according to the Directorie allo, the only difference 
being, that if both by them were conceiv'd /awfull (as by 
miltake, I beleeve, in them neither nov is)our Liturgie would 
be more likely to attract them, then the Direſterie; and this we 
conceive not ſuch a fault as to offer any excuſe for it, ( for it 
S. Pantby being « Few to the Few, could hope to gaine the Jer, 
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why ſhould not we (without being Papi to the Papiſtt, but 
onely Chriſtians in thoſe things where in they are ſo too) ex- 
pect to gain the Papiſt alſo ? For ſuppoſing this to be, as you 
call it, 4 complyauce with them, {ure twere a more probable 
gaining way, then todenounce enmitic to all, whom they ever 
converlt with; I mcane to the primitive Liturgies for no o- 
ther crime, but becauſc they made uſe of them. Who are beſt 
Diviners in this matter, they, or we, experience may perhaps 
hereafter prove. In the meane, I'cannot imagine, but Liturgy 
and moderation, and charity, may be able to bring in as faire a 
ſhole of Proſetytes, to convert as many Papiſts to us, or at [caſt 
to confirm Proteſtants, as an Ordinance for Sequeſtration of all 
their goods, and Halter, and a Directory will be able to doe, 
yea with an Ordinance for the Ordination of Miniſters by meer 
Prezbyters too, call'd into aſſiſt them, 

And whereas t is added in that ſame Section, that the Pa- 
piſtc were very much enconraged in that expeFtation, when upon 
the pretended warraxtableneſſe of impoſing of the former Cere- 
monies, new ones were daily obtruded upon the Church. 1. I de- 


mand on occaſion of that phraſe [ pretended warrantableneſſe of 


impoſing of Ceremonies. | May any Ceremonies be impoſed or 
no? if they may, then an act of Parliament may certainly doe it, 
and ſuch was that which confirm'd our Liturgy, and ſo the 
warrantablene ſſe not pretended , it not, why then doe you im- 
poſe entring the Aſſembly not irreverently. p. 10, and taking 
their p{aces without bowing I For that general, and that nega- 
tive is notation of ſome Ceremony, ik it have any ſence in it. 
The phraſc[ not irreverently] preſcribes ſome reverence , there 
being no middle between thoſe two, and conſequently the 
forbidding of the one be ing a preſcription of the other. For I 
ſhillaske, Is keeping on the hat «reverence at that time? If 
it be, then pulling it off, or not keeping of it on is a Re verence then 
required; And it this be walled be aying , that this is onely 


there directed. not commanded, | reply , that an Ordinance pre- 
fixt for the eſtabliſhing that direction, requiring that what is 
there directed, al be w/ed , amounts to a preſcription. The 
{ame may be ſaid of canfing the Man to tabę the Woman by = 
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right hand in Marriage, in the Directory, which is the preſeri- 
bing of a Ceremony, as much as if the Ring bad been appointed 
to beuſed there alſo, 2, I anſwer that we know not of any 
Ceremonies which have been obtruded or forced on any which 
the Law hath not commanded, (or if there had, this had been 
nothing to the Liturgy, nor conſequently to be fercht in as a 
part of a charge againit itz) That of bowing at the entrance into 
th: (hurch , is the molt likely to be the Ceremony here ſpoken 
of, and yet that is neither a new one (never by any Law or Ca- 
non turn d out at the Reformation , but onely not then impeſed 
under any command, and ſince diſuſed in ſome places) nor yet 
was it lately impoſed or obtruded on the Church, but on the o- 
ther (ide in the Canon of the laſt ſo hated Convoration, (which 
alone could be ſaid to deale with the Church in this matter) 
it was onely recommended, and explained, and vindicated from 
all miſtake , and then the practice of uſing of it left to every 
mans /iberty, with the caution of the Apoſtle, that they that 
uſe it ſhould not condemne them that uſe it not, nor they that uſe 

it not, judge them that uſe it. 3. That the warrantablene ſſe 
of impoſing the former Ceremonies was no meanes or occaſion 

of obtruding new daily, but rather an hedge to keep off ſuch o- 

truſion; for when it is reſolved by Law, that ſuch C eremonies 

thall be uſed, tis the implicite mation of that Law, that all 
other wncomme:ded are left free, and that, without authority, 

(as the word | daily] ſuppoſes the diſcourſe here to meane) 

no other can be ohtraded. For ſure tis not the quality of Law 
to ſteale in illegal preſſures, but to keepe them out rather, to 
define and limit our Liberty , not to ent hrall us, to ſet us bomndsy 
and rules of life, not to remove all ſuch, Eut then 4. That it 
may appeare of how many trutbes this period is compoſed 
(every one of them with che helpe of one ſyllable a [nor] ſer 
before the principal] verbe, able to become fuch) I ſhall adde 
that the very obtruſion of ſuch (eremonies, if they had beene 
obtruded, would never have encouraged a rationall Papiſt to 
expect our returne to them, but onely have ſignified that we 
meant by complying with them, as farre as it was lawfwll, to 
leave them without excule, it they did not doe ſo too, N 
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with us in what they might, and reſtore the Peace and Union 
of Chriſtendome by that meanes. This with any moderate Pa- 
piſt would moſt probably worke ſome good, and for the more 
ficry eſuited, I am confid:nt none were ever more mortally 
hated by them, then thoſe who were faveurers of the Ceremo- 
niet now mentioned, and for the truth of what I ſay, you are 
obliged to beleeve that paſſage in Romes Maſter piece, which 
you appointed to be ſet out, wherein the King,and the late Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, were by the Popiſh contrivers deſigned to 
flaughter as Perſons whom they deſpaired to gaine to them: but 
that any of the now Aſſemblers were ſo hated, or ſo feared, or 
thought ſo neceſſary to be taken out of the way, we have not 
yet heard, but are rather confident that if a pention of Rome, 
or a Carainalls cap, will keep them longer together to doe 
more ſuch work as this, ſo reproachfull to the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, they ſhould be ſo hired, rather then diſſolve too ſpeedily. 
In the next place, 'cis found out by experience, that the Li- 


turgy hath been a great meanei to make and encreaſe an idle and 


anediſying Miniſtry, which contented it ſelfe with [er forme: 
made to their hanas by, others without puting forth themſelves 
to exerciſe the gift of Prayer, To thisI anſwer, that thoſe 
Miniſters are not preſently proved to be idle and unedifying 
which have beene content to uſe the Litzrgy, I hope there 
may be other waics of labour, beſide that of extemporary prayer 
(which can be no longer a labour then while it is a ſpeaking.) 
For 1. had thought that theſe men might have acknowledged 
Preaching and Catechizing, the former at leaſt, to have beene 
the wor ke of a Miniſter,and that an edifying wor ke, and that ſure 
thoſe men have been exerciſed in, who have retai d the Lirmy- 
gy alſo. 2. Study of all kind of Divine learning, of which the 
haters of Liturgy have not gotten the incloſure, may paſſe with 
ſober men for a labour alſo and that which may tend to edifi- 
cation, if it have charity joyned with ic, and that may be had 
too, withou1 hating the Liturgy. But then 3. I conceive that 
this Directory is no neceſſary proviſion againſt this reproached 
idlenefle,or unedifyingneſſe in any that were formerly guilty 
ol them in the daies of Liturgy. For ſure the labour will 12 
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be much increaſed to the Miniſter, that ſhall obſerve the Di. 
reFory, becauſe either he may pray ex tempore, which will be 
no paines, but of his lung, and „des in the delivery, or elie a 
forme being compoſed by any, according to the Directary 
{ which is in effect a Forme it ſelte,) he may thenceforth con- 
tinue as s4/e as he who uſeth our forme of Litargy, and he 
which hath a mind to be idle, may make that uſe of it, and that 
you acknowledge, when you interpoſe that caution P. 8 I that 
the Minſters become not hereby ſlothfull and negligent ] which 
were wholly an unneceſſary caution, if this Directory made 
ialeneſſe impoſſible z and if a cavtion will ſerve turne, the like 
may be added to our Liturgy alſo, without abrogating of it. 
And for the edsfying, 1 defire it may be confidered, whether 
the extravagancies and impertinences, which our experience 
(as well grounded as that which taught theſe men this myſte- 
ry of the idle uneaiſying Miniſtry ) bids us expect from thoſe 
who neglect ſer formes, do more tend to the edifying of any 
then the uſe of thoſe Prayers which are by the piety and judge- 
ment of our Reformerscompoled, and with which the Andi- 
tory being acquainted, may with uninterrupred devotion goe 
along and fay, Amen. 

And whereas *tris added in this place, that our Zord Chriſt 
pleaſeth to furniſh all his Servants whom he calls to that office 
with the gift of Prayer. I deſire 1. That it may be ſhewed 
what evidence we have from any promiſe of Chriſt in his 
word, that any fuch gviſt ſhall be perpetually annext by him 
to the eMiniftry; I beleeve the places which will be broughe 
to enforce it, will conclude for gifts of healing, making of 
lang, and other the like alfo,, which Miniſters do not now 
ies pretend to. 2. Iwould know alſo why Chriſt, if he do 


ſo ſurniſ tbem, may not alſo be thought to help them to the 


matter of their Prayers (in which yet here the Directory is 
faine to aſſiſt them, and pag. 8. ſuppoſes the Miniſter may have 
need of ſuch help and furniture, as well as the forme of werd, 
in which the Liturgy makes the upp. 3. I ſhall not doubt 
to affirme, that if the guift of Prayer ſigniſie an ability of Pray- 
ing in public A without any premeditation, diſereetiy and 9 1 
** 
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yeudly, and io as never tooffend againft either of thoſe »reeſe* 
ries, every Miniſter is not furniſht with tha gift, ſome men of 
very excellent abilities wanting that ſuddaine prompeneſſe of 
#lecution,and choice of words for all their conceptions, others 


being naturally modeſt and baſoful, and not ed with this 
char ifma of boldneſſe, which is a great part, a ſpeciall ingredi- 
ent of that which is here called the 415 of prayer, And even 
for thoſe which have the former of theſe, and are not fo happy 
as to want the latter, that yet they are not ſufficiently gifted 
for Prayer in Publick, experience hath taught us by the very 
creditable relations of ſome, who have falne into fo many ix- 
diſcretions, that we {ay no worſe in that performance. *Tis 
true that God enableth men ſufficiently in private to expreſſe 
their neceſſities to him, being able to underſtand fighs and 
groanes, when words are wanting, and as well content with 
ſach Rhetorick in the Cloſet as any, but this is not peculiar to 
Aliniſters, and for any ſuch ability in publick, there will not be 
the like ſecurity , unleſſe the language of fgbs ava'groanes, 
without other expreſſions,be there current alio, which appears 
by ſome, who are forced to pay that debt to God in that cone, 
having through unthriftineſſe provided no other; and yet 
*<were well alſo if that were the worſt of it, but the truth is, 
blaſphemy is tomewhat wotle then ſaying nothing. 

The laſt objeRion is, That the conntinance of the Liturgy 
would be & matter of endleſſe ſtrife and contention in the Church, 
and A ſnare to many godly Miniſters, &c.to the end of that page, 
Where «©. Is obſervable the temper and reſolution of theſe 
men, of whom ſuch ſpeciall care is taken, which makes it fo 
»eceſſary for them, not onely to ſtrive and comend, 1. againſt 
eftabliſht lam. 2. about formes of Prayer, (which (ure is none 
of the prime Articles of the Creed) but alſo to ffrive for ever, 
which being obſerved, it ſeemes 27, That they have a very 
charitable opinion of all us who are aſſertors of Liturgy, that 
we will never rive or contend for it, for otherwiſe the ftrife 
may be as endieſſe upon its taking away. And ſure in ordinary 
judging (it they be not ſure that none are contentions, bur their 
favourites) we ſee no reaſon, why the introduction of a new 
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way of worſhip, ſhould not be more matter of ſtrife, and ſo al ſo 
a ſnare to more (it any can be enſuared or ſrandaliced, but they) 
then the continuance of the old eftablifht Liturgie. Where, by 
the way, the ſnare they ſpeake of ſeemes to ſi, niſie that which 
catches and intraps their Eftates and not their Soules, cauſeth 
them to be perſecuted, & c. which is a notable paralogi/me and 
fallacy put upon the Scripture we of that phraſe, it we tooke 
pleaſure in making ſuch diſcoveries. But then 30. We deſire 
experience may be judge, and upon the ſentence which that 
ſhall give, that ir may be conſidered, whether upon the bal/an. 
cing of the Kingdome, it will not be found that a farre greater 
number are now at this time effended at the Directorie, and 
thereby enſnared in their Eſtates, if they ly within your power, 
then formerly at any time ([ ſhall adde in all times ſince the 
Reformation, put together) ever were by the Litargie, 

As for that paſſage which is added in the cloſe ot this SeRi- 
on, that in theſe latter times God vonchſafeth to hi People 
more and better meanes for the diſcovery of errour and Superſt iti- 
on.] Though this ſounds ſomewhat like his Divinity who 
makes the power of reſiſting Kings, to be a tiuth which God 
pleagd to reveale in theſe latter times, for the turning Antichrift 
out of the World, but hid in the primitive times, that Anti- 
chriſt might come in, yet I (hall not now quarrel! with it /be- 
cauſe tis poſſible it may have another ſence, and I would not 
deny any thing but what is apparently and inexcufably falſe) * 
but from thence aſſume, 1. That I hope God venchſefeth theſe 
meanes to them, that uſe the Liturgie alſo; For if it muſt be 
ſuppoſed a finxe to continue the ule of it, tis not, I hope, ſuch 
a waſting ſinne, as to deprive men ofall grace, even ofthe Cha- 
riſmata, which unſancified men may be capable of, and of 
meanes of knowledge, which is but a common grace, and there- 
fore I muſt hope that the phraſe [his people] is not here meant 
ina diſcrimmative ſence (like the Hontaniſts forme of nos 
Sirituales, in oppoſition to all others, as anime & pſychics) 
to ſigniſie onely thoſe that are for the Directorie, for then let 
them be aſſured, Gods gifts are not ſo incloſed, but that Oæ- 

ford is vouchſafed as plentfiull meanes for the diſcovery of er- 
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rer and ſuperſt ition, as London, and have, among other acts of 
know ledge diſcovered this one by Gods bleſſing, ſwhich againe 
1 ſhall mention) that there may be as much error and Superſti- 
tion, in rejecting of all Lirwrgy, as in retaining of any, in po- 
ſong Ceremonies, as in aſſerting them, a negative (as I ſaid) 
touch not, taſt not, kneele not, bow wot,as well as a poſitive ſmpere 
ſtitionazas alſo that there be errors in practice, as well as doctrine, 
«T«3oi infidelities againſt the Commandements , and Ser- 
mon of Chriſt in the Mount, as well as againſt the Creed it 
ſelfe, and that impoling of Zawes on the King and Kingdome 
by the Sword, aboliſhing Liturgy, ſetting up Directories by 
that ferne way of argument, thole carnal weapons of militia 
or warfare, when they are not onely practiſed, but aſſerted for 
lawfull, are errors, damnable errors alſo, and ſuch as are very 
neare the ordinary notion of Superſtition, the teaching for do- 
Erines the Commandements of men, I would [ might not ſay 
of — - alſo. But then 2. all this being ſuppoſed of 
Gods granting better meanes of knowledge now, then formerly, 
J (hall yet interpoſe, that ſure this is not a truth of an nlimi- 
red extent, for — have beene Apeſtles, which had better 
meanes then we, and they that were neareſt them, (and knew 
their docttines, and practices, better then it is poſſible we 
ſhould) had fo al ſo, nay Vniverſal Conncells meeting in the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, and piouſly and judiciouſly debating, had by the pris 
viledge of Prayer. more right to that promiſe of Chriſts being 
in the midſt of them, and leading them into all truth, then an il. 
legally congregated Aſſemb lj; and all theſe have beene greater 
favourers of Liturgy then any of equall authority with them 
have beene of your Directory; And 3. if all were ſuppoſed and 
granted which, you c/aime, yet (till the meanes of knowledge: 
now vouchſated doe not make you infallible, lay not any morall 
or phy ſieall ueceſſity on you to be fauitlefſe or errorleſſe, and 
therefore (till this may be error in you as probably, as Litur 
ſhould be Swperſtition in us. And for gifts of Preaching and 
Prayer, 1 anſwer, if they are and have been truly gifts, o- 
thers of former times may by the Spirit have had as liberall a 
portion of them, as We. For {ure thoſe daies wherein the ſpi- 
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ric was promiſed to be pred out on all fleſb, are not theſedaies 
of ours, or of this age, excluſively to all others 3 Of this 1 am 
confident, that ſome other ages have had them in ſuch a mea- 
ſure, as was molt agreeable to the propagating of the Goſpell, 
and if that were then by forming or ing of Liturgie, why 
may it riot be ſo at this time alſo? | 

Having given you my opinion of theſe paſſages, and yeil- 
ded to them for quietne ſſe ſake, a limited truth, I muſt now 
adde, that it they be argamentative, and ſo meant as a proofe 
that theſe Aſſemb lers are likely to be in the right, while they 
deſtroy Liturgy, although all the (hriftian world before them 
have aſſerted it, this will be a groſſe peice of inſoleney and 
untruth together; a taking upon them to be the onely People 
of God ot theſe latter times, nay to have greater judgement, 
knowledge , gifts , then all the whole Chriftian World , for all 
Ages together, including the Apoſties and Chriſt himſelfe, have 


had. For all theſe have beene produced together with the fuf- 


frage of Fewes, Heathens, Mahometans allo, to maintaine ſer 


Formes; and though it be true, that ſome of late have found 
out many Saperſtitions that never were diſcover'd before, one 
or other almoſt in every poſture or motion in God's Service, 


yet thus ſure is by the helpe of an injuſtice in applying without 
all reaſon that title to thoſe actions, and not by a greater „g- 


city, in diſcerning, making many acts of indifferent perfor- 


anee, nay of Piety it ſelfe, goe defamed and mourning under 


the reproach of Juperſtition, and not bringing any true light 


into the World , that before was wanting, This one O dium 
faſtned on all Orthodox ¶Nſiniſters in this Kingdome at this 
time, of being ſuperſtitious, and the miſtake of the true notion 
of the — which hath to that end been infuſed into many, 
(but is by a Trat lateiy primed ſomewhat diſcovered) hath 
brought in a ſhole of Sequeſtrations of Livings , which have 
beene very neceſſary and inftrumentall, to the maintaining of 
theſe preſent diſtempers. And now at length it proves in more 
reſpects then one, that what ever unſatiate hydropicall appe- 
tites are tempted to take away, is preſently involved · under 
that title, a name that hath an univ er ſalbenaliguity in it, makes 
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any thing lawful! prize that is in the company. God will in 
time diſplay this deceit alſo. | 

Having mentioned theſe ſo many reaſons of their aboliſping 
our Liturgy, i.e. their ſo many flanders againſt our Church and 
Church. men, all which if they were true, hang ſo /oo/e and ſo 
ſeparable from Liturgy, that they cannot juſtifie the abolition 
of it; At length they ſhut up their ſuggeſtions with ¶ Upon 


theſe and many the like weighty conſiderations, and becauſe of 


divers particulars contained in the Book, they have reſolved to 
lay aſide the Book J where if the many conſiderations unmen- 
tioned be of no more truth or validity then theſe, and ſo be 
like weighty conſiderations,l acknowledge their prudence in not 
naming them, and thinke that no part of the World is like to 
prove the worſe for this their reſervedneſſe, onely by the way 
a generall charge is nothing in Law , and in generalibus later 
dolus, is a legall exception againſt any thing of this nature. But 
it they have any other which they conceive to be of any 
weight, they are very unjuſt and very uncharitable to us, thus 
to enſnare our Eftates (che fault even now laid upon the Pre- 
lates)by requiring our approbation of their Directory, and con- 
formity of our practice to it, and yet not vouchſafe us that con- 
viction, which they are able, to ſatisſie us of the reaſous ot their 
proceedings. But the truth is, we (hall not charge this on them 
neither, being made confident by the veabeneſſe of the motives 
produced, that they have not any more effctxall in ſtore. And 
for the particulars contained in the Booke, if there were any in- 
firme parts in it, any thing unjuſtifiable, (which we conceive 
their Conſcience tells them there is not, having not in this 
whole Booke produced one, and yet their charity to it not ſo 
great, as to cover or conceale any ſtore of finner) yet would not 
this inferre any more then onely farther Reformation of be- 
Booke, which is not the deſigne againſt which we now argue. 
And having proceeded to fo blou ly a ſentence upon ſuch 
( wforeliu d iu, in the Goſpell phraſe) teſtimonies and ac- 
cuſations ſo anſuſſicient and anproportionable to ſuch a condems- 
nation, they could not but fore ſee the opinion that would be 


had of the action, and the ill and odious conſequents that would 
N attend 
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attend it, which therefore to keepe eff, is the next endeavour, 


by profeſiing that what is done, is not from any love of Novel- 
ty. And truly tis well you tell us fo, for otherwiſe the ſem- 
blance of that love in this and other actions, might have per- 
{waded us mortalls, who ſee but the ouiſides, ſo to judge. And 
ſtill notwithſtanding the affirmation, ( which is not of much 
value in your ownecauſe, unlefſe we had more teftswonies of 
the Authors snfalibs/ity , then this Preſace hath afforded us) 
the conſideration of the matter and rerwes of the change from 
what and to what, ofthe no manner of advantage or acquiſi- 
tion by it to recompence all the diſadvantages, the great teme- 
rity, if not impiety to boot, in ſeparating from this national, & 
in ſcorning and detying the practice of the V verſall Church, 
and the great ilegality, that I ſay no worſe, of your action and 
the preparatory ſteps of motion to it, may tempt us to affirme, 
that it muſt needs be a /ove of novelty, even a Platonicke love, 
as the phraſe is now adayes, a love of novelty, as novelty, with- 
out any other hoped for reward, without any other avowed 
deſigne in ſeeking itz for if there be any other which may be 
own'd, I am confident it hath already appeared by what hath 
beene ſaid, that this is not the way to ir, But then 2. Such a 
proſeſſion as this will not ſure ſigniſie much, to iunovate, and 
yet to ſay we love not innovation, to act with a proud high hand 
in deſpight of fo much at kaſt of God, as is imprinted in the 
Lawes of man, and our Jawfall Superiours, and then to excuſe it 
by ſaying we love not to doe ſo, will but little alleviate the mat- 
ter before any c quall . *Tis certaine there is ſomething 
unlovely in the reproachſull ame of finne, how glibly ſoe- 
ver the pleaſures of it goe downe, yea and even in the inn it 
delfe, it bath the die; z;mess » the rwo Cups in Homer, mote 
truly then that to which he applies it, its Sitter and hatefull, 


. as well as its ſmeeter lovelier parts, extemple quadtuuq; malum 


committitur, ipſi Diſplicet, and if men may bave leave and ex- 
euſe to commit adultery ſo long, till they fall in love not onely 
with the pleaſure of it, but the very ſufalue ſſe of it, and the 
name and reproach allo, we ſhall give them a good large ſpace 
of Repentance : the ſhort is, the mention of Novelty is * evi- 
E enee 


t) 
dence that the Compoſers Conſcience tells them, that what 
they now doe is ſuch, and tis not their nor loving it (perhaps 
exely thinking, perhaps enely ſaying they do not love it} which 
will much leſſen the fault, but rather define it to be an act a- 
gainlt Cenſcience, to be and continue guilty of fo huge a novel- 
ty, when they profefle they love it not. 

The next envie that they labour to avoyd, is the having an 
iurention to diſpᷣarage the Reformers , of whom they ave perſwad- 
ed, that were they now alive they would joyne with them in this 
worte. This is another ovedy pepuaxcy , tO blanch your «Fs. 
ow: with contrary intent iont, to do that which is moſt re- 
proachfull to the Reformers,to obliterate,or which is worſe, to 
defame their memory (whom yet at the beginning you called 
wiſe and piows ) and then ſay you intended them no diſpᷣarage- 
ment, nay to make them repent and retract after their death 
ſi.e.to put them in a kinde of Purgatoty) to undertake for them 
that they have changed their minds, and not onely that they are 
now content to part with that finally out of the Church, the 
ſhort temporary loſſe of which, one of them (eArcb-Biſhop 
Cramer in one of his letters publiſhe by CHMiles Coverdate ) 
laments, as the ſevereſt part ot the pet ſecuters tyranny to ward 
him. viz. that they would not permit him the wſe of the (vn 
mon prayer books in the Priſon ; but withall that they are 
growne zelots too, are content to act molt ilegally and ſediti- 
oully to caft it ont. The judgement of this matter we leave to 
any ordinary arbitration, 1. Whether it be likely that they 
would joyne, againſt Law to take that away, which they com- 
piled, or make all preſcribed Formes wwlawfull, who did not 
thinke any fit in publike , but thoſe which were pre/eribed. 2. 
Whether any man can have ground of ſuch perſwaſion, when 
they dyed inthe conſtant exerciſe of it, and have ſent them no 


meſſage from the dead of their change of minde. 3. Whether it 


be not ſtrongly improbable, that they of the firſt Reformation, 
who in Queene Maries dayes flying and living in Frantforr, 
and there meeting with the objections that have beene produ- 
ced by our new Reformers, maintained the Booke againſt them 
all, would now if they were return?! to us from a longer eile, 
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diſclaim all that they had thus maintain d. 4. Whether it be 
not an argument of a ſtrong confidence and aſſurance, (which 
is the moſt dangerous mother of Schiſme and Hereſie imagina- 
ble } of frong paſſions and weak, judgement , to thinke that all 
men would be ot their de (as Hacker thought verily that all 
London would riſe with him, as ſoone as he appear'd in Cheap» 
Ade) upon no other ground of that perſwaſion mention'd, but 
only that they are of it, which is hut in effect as the ſame Hac- 
ket dil ſhewing no evidence ot his being a Prophet, but onely 
his confidence, which produced all kinde of direfull Oathes that 
he was, and hideous smprecations on himſelfe, if he were not 
fo. That which is added by way of honour to thoſe Martyrs, 
that they were excellent inſ[ruments to begin the purging and 
building of his houſe, may be but an artifice of railing their owne 
reputation, who have perfected thoſe rude beginnings, or if ic 
be meant in earneſt, as kindneſſe to them, tis but an unſigniſi- 
cant civilitie, to aboliſh all the records ot their Reformation,and 
then pay them a little pray/e in exchange for them, Martyr 
their aſhes (as the Papilts did Fagia and Bucer) and then lay 
them downe into the earth againe, with a dirge or anthem, de- 
fame the Reformation, and (ommend che Reformers; bur ſtill to 
intimate how much wiſer and Godlier you are, then all thoſe 
Martyrs were. 

Thus farre they have proceeded ad amoliendam invidiam; 
Now to the poſſtive motives, of {ctting upon this great wor ke 
of innovation, and thoſe are 1. To anſwer in ſome meaſure 
the grations providence of God. which at this time calleth upon 
them for farther Reformation: What they ſhould meane by the 

atio us providexce of God in this place, Iconfeſſe I cannot 
gueſle, (it it be not a meer name to adde ſome credit to the 
cauſe) unleſſe it be the proerity and good fucceſle of their 
Armes; which if throughout this Warre they had reaſon to 
bragge or take notice of (as ſure they have not, but of Gods 
hand many times viſibly 'ſhewed againſt them, in raiſing the 
low eſtate of the King, without viſible meanes, and bringing 
downe their mighty ſtrengths, as the Septuagint makes God 
promiſe to fight againſt Amalec k. e νοα] Ne, by ſecret 
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hand, by inviſible, ) yet ſure would not that juſtfy the taking 
up of thoſe Armes, much leſſe be able to conſecrare all other 
ſinnes, that thoſe Armes may enable any to be guilty of. Tis 
the Turkes Divinity, as before I intimated, to paſſe ſentence 
on the action by the proſperity of the man. to make one killing | 
of a Father villany and ſacriledge, becauſe the deſigne it aim d at Buibequi, Epiſt, 
miſcarried, and another of the ſame making an heroick act, that 
God was pleaſed with becauſe it brought the deſigner to the Ring- 
om: And therefore, I beſeech you, look no longer on the cauſe 
through the deceivable and deceitfall glaſſes of your conceited 
viftories, but through that one true glaſſe the word of Chrift 
in the New Teſtament; and if that cal you to this fart her re- 
formation, go on in Gods name; But if it be any elſe that 
calleth you, (as ſure ſomewhat elſe it is you meane, for if it 
were Goat word you would ere nov! have ſhew'd it us, and 
here have ealW'd it Gods word, which is plaine and intelligible, 
not Godr providence, which is of an ambiguous fignification) if 
any extraordinary revelation however convey'd to you; this 
you will never be able to approve to any that ſhould doubt 
your call, and therefore 1 ſhall meekly defire you, and in the 
bowells of ( hriſtiau compaſſion to your ſelves if not to ycur h le- 
ding Country, once more to examine ſeriouſſy, what ground 
you have in Gods word, to ſatiiſie conſcience of the lawfullnefle 
of ſuch attempt, which you have uſed, to gaine ſtreugib to work 
your Reformation; and this we the rather defire to be ſhewed 
by you, becauſe you adde, that having conſulted with Gods holy 
word, you reſolve to lay aſide the former Titurgie, Which can- 
not ſigniſie that upon command of Gods word particularly 
ſpeaking to this matter, you have done it, for then all this 
while, you would ſure have ſhewed us that word, but that the 
word of God. hat h lead you to the whole worke in generall, 
which you have taken in hand, and therefore that is it, which 
as a light ſhining i ſo darke a place, we require you in the name 
of God to hold out to us. | a 
After this there is a 2* motive, the /atisfattion of your owne 
conſciences, This I cannot ſpeake to, becauſe neither I know 
them, nor the grounds of them, fave only by what is here men- 
e tioned 
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tioned, which I am ſure is not ſufficient to ſats:fie conſcience; 
(phaney perhaps it may) onely this I ſhall imterpoſe, that it. is 
poſſible your owne conſciences may be erroncoum, and we are 
confident they are ſo, and then you are not bound to ſatsfie 
them, ſave onely by ſeeking better information , which one 
would think might be as ſeaſeable a taske as abohfringof Litur- 
1c. 

8 Next a 3 motive is mentioned, that you way ſatifie the expe· 
cation of other Reformed Churches; To this firſt 1 fay, that this 
is not the rule for the reforming of a Nationall ¶ hurch ureια 
a, and independent. And ſuch I conceive, the laſt Canon of 
the Councell of Epheſwa, will by conſequence conclude this of 
England to be; and its being ſo is a ſufficient ples, 1. To 
cleare us from all ſhew of Schiſme in Seperating trom the Ro- 
man Church (to which we were not, according to the Ephe- 
ex rule, ſubjeted as apart) though we reformed our ſelves, 
when the Pope vehemently requited the contrary, and would 
not himſelfe Abt 49' and from the Church univerſal, of 
which we ſtill remaine a member undivided, 2, To anſwer this 
motive of our 2 telling them that in the reforme 
ing ſuch a Church (as this of ours, if not by others, yet by them 
is acknowledged to be) the eare muſt be, to do what the head 
and members of the Charch,(hall in the feare of God reſolve to 
be fitteſt, and not what other ¶ hurebes expect; for it that were 
the rule, it would be a very fallaciows and very paxling one, the 
2 of ſeverall (inerches being as ſeverall, and the 
oiceof ſome difficulty, which of them was fitteſt to be an- 
ſwer'd . But then ſecondly , what the expe#ation of other 
hurches have beene in this point, or what the regſen of them, 
we do not punctually know, only this we doe, that aſter your 
falliciting of many (which is another thing, ſomewhat di- 
ſtant from their expeBing) we heare not of any, that have des 
clared their concurrencein- opinion with you in this: But on 
the contrary, that in anſwer to your Letter directed to the 
4 of E 3 Wallachrian was made this returne to 
you, that they did approve ſet and preſcribed formes of publique 
Prayer, as profitable aud tendzng to edification, — contrary 
| v4 to 
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to what you before objected of the Offeure to the Proteſtant 
Churches abroad, and now of their expectation, ec.) and give 


reaſons for that approbation, both from Texts of Scripenres, 
and the generall practice of the Reformed Church, ayouching 
particularly the forementioned place of Calvin, and conclude 
It to be « preciſe ſingularity in thoſe men who doe reject them. 
And now. I beteech you, {peak your knowledge, and inſtance in 
the particular, if any Church have in any addrefſe made to you; 
or anſwer to your invitation, ſigni fied their expeatios that you 
ſhould eli Liturgy, or their approbation of your tact, able 
to counterballance this cenſure from the pen of thoſe your 
freinds thus unexpectedly falne upon you. Some inge ei- 
ther of making good your aſſertion of the ¶ harehes, or elſe of 
Confeſſion chat you cannot, will be in common equity eæpedted 
from you. 

The defires of many of the Godly among your ſelves (which 
you mention as a fourch moreve tor abolitiun) will ſignify little, 
becauſe how many ſuffrages ſoever might be brought for the 
upholding of Litwrgy, thoſe who are againſt it ſhall by you be 
called, the godly, and that number what ever it is, goe for 4 
multitude. But then 2gaine, Godly they may be, but not wiſe, 
(piety gives no infallilility of doctrine to the poſſeſſor) at leaſt 
in this point, unleſſe you can firſt prove the Liturgie to be un- 
goalie; nay they that rejoiced in it, were, as you ſay, godiie and 
learned, and they that made it wiſe and piaauu, and therefore (ure 
ſome reſpect was due to the wiſe as well as godly in the abro- 
gation. And yet it may be added farther , that the way of ex- 

eſſing of the deſires of thoſe whom you meane by the Goalie, 
bach beene ordinarily by way of Petitions, and thoſe it candot 
be diſſembled have beene oft framed and put into their hands 
( ſay not by whom) even in ſet eſcribed Formes ,, nat thinks 
ing it enough to give them a Direttarie for matter, without 


Hinting their Spiritt, by appointing the wardes 2%. Ibis 
ſhewes that the deſires of thoſe many of the Godly , are not of 
any huge conſideration in this buſineſſe, and yet I have not 
heard to my remembrance of any Petition, yet ever fo info» 


lent, as to demand what you have done {in anſwer it {ſeemes 
to 
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to ſome inarticulate groanes or ſighes) the abolition f alt 
Liturgie. | 

The laſt motive is, That you may give ſome publique teſti- 
mony of your exdeavours for uniformity in di vine worſhip pro- 
miſed in your Solemne League and ( ovenant. To this the an- 
{wer will be ſhort, becaute it hath for the maine already been 
conſidered. 1. That the Covenant it ſelſe is anlawfull, which 
therefore obliges to nothing but Repentance, and reſtitution of 
a ſtray Subject to bis Allegiance to God and the(XKing againe. 
2. That there is one ſpeciall thing conſiderable of this Cove- 
»ant, which will keepe it either from obliging or from being 


any kind of eæcuſe or extenuation of the crimes that this action 
is guilty of, and that is the voluntary taking of that Covenant 
vn pur poſe, thus to enſuare your ſelves in this obligation, to doe 


what ſhould not otherwiſe be done; We before told you, that 
Herod; oath would not juſtifie the beheading of Fobn; and (hall 


nou adde, that if ſome precedaneous hatred to ohn, made He- 


rod lay this deſigne before hand, that Herodias's Danghter 
ſhould dance, that upon ber dancing he would be vehemently 
pleaſ d, that upon her pleaſing of him he would ſweare to give 
her any thing ſhe ſbould aske, even to halfe hu Kingdome , and 
the ſame compat appoint her to make this Petition, to take 
John Baptiſt's head for her reward, Gs tis not unlikely, but 
that as Herodias was of counſell with her Daughter, ſo Herod 
might be with Herodias) if the traine I fay, lay thus, ſure He- 
rod: oath would take off but little from the crimſon dye of his 


murtber, but rather ſuperadde that ſinne of deepe hypocri/ie, 


of making pietie, and the Religion of oathes,a ſervant and inſtru- 
ment to his inceſt and murthering of a Prophet. And then I 
hall no farther apply, then by asking this queſtion, did you not 
take this Covenant on purpoſe to lay this obligation upon you, 
and now 2 that for your Covenants ſake, you malt needs 
doe ir? It you cannot deny this, O then remember Herod. But 


it you tooke the Covenant without any ſuch deſigne, but now 
find your ſelves thus enſnared by it, then rather remember the 
times to get out of that ſnare, and not to engage your ſelves 
faſter in it. 3. I anſwer, that if by uniformity be meant that 

among 
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our ſelves in this Kingdome ; the taking away our Li- 
ruby Ordinance, while it remaines lie by valid Law, 
is no over- fit wearer to that end, nothing but a new AF, and an 
afſwraxce that all would be obedient to that 4, can de proper 
for that purpoſe; and I am ſure there are ſome men in the | | 
World, whom if ſuch an A diſpleaſed , the obedience would 

not be very aniforme; what ever it may ſeeme to be when bets 

ter Subject, are ſuppoſed to be concluded by it. Bat if it be 

wniformitie with the beſt reformed Churches (as your Covenant | 
mentions) then 1. That wniformitie in matters of Forme of | 
Ceremonie is no way neceſſary, (Communion betwixt Churches | 
may be preſcry'd without it) nor neare ſo uſc full, as that other | 
among our ſelves, and therefore the bargaine will be none of 
the moſt thriving, when that acquiſition is paid fo deare for, 
wniformity with ſtrangers purchaſed with confuſion at home, 
as bad a market, as uncquall a barter, as if we ſhould enter up- 
on a Civil Warre, for no other gaine, then to make up a Peace 
with ſome Neighbour Prince ; which none but a mad Stateſ- | | 
mau would ever counſell. But then 4. The Covenant for ſuch 
wniformitie, obliges not to make this Directory, which I ſhall 
prove. 1. By the verdict of thoſe themſelves which have taken 


the Covenant, of whom many, Iam confident, never concei- 
ved themielves thereby obliged to ab oliſß Liturgie, there being 
no ſuch intelligible ſence conte ined in any branch of the Cove- 
rant, any ſuch intention of the impoſers avowed at the giving of 
it. 2. Becauſe we conceive we have made it manifeſt, that 
that part of the Covenant which mentions #niformitie with 
otber Beſt Reformed ('hurches, doth not oblige to abi Litur- 
ie, net only becauſe the generall matter of the Covenant re- 
* unto the Goverument, and not to the Liturgie, but becauſe 
this of & , as it now ſtands cſtabliſhr by Law, is 


the beft Reformed, both according to that rule of Scriptare, and 

ſtandard of the pureſt Antient Church; For which we bave 

alſo the teſtimony of Learned Proteſtants of other Countries, 

preferring it before their owne, and ſhall be ready to juſtifie 

fte boaſt by any teſt or tyrripee, _ ſhall be relolved ** fit » 
7 cci 
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decide this doubt or competition between this of ours, and 
any that you ſhall Yete or name to be the beſt, 5 
The like challenge we ſhall alſo make in returne toa tacis 
intimation ot yours more then once falne from you in this Pre. 


face, and in the body of the Direſtory. p. 40. and 73. viz. that 


the Church of England hath hitherto been guilty of Superſtit ion 
in ber Liturgie. To which we fir{t reply by dctiring , that you 
mention any one particular wherein that accuſation may ap- 
pcareto be true, (and we hereby undertake to maintaine the 
contrary againſt all the learnedſt in that Aſſembly) which if you 
will not undertake to ſpecifie and prove, you mult acknowledge 
to be guilty of great uncharitablene ſſe in affirming. I ſhall not be 
ſo uncharitable as to wiſh that the judgement of the C. vill Law 
may be your doome, and the ſentence that belongs to Szperſts» 
tion be the reward of your defamation, I ſhall not ſay ſo much as 
the Lord reprove, by way of imprecation , but onee more re- 
peate, Lord lay it not to your charge, 
Upon theſe grounds you proceed, that | having not conſul. 
ted with fleſh and bloud, &c. ] This ſure in Saint Pauli phraſe, 
Gal. 1, 16. ſignifies not conſulting with men, though Apoſts- 
Ficall; as conſulting with them is oppoſed to immediate r ve- 
lation from Heaven; and then ſure your eAſembly was very ſbi- 
rituall, and very heavenly, for with them you confeſſe to have 
conſulted; but it you meane by the phraſe, in a larger ſenſe, 
earthly or humane intereſts, I (hall only aske , whether all the 
actions which have proceeded from you are ſo viſibly divine 
and unmixt with earth, ſo apparently unintereſted , that your 
owne teſtimony ſhould be ſufficient to give credit to this affir- 
mation ? | 
Having {aid this, you proceed to the eoncluſion, that you 
reſolved to ſet up the Directory, and in it to hold forth ſuch 
things as are of divine Inſtitution in every Ordinance , and other 
things be ſet forth according to the rules of Chriſtian Prudence; 
agreeable to the generall rules of the ward of God. And now 
tis a little ſtrange , (but yet that which my temper obliges 
me to deſire may ſtill be my fate, when I fall upon a Contro- 
vexſie with any) that we which have beene at ſuch dsfance 
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all this while, ſhould juſt now meer at parting, that ſuch con. 
tradiftory premiſes, ſhould beget the ſame concluſion; For there 
is not a better Rule inthe World, nor any which I would ra- 
ther chooſe to be judged hy in this matter, then that which is 
here propoſed by you; Oacly I deſire a litle importunately 
to be advertiſed, where it is that the Compilers of our Liturgy 
have ſwerved from it. Where you have ſwerved, we have 
inſtanced in many particulars in our Anſwer to the Ordinance, 
and (hill now once for all demand, what rules of pradence ob- 
lige you to turne thoſe many ſeverals there mentioned out of 
the Service of the Church, every one of them tending to edi- 
fication directly, over and above the agteeableneſſe of each to 
the generall rules of Scripture ; in particular, whether it be 
agreeable to Chriſtian Prudence to aboliſh a Liturgy, which 
hath been ſo piosſiy and diſcreetij framed, by thoſe who have 
ſeal'd our Reformation with their loud, and inſtead of it to 
bring in a voluntary way of ſerving Godin a National! Church, 
where there be many thouſand Pariſhes, and no ſuch promiſe 
of divine 5»ſþiration or emthufiaſme, but that there may be fill 
ſome number of thoſe Miniſtert, who will not be able to ſpeak 
conſtantly in the Congregation, ſo as inthe preſence of Angels 
they ought to ſpeake. The experiments that have given us rea- 
ſon thus to feare, and deſire prevention of the like, we are again 
tempted to adde unto this paper, but we delight not to demon- 
ſtrate them guilty of Blaſphemiet, who have accuſed us of S- 
perſtitian. We deſire this fault may be cured by ſome milder 
recipe - 

As for that which in paſſing you ſay, that by your Directory 
Afiniſters may be directed to keepe like ſoundueſſe of Doctrine, 
this indeed is a prerogative of the Liturgy, (which hath al- 
wales beene uſed as an hedge to keepe out errour s, and to retain 
a commoy profeſſion of Catholicł verities) but cannot belong ro 
your Directory, which hath neither Creed nor Catechiſme, nor 
one Article of Religion, or Doctrine aſſerted in it, but leaves 
that wholly to the Preacher whoſe doctrine that it ſhould be 
ſound at all, or agree with the doctrine of all other Preachers, 
and ſo be like ſound, here is no proviſion made. 
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We have thus call'd your Preface alſo to fome tryall, and 
found it of ſuch acompoſure and temper, 1 . So many variati- 
ons from truth (which one that defires to be civill, maſt be 
unjuſt it he doe not call them fo ) that we cannot with any 


pleaſure give an accompr of our judgement of them. 2. So ma- 


ny unconcluding premiſcs, Affirmations, which it they were 
all jappot.d true, would never come home to abolition, and 
among all the heape, ſo no one truth which is of importance or 
weight toward that concluſion, that now we conceive we 
have diſcharged the taske, given the Reader ſuch a view of 
the inward parts of this ſpacious fabrick, that he will not 
wonder, that we are not ſo paſſionaiely taken with the bezuty, 
as to receive at a venture whatſoever is contain'd in it; For ſup- 
poling there were never an unſeatonable Direction in all the 

Baoke following, yet the reception of that, being founded in 
the abolition bath of oarg,and of all Liturgy, the Chriſtian pru- 

dence agreeable to the word of God, which ts here commended: 
tous, obliges us to ſtop our cares to fuch ſlight temptations, 


and never to yeeld eooſent, to the but laying afide that forme 


of Service, which we have by eftabliſhr Law ſo long enjoyed, 
to the great content and benefit of this Natiow ; though God 
knowes fore have not made ſo holy, others ſo thankefult an uſe 
of it, as it deſerved of us, ſome neglecting it, others landring, 
and ſo many bringing worldly hearts along with them, which 
though they are great evils, under which this divine Liturgy 
hath (uffexed, yet being the inſelicitie t, not the crimes, the 
eroſſe, which hath made it like unto our Saviour, in being 
ſpit en, ro vil d, and crown'd with thornes ( for ſuch he calls the 
cares of thi; world, the moſt contumelions part of the ſuffering) 
and not at all the gail being wholly accidental and extrinſe- 
aall to it) muſt never be exchanged, for the certaine evili, natu · 
rall and intrinſacal to the no- Liturgy, and withall the greater 
miſchieſes which may probably folow this alteration; for all 
which patience and ſubmiſſion, we haue not the leaſt kind of 
Hwitation, fave onely that of the noyfe, and importunity of 
jome enemies, which ſhould it be yeelded to, would, I doubr 
not, be te ſiſted and preſt againe, with the Petition of many 
thouſands 


7101) 
thou fands more, importuning the returne and reſtitution of 
the Li:urgy agein; unleffe by this meanes the Devill ſhoald 


gia an abſolute and totall manumiſſion caſt off all bis traſhes, 
and preſently get ridde of both his enemies, Religion, aud L- 
turgy together. 


sss S888 
A Poſtſcript by way of Appendix 28 


the two former Chapters. 


e truth of all which we have hitherto ſpoken, 
i we have not ſufficiently evidenced it already, 
will abundantly appeare by one farther teſtimo- 
ny. which is authentich and undeniable to them, 
againſt whom we ſpeake. Aud it is, ( what the 

providence of God, and the power of truth hath extorted 
from them):heir own confeſſion, in a book juſt now come to my 
hands, called, a Supply of Prayer for the Ships that want CMind- 
Heri to pray with them, agreeableto the Directory eſtabliſbea by 
Parliament, publiſhed by authority, From which thefe things 
will be worth obſerving, 1. That the very body of it is a fer 
forme of Prayer, and ſo no Superſtition in ſet formes. 2. That 
their publi/ping it by authority, is the prefcribing of that forme, 
and {o*cis la fall to preſcribe ſuch formes. 3. That the title, 
[ot Swpply of Prayer I] ptoveth that ſome there are, ro whom 
ſuch ſupplies are neceſſary, and ſoa Directory not ſufficient for 
all. And 4. that [| its being agreeable io the Directory ] Or as ie 
is, word for word form d out ofit, (the Directory ruen'd into 
a Prayer } ſheweth,that out of the Directoiy a Prayer may ea- 
fily firſt be made, and then conſtantly uſed, and ſo the Miniſter 
ever after continue as idle without exerciſing that gift, as un · 
der our Liturgy is preteuded, and fo here under pretence of 
ſupplying the ſhips, all ſuch idle Mariners in the ſbppe of the 
Cburch are ſupplied allo, which it ſeemes was foreiceac at the 
O3 writing 
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writing that preface to the Directory, where they ſay, the Mi. 
niſter may if need be, have from them ſome help and furniture. 

5. Thar the Preface to this new Worke entitled, A reaſon of 
this worke . containeth many other things, which tend as 
much to the retracting their former worke, as Judas throw- 
ing back the mony did to his repentance. 

. ASI. That there are thouſands of Shippes belonging to this 
Kingdome,which have not Mmiſters with them, to guide them 
in Prayer, and therefore either uſe the Common: prayer, or no 
Prayer at all. Thu ſhewes the nature of that fact of thoſe 
which without any ob jection mention d againſt any Prayer in 
that booke, which was the onely help for the devotios of mar 
thouſands, lett them for ſome Months, to perfect irreligion 
and eAtheiſme, and not praying at all. And beſides the ſe ſhips 
(which they here confeſſe) how many Land- companies be 
therein the fame condition ? how many thouſand families 
which have no Miniſter in them? (ot whichnumber the Houſe 
7 Commons was alwaies wont to be one, and the Houſe of 

ordt, ſince the Biſhops were removed from thence) and to 


deale plainely, bow any Miniſters will there alwaies be, in 


England and Wales (for ſure your care for the Univerſities is 
not ſo great as to be likely to worke Miracles) which will not 
have ill, or Power, or gift, (which you pleaſe) of conceiving 
Prayers ag they ought to doe? and therefore let me impart to 
you the thoughts of many prudent men ( ſince the newes of 
your Direftory, and abolition of our Liturgy) that it would 
2 a moſt expedite way to bring in Atheiſme; and this it 

ems, you do already difcerne and confeſſe in the next words, 
that the no prayer at all, which ſucceeded the aboliſhing of the 
Liturgy, likely to make them rather Heathens then Chriſtians, 
and hath left the Lord's day without any marke of piety or devoti- 
on: (a ſad and moſt confiderable truth, which ſome perſons 
ought ta lament with a wounded bleeding conſcience, the long- 
eſt day of their life) and therefore we are apt to beleeve 
your charity robe more extenſive, then the title of that book 
enlarges it, & that it hath deſignt d this ſuppi, not only to thoſe 
Hips, but to all other in the like want of our Liturgy. \ 
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only blame in this particular hath been, that you would not be 
ſo ingenuoxe,as Judas and ſome others, that have ſoon retracted 
their precipitous action, and confeſt they did ſo, and made re- 
ſtation preſently, while you, rather then you will (to reſcue 
men from heatheniſme cauſed by your abolition) reſtore the. 
Booke againe,and confeſſe you have ſinned in condemning an 
innocent Liturgie, will appoint ſome Aſſembler, to compile a 
poor, ſorry, piteous forme of his owne, of which I will appeale 
to your greatelt flatrerer, if it be not ſo low that it cannot come 
into any tearmes of compariſon , or competition , with thoſe 
formes already preſcribed in our booke ; and ſo ſtill you juſtify 
your error, even while you confeſſe it. 

2% That tis nom hoped that twill be no greife of heart to full 
Chriſtians, if the thirſty drinks out of ciſterns , when themſelves 
drinks out of fountaines, &c, which is the ſpeciall part of that 
ground, on which we have firſt formed, and how labour d to 
preſerve our Liturgie, on purpole that weaker Chriſtians may 
have this conſtant ſupply for their infirmities, that weake Mini- 
ſters may not be forced to betray their weakeneſſe, that they 
that have not the gift of Prayer (as even in the Apoſtles times: 
there were diverſe gifts, and all Miniſters, had not promiſe 
to ſucceed in all, hut one in one, another in another gift by the 


ſame Spirit) may have the helpe of theſe common gifts , and 
ſanding treaſures of Prayer in the Church; and (becauſe there 
be ſo many of theſe kinds to be lookt for in a Church)that thoſe: 
which are able to pray as they ought, without a forme , may 
yet in pub icke ſubmit to be thus reſtrain'd, to the uſe of ſo ex- 
cellent a forme thus ſet before them, rather then others ſhould: 


be thus adventur'd to their owne temerity , or incurre the re- 


proach of being thought not able; and then this providing for 
the weake, both Miniſter and People, will not now, I hope, be 
charged on the Liturgy, by thoſe, who hope their ſupplie of 


Praier will be no griefe to others, | 
30 That theſe Praiers being enlivened, aud ſent up by the 


irit in him that praieth, may be livelie praiers, and acceptable 
to him, who ts 4 Spirit, and accepts of ſervice in Spirit and truth. 
W here 1. It appearcs by that confeſſion, that as the * _ 
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ſpeaks of 'wor/bippiny in ſpirit and truth, is not of any force a» 
— fer prayer e. cker is that eycher of the Spirirs helping 
our infirmitier, belonging. as it is here confeſt moſt erucly, to 
the zea/e,andferver,and intenſene ſſe of devotion infuſed by the 
Spirit, (and not to the words wherein the addreſſe is made) 
which if the Spirit may not infuſe alſo, in the uſe of our Lerwy« 
gie, and aſſiſt a Minifter and Congregation in the Church, ag 
well and as effectually as a company of Mariners in à (ip, | ſhall 
then confeſſe that the Directory fit ſt. and then this Supply, may 
be allow'd to turn it out of the Church. | 
' Laſtly, That in truth though Prayers come never ſonew, even 
from the Spirit, in one that 1s a guide in Prayer, if the Spirit doe 
not quicken and enliven that prayer in the hearer that folowes him, 
it ij to him but a dead forme, and avery carcaſe of Prayer, which 
words being really what they ſay, a truth, a perfect truth, and 
more ſoberly ſpoken, then all or any pcriod in the Preface to 
the Directory, I ſhall oppoſe againſt that whole Act of aboliti- 
em, as a ground of confutarion of the principall part of ir, and 
ſhall only adde my defire, that it be conſidered what Prayers 
are moſt likely to be thus quickved and enlivoned by the Spirit 
in the hearer , thoſe that he is maſter of, and underſtands and 
knowes he may joyne in, or thoſe which depend wholy on the 
mill of the Speaker, which perhaps he under ſtandeth not, and 
never kee what they are, till they are delivered, nor whether 
they be ſi for him to joyne in; or in plainer words, whether a 
man be likely to pray, and aske moſt fervently he knowes not 
what, or that which he knowes, and comes on purpoſe to pray. 
Hor ſure the quicknivg and enlivening of rhe Spirit, is not ſo per- 
fectly miracte, as to exclude all uſe of reaſon or underſtanding, 
to prepare for a iy of it, for then there had been no need 
to have turn d the Service out of the Church, the Spirit 
would have qvickzed thoſe Proper allo 


CHAP» 


(105) 
F 
CHAP. III. 


IPO Aving thus paſt through the Ordinexce and the 
F| [24] [2 Preface, and in the veiw of the Ordinance ſtated 
: g and ſettled aright the compariſon betwixt the Li. 
385 !»rgy and the Directory, and demonſtrated the nes 
neceſſity, but plaine unreatonableneſſe of the change, 
and ſo by the way inſiſted on moſt of the defes of the Dire- 
tory, which are the ſpeciall matter of accuſation we profeſſe 
to finde in it, I ſhall account it a Swperfluore Importunity to pro- 
ceed to arevetw of the whole body of it, which makes up the 
bulke of that Booke , but inftead of infilting on the faults and 
infirme parts of it ( ſuch are, the prohibition of aderat ion 
toward any place, p, 10. that is of a7 adoration, while we hve 
bo dies about us, for that muſt be roward ſome place; the inter- 
difting of all parts of the Apochryphall Bookes, p. 12. whieh yet 
the Antient Church avowed to be read for the direFing of 
manners, though not as ruleef Faith; the ſo frequent mention 
of the Covenant in the directions for Prayer, once as a ſpecial? 
mercy of God, p 17. Which is the greateſt curſe could be fall 
this Kingdome, and a great occaſion, if not Author of all rhe 
reſt, which are now upon it, then as a meancs of a ſtriũũ and re- 
ligion Omon, p. 2 1. which ts rather an engagement of an irre- 


* 


ligio Marre; then as a pretious band that men maſt pray that 


ie never be broken, p. 21. which is in effect to pray, that they 
may never repent, but continue in Rebellion for ever. Then 
as a Percy againe, p. 37. as if this Covenant were the greateſt 
zreaſure we ever enjoyed. Then the praying for the Arier 
by Land and Sea, p.38. with that addition | for the defence of 
King, and Parliament, and Kingdeme) as reſolving now to 
put that cheat upon God himſeſte, which they have uſed to 
their Fellow · Subjects, that of fighting agaiuſt the King for the 


defence of bim, ¶ Beloved be not deceived, God is not mocked, }- 
P 


Then 
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Then affirming that the Fonts were ſmperſtlitionſly placed in 
time of Popery, andtherefore the Childe muſt now be baptized 
in ſome other place, p. 40. while yet they ſhew not any ground 
of that accuſation, nor ever will be able to doe. Then that the 
cuſtomes of kneeling and praying by, aud towards the dead, t ſu- 
erftitiow, p.73. Which literally it were, (S»perftitum culo 
u) if it were praying te them, but now is farre enough from 
that guilt. And laftly, that the Lords day & commanded in the 
ipture to be kept holy p. 8 5. the ſanTification of which we 
knowledge to be grounded in the Scripture, and inſtituted 
by the Apoſtles, but not commanded in the Scripture by any 
revealed precept. (The firlt that we meet with to this pur- 
poſe, is that of Ignatius Epiſt. ad Magneſ: Mnxiri iy eng- 
ous , df n mas UACEIS'S THY xuerariy, Let u theres 
fore Sabbatize no longer; Let every Chriſtian celebrate the 
Latds day, which ſaying of an Apoffolicke writer being added 
to the mention of the Lords day in the New Teſtament is a 
5 argument of the Apeſtolicke inſtitution of that day, which 
the univerſall practice of the Church ever ſince doth ſuffici- 
ently confirmeunto us, and we are content and ſatisfied with 
that authority, althcugh it doth not ofter to ſhew us any com- 
mand in the Scripture for it. And then you may pleaſe to ob- 
ferve, that the ſame Ignatius, within a page before that place, 
foreciced for the obſerving of the Lords day hath a command for 
mmon Prayer, and I conceive for ſome ſet Forme, I (hall give 
you the words „ Ilayres cm 7 avis U 7h wed du gut- 
„ a Sno Gow rowing 615. vis, Let al meet together to the 
ame, whether action or place in Prayer , Let there be one (em- 
won · Prayer, one minde, & c. and (lem: Alex: to the fame. 
purpoſe, the Altar which we have here on Earth, is the com- 
pany of thoſe that dedicate themſelves to Prayers, as having. 
puri rde v ν a flew νον, , A Common Voice, and one 
minde, which cannot well be, unleſſe there be ſome common 
Forme by all agreed on,) Inſtead I fay of preſſing theſe or the 
like frailties upon this worke, which will argue the Compos 
{ers of it to be men and fallible; I ſhall rather deſire to expreſſe 
and evidence my charity (and my endeavour to read it with- 
out 
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out any prejudice) by adding my opinion, that there be ſome 

things ſaid in it ( by way of direction for the matter of Prayer. 

and courſe of Preaching ) which agree with whol/ome dorine, 

and may tend to edification, and I ſhall not rob thoſe of that 

approbation which is due to them, nor conceive our Cauſe to 

need ſuch peeviſh meanes to ſnſteine it; Being not thereby - 
liged to quarrell at the Directory abſolutely as a Booke, but only 
| as it ſupplanta the Liturgy (which if it had a thculand more 
excellencies in it then it hath, it would not be fir to doe.) And 
being willing to give others an example of peaceablene ſſe, and 
of a reſolution to wake no more quarrels then are neceſſary, 
and therefore contributing my part of the endeavour to con- 
claude this one aſſoone as is poſſible. And the rather beeauſe it 
is in a matter, which (it without detriment to the Church, 
| and the Soules of men, the Booke might be univerſally receis- 
ed, and ſo the experimont could be made) would I am confi- 
dent within very few yeares aſſoone as the pleaſure of the 
change and the novelty were aver, prove it's owe largeſt con» 
| ſutation, confeſſe it's owne wants and ſaulis; and ſo all but 
mad men (ce the errour, and require the reſtitutios of Liturgy 
againe. This I ſpeake upon a ſerious obſervation and ponders 
ing of the tempers of men, and the ſo mutable habits of their 
minds, which as chey are evurni2onu, eaſily changed from good 
þ to evil, ſo are they (which is the difference of mes from 
* lap'ſt Angells ) maniuboru , eafily reduced alſo to their former 
| ſtate againe, when re«/oncomes to them in the coole of the day, 
when the heat of the kzwdeveſſe is paſt, and a ſatiety haſtning in 
it's ſtead, or if it prove not ſo well, yet falling from one change to 
another, and never comming to ftability. How poiſible this may 
prove in this particular, I hall now evidence no farther, then 
| by the parallell vehement diflikes , that the Presbyterial Go- 
| - vernment hath already met wich among ether of our reform 
| ing Spirits, very liberally expreſt in many Pamphlets which 
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we have lately received from London, but in none more fully 
then in the Epiſtle to the Booke entituled, eb Baprif, firſt 

- churging the Presbyteriant (who formerly exclaimed againſt 

| Epiſcopacy for ftinting the — that they began to tal . 
2 them 
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them to eftabliha Dagon in his throne, in tinting the whole 
worſhig of the God of Heaven, &c. and in plaine words with- 
out mincing or diſſembling, that they had rather the French 
King, nay the great Tur ſhould rule over them, then theſe. 
The onely uſe which I would now make of theſe experiments 
\ is this, to adwere that hᷣleſſed excelent Chriſtian grace of obedi. 
ence (and content ment with our preſent lot, whatſoever it be, 
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hat brings not any neceſſity of ſinning on us.) I meane, to 
beuge to all, in matters of indifference, (or where Scrip- 
ture bath not given any immediate rule, but left us to obey 
thoſe who are et over us) that happy choice of ſubmitting, ra- 
ther then letting looſe our appetites, of obeying, then preſcri- 
bing; A duty, which beſides the very great eaſe it brings with 
it, hath much of vertue in it, and will be abundant reward to it 
fe here on Earth, and yet have a mighty 4rreare remaining 
be paid to it in Heaven hereafter; which when it is hearti- 
couſidered. it will be a thing of ſome difficulty to inden 
or fei gus a heavier afflittion to the meek and quiet ſpirit, a more 
exſnaring peice ot treachery to the Chriſſian Soule, (I am ſure 
to his Eftate, and temporzil proſperity) then that of conrrary 
1 command, which is now the caſe, and muſt al- 

ayes be when Ordinances undertake to ſuperſede Lawes, 
when the interiour, bnt ore-ſwaying power, adventures to 
check. the Saperionr, Of which ſubject 1 have temptation to 
annex a full tyde of thoughts, would it not prove too much a 
Hs , andbe moſt ſe ro be ſo eſteemed by them to whom 


is addrefle is now tendred, The good Lord of Heaven and 
Earth encline aur hearts to keepe that Law of his, % Riv ey702 

_ ergnoeriraynie, Eph. 6.2. which # a prime Commande ment, 
' and that with a promi of ſecular Peace and aboundance anne xt 


(if not confined) to it. | | 
The Concluſi - To conelude there fore, and ſumme up all ina word, wee 
en. have difcover'd by this breife ſurvey, the reaſenableneſſe of this 


act of Gods providence, in permitting our Zitwrgy to be thus 
daſame d. though in all reaſon the Litargy it ſelte deſerve not 
that fate, the wo-3xconveniencies ſo much as pretended to ariſe 


rom our Liturgy, to Which the Directory is not much more 
liable 


. a 
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hable,the vs · ob jection from the word of God ageinſt the whole 
or any part of it produced, or offered by you, the no · manner of 


the leaſt or looſeſt kind of neceſſiry to aboliſh it, the perfect ju- 
fifiableneſſe, & withall u/efulneſſe of ſet forms above extempo- 
rary effuſions, the very many particulars of eminent benefir to 
the Church, and of awthorrey in it, preſerved in our TLiturgy- 
but in the Directory totally omitted, and that in deſpight of all 
Statutes both of King Edward, and Queene Elizabeth , by 
which the Reformation of this Church is eſtabliſbt among us, 
and I truſt ſhall ſill continue, notwithſtanding the oppoſition 
of theſe who pretended kindneſſe, but now runne riot againſt 
this reformation; we have ſhew'd you alſo the true grounds of 
our anceſtors rejoicing in our Liturgy , inſteed of the partiall 
imperfect account given of that buſineſſe by your Preface, the 
wonderfull proſpᷣerity of this Church under it, contrary to 
pretended /ad experience, & c. and withall we have ma 
cleare, that all the exceptions here propoſed againſt the Lit 
g. are perfectly vaine and eauleleſſe; as that it hath prov” d 
offence, &c. the ordinary crime charg d on thoſe actions that are 
ljable to no other, and fo that offence without a cauſe; that this 
offence hath been by the length of the ſervice,which will only of- 
tend the prophane, & withall, is as obſervable in your Services 
by the many unprofitable burthenſome ("eremonier, which have 
beene ſhewed,neither to be many, nor #»profitable , nor bur 
thenſome; by the diſquieting of Conſciences, i. e. only of the an- 
quietzby aepriving them of the Ordinance, i.e.thoſe who would 
rather looſe the Sacrament, then receive it kneeling, or reve- 
rently;that the offence was extended to the reformed Churches 
abroad alſo, and yet for that no one proofe offered, not Church 
named that was fo offended: and if there were, yet ſtiff this ſup- 
poſed offenſi venue ſſe, no juſt plea for any thing but Reformation, 
So alſo that by meanes of the Liturgy many were deb arredof the 
exerciſe of their Miniſtry , the ſuggeſtion for the molt part a 
meer calumny, & chat which was true init,ready to be retorted 
upon theſe Reformers;that the Prelates have labour d to yai(t 
the eftimation of the Liturgy too high, yet that no higher then 
you would the value of your aha yoke to have it the * 
3 the 
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the manner of publicke worſhip, or if they did, this is the fault 
of thoſe Prelates, not of the Liturgy;who yet were ſaid but to 
have labour d it neither, not to have effected it; and even that 
labour or deſire of theirs, to have amounted no higher, then 
Calvin s letter to the Protector would avow ;that this hath been 
to the juſtling out of Preaching, which is rather a ſpeciall helpe 

it, and preſcribes it, and allowes it its pro per place, but 
hath oft the ill lucke to be turi.'d out by Preaching; that it hath 
beene made no better then an Idoll, which it it be a fault in the 
Titurgie, is farre more chargeable on the hearing of Sermons z 
that the people pleaſe themſelves in their preſence, and lip- labour 
in that ſervice; an uncharitable judging of mens hearts, and a 
crime to which your Directory makes men as lyable as the Li- 
tur gy; that our Liturgie i a compliance with Papiſts, and ſoa 
meanes to confirme them in their [dolatry, & c. whereas it com- 
plies with them in nothing that is Ido latrous & c. and by com- 
plying with them, where they doe with antiquity and truth, it 
is more apt to convince them of their errours, and by charity to 
invite, then by defiance;that it makes an idle Miniſtery; which 
ſure the Directorie will not unmake,being as fic for that turne, 
either by forming and conning the Prayer there delineated, or 
by depending on preſent conceptions, as the Liturgy can be; 
that it hinders the gift of Prayer, which it it ſigniſie the elocu. 
tion, or conception of words in Prayer , is. not peculiar to the 
Minilter,and for any thing elle, hindring it no more then the 
Directary doth ; that the continuance of it would be matter of 
exaleſſe ſtrife, ce. which ſure tis more reaſonable to thinke of 
an introduction of a ne way of Service, then the retaining of 
the ol that there be many other weighty conſiderations, and 
many particulars in the booke , on which this condemnation is 
grounded, and yet not one of theſe mention d, but kept to boil 
in their owne breaſts, if there be any, or which is more likely, 
falſely here pretended to inflame the reckoning; that they are 
mot mos d to this by any love of novelty, and yet doe that which 
is moſt novel; that they intend not to diſp̃arage the Reformers , 
and yet doe that which is moſt to their diffaragement ; that 
they doe this to anſwer Gods providence , which never call'd 


them 
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them to this worke; to /atisfie their owne Conſcience, which ii 
Erroneous, mult not thus be ſatisfied; to ſatisfie the eæpectatias 1 
of other Churches, which expect it not, or if they did, might 4 
rather conforme to us and ſatiie us; and the defires of many of ; 
the Gedly at home, whole piety ts no aſſurance that their defires 
are reaſonable,and yet are not known to have expreſt any ſuch, 
deſires ; that they may give teſtimonie of their endeavonrs for ns. 
»iformity, whereas with other Churches, there is no ſuch nes 
cellity of conforming in ſuch matters, and within our ſelves 
nothing is ſo contrary to uniformity , as this endeavonr, An } 
Laſtly, we have learnt from them, a'rule by which they pre- 4 
tend to forme their Directorie, the agteeableneſſe to the word of „„ 
God and ¶ hriſtian prudence, and are molt confident to juſtiſie | 
our Litargy by that rifle, againſt all, diſputers in the World | 
And having now over and above all thie, a plain confeſſion un- Fe | 
der their owne hands, in their Supplie of Prayer, to juſtiſiè ll 
that we pretend to. and ſo being ſaved the paines of any fart | 
ſuperfluous confutation , we ſhall now leave it to the judge 
ment of any rationall Lay- man in the New Aſſemble, to judge 
betwixt us and his fellow Members; whoſe pretenſions are 
molt moderate in this matter, whoſe molt like Chriſtian, thoſę 
that are to reſcue and preſerve, or thoſe which to deſtroy, Thus 
in the Councell of Nice, holden before Conſtantine and Hele- 
v, in a controverſie of great importance, Craton and Zenofim 
miu, not only Lay men but Heathens were appointed judges or ; 
arbitrators, only on this ground, becauſe Craton a Philoſopher 4 
would not poſſeſſe any worldly yow „ and Zenoſimus in time | 
of his Conſulſhip, never received preſent from any, faith Paco: | E 
botixe: thus alſo Eutropius a Pagan Philoſopher , was choſen De concily . x; 
umpire betweene Origen and the Marcionites, it being ſuppo- . 5. 
ſed, that ſuch an one was as fit to underſtand their ſeverall 
claimes, and judge according to Allegations and proofes as a- 
ny; And if we fall or miſcarry before ſuch an Ariſt arebis, I 
fhall then reſolve,that a Covenant may waſt a ſoule,(evendrive 
the maninto the field with Nebuehadnezar) deprive it of thoſe « 
rural 4wy9124 Common principles of diſcourſe, (by which, till 4 Aibrod, is 
it be debauched, it is s ee, able in ſome e's to-Topa 1 

odge 
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as of treib, propoſed and debated before it) and then T hall 


tor more candor in the buſine ſſe from an 2 hea- 


7 | _ and all orher particuiars, are moſt 
r rr wy 3 in his ſight. 


Doe n not erte, my beloved Brethren. 


Now the Lord of all mercies, and God of love 
and Peace, grant us to be like winded in all things, 
but we may jeyne with one heart, and tongue, to 
Maiſe bim, and worſhip him, to bleſſe bim, and to 
gfe him for ever. 


